HQ HIPAA TEAM MEETING
May 16, 2001

	Attending:
	Bob Harry (Chair), Richard Price (DRLA), Lance Hodahkwen (DRLA), Brenda Jeanotte (OPH/CHS), Karen Boyle (UIHP), Barbara Fine (MPSS), Ileana Hawkins (OPH-RM), Harry Rosenzweig (OPH/CHS), Mona Galpin (OMS/PIES), Dan Aiken (DIR).  


There was initial discussion of the use of electronic transactions by Billings for CHS. Several potential problems were mentioned:
· The use of Social Security Numbers for patient ID: there are restrictions on the use of SSNs, and about 10% of Native Americans do not have valid SSNs.

· Currently, only eligibility transactions are guaranteed to be ready by October 2002. 

[NOTE: Subsequent discussions have indicated that all transaction formats needed by IHS should be ready by the deadline of October 2002 through the use of Cloverleaf software.] 

Dr. Bob Harry provided a brief look at the HIPAA Overview presentation he uses. The presentation was well received. Bob Harry indicated that the most frequent question he receives requests cost estimates for Area and facility compliance efforts. Several suggestions were made:

· Add a slide to make it clear that all I/T/U organizations are involved in the HIPAA compliance efforts, including tribal facilities. The slide should clearly indicate the requirements for compliance and the effects of non-compliance.

· Include a cost estimate for Areas and facilities.
· Provide a slide showing a time line for the HIPAA project including deadline dates for the various rules.

Bob Harry said that a letter either had been sent or was being sent to Area and Tribal Leaders about HIPAA. Meeting participants asked to see a copy of the letter. It was suggested that a letter be sent to Urban programs, also.

The use of clearinghouses was discussed. Not all Areas are making use of clearinghouses, and not all are planning to use them. Dr. Harry suggested setting up a subcommittee to look into the use of clearinghouses, and suggested that any Area choosing not to use them might be on their own to provide compliant transactions. [See the note on transactions above.] A request was made for the details of the current agreement with the clearinghouse, Envoy, including the cost schedule and capabilities.

Dr. Harry emphasized the need for completing the matrixes. This will permit us to do a gap analysis and develop a more accurate cost estimate. Also, we need to provide compliance checklists for handout at the July Tech Conference in Albuquerque.

Next HQ HIPAA Team Meeting  

The next meeting is scheduled for June 13, 2001. The July Tech Conference schedule and HIPAA presentations will be discussed.
