
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Lunchtime at the January 2003 training. 

Attendees at June 2000 training. Attendees at first training, January 1995. 

Attendees at August 2002 training. 

 
- PLEASE POST (in your community/work area) - 

 
IHS Cancer Support Leadership training 

 
The IHS Division of Epidemiology and Disease Prevention has sponsored training 
for American Indian and Alaska Native people interested in starting cancer support 
groups in their own communities for the past 15 years.  The first training was held 
in January 1995 and was modeled after Mary P. Lovato’s cancer support group, “A 
Gathering of Cancer Support.”  Our most recent training was in March 2010 and 
more than 200 people have been trained.  At least half of these trainees are still 
offering some form of cancer support in their own communities.  We are now 
working in collaboration with the Northern Plains Tribal Epidemiology Center to 
deliver this training. 
 
Our office continues to establish a cancer support system in American Indian and 
Alaska Native communities.  A new training format has been developed in 
partnership with our trainers: Ms. Connie Garcia, Ms. Joyce Naseyowma-Chalan, 
Ms. Michele Suina, and Ms. Deborah Openden.  For more info, please contact 
Tinka Duran by phone: 605-721-1922 ext. 144 or email: epiduran@aatchb.org or 
Roberta Paisano by phone: 505-248-4132 or e-mail: roberta.paisano@ihs.gov . 
 


