YOUTH REGIONAL TREATMENT CENTER NETWORK 

TASK FORCE

MEETING MINUTES

Date:
March 21, 2007

Location:
Pala, California, Annual Tribal Leaders’ Meeting

Attendance:
Rose Clark and David Sprenger, California Area Office Indian Health Service; Monique Smith, United American Indian Involvement, Inc.; Sheilamarie Racicot, Indian Health Council, Inc.; John Sheehan, Riverside-San Bernardino County Indian Health, Inc.; Michael Weahkee and Vicki Sanderford-O’Connor, California Rural Indian Health Board, Inc.; James Russ and Duane Brookins, Round Valley Indian Health Center, Inc.; Rachel Joseph, CATAC Liaison; James Ward, J. L. Ward Associates, Inc.; and Angie Pool and Kala Oles, Wemble House
Started Time:
12:05 PM
Agenda:

1. YRTC Development: The tribal leaders’ voted for the Indian Health Service to move aggressively to find YRTC sites to be located in California. Rose Clark passed out voting results.
2. CAIR: CAIR will naturally end on August 2, 2007. The goal of CAIR was to serve 6,697 clients and spend all of the $17.1 million. Currently CAIR has served 4,800 clients and is serving an average of 300 people per month. CAIR expects to achieve its client target goal by May 2007. Even though CAIR will meet its client target goal, the program will have funding remaining by the end of the project year. CAIR will apply for a no-cost extension to December 2007 to spend any residual funding. SAMHSA announced that it will publish a new access to recovery grant this month. CRIHB plans on reapplying so that services may continue for an additional 3 years without disruption. Rachel Joseph recommended that CRIHB work with HHS to get a specific budget line item for CAIR services.
3. Wemble House (YRTC): Representatives from the Wemble House attended the YRTCN meeting to give a brief presentation about the program.  The program has 16 beds (8 male and 8 female) and provides individualized treatment services for 90 to 120 days. The CARF accredited program provides services for dual diagnosed youth (i.e., psychiatric nursing, medication management, mental health), as well as other services such as 12-step, on-site education, and culture. The Indian Health Service funds the program and services are provided at no cost. Currently the program has openings for both genders.
4. YRTC Updates:

a. Yuki Trails Transitional Living Center (YTTLC): The Round Valley Indian Health Center, Inc. (RVIHC) temporarily suspended operations of the YTTLC and the RVIHC recently hired a new program administrator (Brian Leedy) who has 16 years experience and is hiring new staff. CCLD will conduct an onsite visit this month and the RVIHC plans to start operations in the near future.
b. Willow Lodge: No representative attended the meeting for the Hoopa Valley Tribal Council (HVTC) Division of Human Services. David Sprenger and Rose Clark will conduct an on-site visit on April 4, 2007. James Ward is working with the Willow Lodge to develop their state license materials. 
c. Ah-No-Ven Home: The Ah-No-Ven Home is currently looking for a program director, preferably a LCSW. Currently there are three (3) beds available with new girls coming in the next week or more. The Ah-No-Ven Home is having problems getting Medi-Cal transferred for some clients, primarily for clients who are transferring from other counties.

5. YRTC Budget Expenditures: There is currently about $845,000 remaining of the $1.29 million risk pool funds.
6. Cases for Review: Sheilamarie Racicot needs to place a youth in residential treatment. She is going to speak with Wemble House about placing the youth there. Wemble House services are provided at no cost to Indian clients and funding from the risk pool is not needed. However, the task force approved six (6) months of funding if she has to place the youth at a fee for service site. In addition, Monique Smith has a youth that is reaching the age of majority in May and needs to place the youth in aftercare services. Because the youth will be 18 (a legal adult), they will be ineligible for YRTCN funding. James Ward recommended that Monique Smith call CAIR in May because the program may have aftercare funding available for adults at that time. The task force also discussed briefly the idea of budgeting a limited amount of risk pool funding for aftercare services.

7. New Issues: Rachel Joseph mentioned that Toiyabe Indian Health Project, Inc. would like to reopen its group home (located in Bishop, California) and is asking for assistance from the YRTCN. The taskforce discussed that the original plan was to have six (6) group homes in California and there are currently three (3). 
8. Future Meetings: Teleconference call on April 12, 2007. Rose Clark will email information.
9. Adjournment:
1:25 PM
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