YOUTH REGIONAL TREATMENT CENTER NETWORK 

TASK FORCE CONFERENCE CALL

MEETING MINUTES

Date:
October 11, 2007

Attendance:
Dr. Rose Clark, California Area Office Indian Health Service; Dr. Monique Smith, United American Indian Involvement, Inc.; Andy Cantrell, Northern Valley Indian Health; Maryann Brookins and Brian Leedy, Round Valley Indian Health Center, Inc.; Guests: Michael Weahkee and Deborah Kawkeka, California Rural Indian Health Board.
Started Time:
10:35 AM
Agenda:

1. CRIHB Program Updates: Deborah Kawkeka reported that the CRIHB was awarded the CAIHS Alcohol Counselor Certification Training contract. They will provide two 2-day trainings and two 5-day trainings which will have academic credits. CRIHB was awarded the CAIHS Methamphetamine in Indian Country training contract which will expand on the May 10, 2007 training provided by United American Indian Involvement, Inc. The CRIHB also secured the California Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs funding for the Native American Women’s Public Awareness Campaign on Alcohol and other Drug Treatment and Prevention. The CRIHB will continue the Red Voices publication and women’s conference which will probably be held in July or August 2008.
Michael Weahkee reported that the California American Indian Recovery has provided $10.3 million in services to the State. The program has approximately $4 million left. The expenditures per month are $667,000 and at that rate the remaining $4 million should be expended by March or April 2008. There are youth and adult residential treatment vouchers available and there is no 60 day limit. The program has met its numbers so the residential vouchers are open to meet the length of stay needs of the client. Those clients currently in residential treatment can extend their length of stay. Please contact Randall Vardan at (916) 929-9761 to address how to extend the length of stay for current residential treatment clients or for additional information.
Michael Weahkee reported that the CRIHB was awarded the new SAMHSA Access to Recovery funds with the funding period from September 30, 2007 to September 29, 2010. This new grant will expand services to Oregon, Idaho, and Washington. The funding amount is $14.5 million over three years with $4,830,000 per year. The CRIHB was one of five tribes that were funded. Current providers will be grandfathered in for the new Access to Recovery grant program and information will be forthcoming soon. Services provided with the new funds should begin by January 2008. Oregon, Idaho, and Washington states will be able to access only new grant funds beginning in January 2008, but California programs will be able to access both the current award and the new award. The CRIHB is currently working on contracts with previous Access to Recovery subcontractors including Maximus and EMT. Billy Mitchell asked if the CRIHB has thought about how they would qualify providers for the three new states. Michael Weahkee stated they will use those state standards and have not discussed California American Indian Recovery wide certification at this point.
2. YRTC Updates:

a. Ah-No-Ven Home: Monique Smith reported that the Ah No Ven Home has three clients on the waiting list. They have a couple of girls who ran away so there is only one girl in the home. They have received several referrals from Northern California. Because the staff is not able to interview the family or youth in person, it makes it more difficult to have an accurate assessment of the appropriateness for group home services. Monique Smith also discussed the difficulty in finding qualified staff that has group home, high risk youth, and substance abuse services experience. Kerry Anderson, House Manager, has become a certified Pro Act trainer and provides training to all staff. Every Tuesday the staff attends a free three hour group home training provided by Los Angeles County. 
b. Willow Lodge: There was no one from Willow Lodge on the conference call. Rose Clark reported that a letter from the CAIHS was sent to Willow Lodge to inform them that IHS would not be able to reimburse for group home services until they obtained a license from the Department of Social Services Community Care Licensing Division. James Ward has been providing technical assistance and last reported he was waiting for original application materials and the health screening for one staff member to complete the application packet.
c. Yuki Trails: Brian Leedy reported he is interviewing youth to fill two beds. He also expressed the difficulty in finding qualified staff in his area. He has had to import qualified staff from other areas.
3. YRTC Development Update: Rose Clark reported the California Area Indian Health Service (CAIHS) provided an update on the Youth Regional Treatment Center (YRTC) initiative to the California Area Tribal Advisory Committee (CATAC) on August 22, 2007, in Arcata, CA. The CATAC and the CAIHS Director agreed on the following: Northern YRTC: Continue progress on purchase of the property in Nice, (ranked #1), near the north coast of Clear Lake. If significant road blocks or delays are encountered with purchase of the Nice property, the CAIHS will abandon the effort and move forward with purchase of the Bangor property (ranked #2) near Oroville. Due to significant road blocks and delays with the Nice property, the CAIHS has begun research on the #2 ranked site in Bangor. Southern YRTC: Change ranking of the Bakersfield property (Currently #1) to #3, resulting in the following ranking for southern California: 1. Hemet, 2. Anza at Cary Road, and 3. Bakersfield. Rose Clark also reported that the CATAC is scheduled to visit the Bangor property in October. The CAIHS is not considering new properties at this time and is moving forward with the above actions as approved by the CATAC and Ms. Margo Kerrigan.    
4. Cases for Review: None.
5. New Issues: 
a. Indian Alcoholism Commission of California Update: Maryann Brookins and Billy Mitchell reported that the Indian Alcohol Commission of California (IACC) is certified by the State of California Alcohol and Drug Programs (ADP) for the next five years. IACC is accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies (NCCA) as required by ADP and has met the September 30, 2007 deadline. IACC would like to align with American Indian organizations and counselors across the State to become certified by IACC. IACC would also like to build a stronger relationship with the CAIHS and continue to receive support from the CAIHS.                                                                              

b. IHS Manual: Rose Clark reported that there is a committee revising the IHS manual behavioral health sections. They have completed revising the social work section and are now working on revising the substance abuse and mental health sections as well as an overarching behavioral health section. She asked if anyone was interested in providing input into any or all of the sections. Billy Mitchell requested the substance abuse section and Rose Clark will e-mail to him after the call. The committee is planning a meeting to go over the remaining three sections.
6. Future Meetings: The next meeting will be a teleconference call on November 8, 2007 at 10:30 AM.
Adjournment:
11:16 AM

PAGE  
4
Page  of 4

