Tips on how to check Standard (n) for Section 508 Compliancy

· Check your HTML and see that you have included LABEL tags with all form labels.


· Make sure your forms can be filled out using only keyboard input, without the use of the mouse.


· Be especially careful when using radio buttons and check boxes. Make sure they accept input without the use of a mouse, and avoid functionalities that rely on javascript.


· Make sure that INPUT elements of type image have a valid alt attribute.


· Ensure that the tab order makes sense.


· Do not rely on color alone to differentiate information. For example, if the interface uses red text to indicate that a field is required, also include the word "required" next to those items.

· The following test can be performed on every non-button INPUT element, TEXTAREA and SELECT menu. Check to see that at least one of the following holds true for every input element that is not a button.


· The prompt is immediately above or to the left of an INPUT of type text, a SELECT menu or a TEXTAREA with no intervening html other than BR – and the prompt is immediately to the right of a check box or radio button.

· The prompt is included in the INPUT of type text, TEXTAREA or SELECT menu.

· The prompt is specified with the LABEL element.

· The prompt is specified with a valid title attribute of the INPUT element, SELECT menu, or TEXTAREA.

· If you use tables for layout, test your forms in Lynx or in Opera with tables turned off to see how well they work when linearized.


· Test your forms with javascript turned off.


· Resize your browser window, making it narrower, and see if your form fields still line up with their labels (sometimes lines will wrap on smaller screens, breaking labels away from their forms controls). Then increase the font size in your browser's display, and see whether labels and fields still line up with each other.


· View the page with  Home Page Reader (HPR).  Navigate to an INPUT field, displayed as [text] in the list 
of links, and then use the Where Am I command (press the alt + F1). HPR will announce the label of the INPUT field in response to the Where Am I command.
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