IHS/HHS and FNIBH/HC MOU Suicide Prevention Working Group Activities/Update:

The IHS/HHS and First Nations and Inuit Health Branch (FNIHB)/Health Canada (HC) MOU Suicide Prevention Working Group had their first face-to-face meeting, in Ottawa, Canada, October 5-7, 2004.  The purpose of the meeting was to develop critical long-term goals and objectives to guide efforts of the working group through the remaining three years of the MOU.  The resulting strategic plan will help ensure that all members of the working group have a clear, mutually developed understanding of the group’s purpose, and that they are making an impact in the area of Indigenous suicide prevention. Representatives from Canada attending the meeting included participants from FNIHB, the Inuit Tapariit Kanatami (ITK), the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), and the National Aboriginal Health Organization (NAHO).  Participating from the U.S., were representatives from IHS, Akwasasne and St. Regis Mohawk communities, the White Mountain Apache Tribe, the Alaska Native Medical Center (ANMC), the Suicide Prevention Resource Center (SPRC), and the Suicide Prevention Action Network (SPAN) USA.  

FNIHB hosted the event, chartered a tour bus and transported the group from Ottawa down to Akwasasne for the first day of the meeting.  It was quite an adventure for the group members who had never been to the Ontario or Quebec provinces, the State of New York, and the Akwasasne and St. Regis communities; all of which were relatively a few short blocks away from each other, and included 7 jurisdictions.  The second day of the meeting was held in the beautiful historic city of Ottawa, Ontario.  

During the meeting, the group identified some of the action steps for the U.S. and Canada Bi-National Scan (a comprehensive listing of existing “promising” suicide prevention programs) and website. Another accomplishment was the groups’ Terms of Reference (guidelines for working group) was approved and passed at the meeting.  Also memorable, was Mr. Ian Potter’s, Assistant Deputy Minister of Health Canada, announcement of a $100,000 commitment to the National Institute of Health,  IHS, and Health Canada’s “Suicide in the Americas Conference”, which will be held in September, 2005.

IHS and Health Canada Suicide Prevention Working Group have not set a date for their next face-to-face meeting, but continue to have monthly conference calls.
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