Personal Digital Device (PDA) --- An IHS CIMTAC Project

Welcome and thank you for joining us in this project.

You may have been eager to use a PDA, not excited about it at all, or already have some experience with a PDA.

Whatever the case --- we need your help in gathering information about front line use of PDAs in clinical medicine.

This cover letter provides a little bit of information to help you get started.

This PDA has a variety of functions, including the basic elements of  …

· a datebook calendar

· an address book – phone list

· a To Do List

· a Memo List

and comes with a hot sync cradle that allows you to quickly backup the information on to a computer in your home or office.

With it’s infrared beaming capability – you will be able to quickly “beam” information to your colleagues --- from an address to a whole software program. 

With 16 MB of memory though – this device can be loaded with a variety of clinical information resources (software) that may help you in every day clinical practice.

Initial Steps

After you unpack and connect your PDA cradle and load the PDA operating software to your computer – you’re ready to go.

1. Download the ePocrates software from the Internet – it’s free!

a. Go to  ePocrates.com web site

i. Download ePocrates Rx

ii. Download ePocrates QID

With these two on your PDA – you now have access to a huge amount of information about medications – and ePocrates is updated on a weekly basis and this information can be quickly updated to your PDA. 

2. Explore the following websites

a. both Palm.com & Handspring.com will send you to --- Handango.com ---- listing 570 different medical software programs 

b. download.com – 109 medical programs (18 free)

many clinical programs are free, others will allow you to trial them for a month --- have fun exploring and see what works for you and what doesn’t.

We had hoped that Griffith’s 5 Minute Clinical Consult 2002 . (cost $65would still be available on a trial basis – but does not seem to be the case --- will see if we can get a deal cut to get this for folks). 

3. Word Processing Document readers – for those of you who want to use the PDA to do more office work – all of these entail a cost at this point.

a. Documents To Go  at dataviz.com (~$50)

b. QuickWord  at cesinc.com  ($20 or the whole QuickOffice for $30)

c. WordSmith at bluenomad.com  ($30)

4. Please Complete the PDA User Survey --- during the week of May 6-10 if possible – but we’ll take surveys electronically till May 17th.

** this is KEY – even if you have only had 1-2 weeks (not much time) to get accustomed to the PDA unit – we are still interested in your 1st impressions

A group of clinicians will be discussing PDAs and information gathered from the survey at the May 21-22 CIMTAC meeting in Albuquerque.

---- on the next page is a quick instruction sheet to I/T/U people who already have and use a PDA --- that could out go along with the PDA user questionnaire.  You have a way to send it via Outlook to ~everybody – right Carol?

Personal Digital Device (PDA) --- An IHS CIMTAC Project

Some of us are very interested in the use of PDAs in the I/T/U settings.

Some of you on your own initiative have already pursued this technology and use it in your daily work.  

We ask you to help us gather information about your front line use of PDAs in the IHS by completing the attached survey questionnaire.  

Please return it to ___    ??????? (me or you)    __________________ by May 10th.

You may …

1. print it and fill in the blanks and then …

a. send it via mail to 

b. or fax it to (_____) _____ - _________

2. or fill it out electronically, if you do ..

a. you will need to save it as your own document with a new name

b. (we suggest “PDA User Q - ____ (type in any 6 letter/number combo of your choice) 

c. and then send it by email as an attachment.

Does this make sense – you have experience or ideas about this?

