IHS Public Health Dental Externship Intention Questionnaire
Please type your answers to the following questions (Preferably in blue) and save the document by labeling it with your first and last name in this specific title format ( FirstLastExternIntent). You will be asked to upload it at the same time you upload your resume in the Externship Instructions Checklist.

Question #1
Is your externship experience necessary to meet a school requirement?
Question #2
Why are you interested in a Public Health Externship with the Indian Health Service? How did you hear about us? What research have you done to learn more about the Indian Health Service? 
Question #3

Are you interested in gaining proficiency in pediatric dentistry, restorative dentistry, and oral surgery? What additional clinical learning expectations do you hope to achieve in a public health externship with IHS?
Question #4
What areas of the country are you most interested in doing an externship? If your primary areas / sites of interest are not available, then are you available to go anywhere in the Indian Health Service? The current offerings are posted at the “Current Vacancies” link at www.dentist.ihs.gov  with the job title of “Student Externship D3”. Keep in mind that approximately 20-24 sites will offer externships—not all will be listed at the same time at the website—they will start listing on October 1 and will disappear as all the sites slots are filled. New listings appear October 1 through about mid January---when you see one that really interests you—then click on the job title to open the second page to e-mail and arrange a phone appointment to speak to the preceptor to express your interest (this is an additional way to market your availability). 

Question #5
Is there a classmate(s) that you were hoping to be placed with? If so, then please provide their name here. Most externships are solo assignments. If you desired to be placed with a classmate and that was not possible, would you still be available for a solo assignment?

Question #6
Please list the range of dates when you are available for a minimum 2 week externship experience. For example, if you are available for an externship during a window of June 1-June 30, 2008 and also August 12-September 24, 2008, then it is okay to write that in the space below to give our preceptors the chance to match your availability with theirs.  If you are available for 31 or more consecutive calendar days, then here is where you would mention any intentions you have to apply for the Jr. COSTEP externship (see application checklist of what to send us). 
Question #7
What are your strengths clinically and what areas do you hope to improve upon?

Question #8
Indian Health Service sites are in some of the most beautiful areas of the country. There are opportunities to experience adventures outside the clinical setting. This is an opportunity to experience a new culture also. Tell us a little bit about your hobbies, adventurous activities outside of school and work, and adventures you hope to experience someday….our preceptors want to do their best help you experience some new and adventurous activities to match your preferences.
Question #9
Do you have a military obligation after graduation? If so, how many years is your commitment? Keep in mind that after military obligation you can transfer to the Commissioned Corps of the USPHS and your time in military service will count toward pay and retirement with the Commissioned Corps.

Question #10
What country is your citizenship? If you are not a US citizen, then are you actively seeking citizenship?

Question #11
What university (name, city and state) did you complete your bachelors degree? If no Bachelors, then what school did you complete your Pre-Dental Requirements?
Question #12
What are your professional plans after graduation? (private practice, GPR, specialty training, win the lotto, work for the Indian Health Service)
Question #13
Did you read the Travel Information Sheet under the “Externship” link at www.dentist.ihs.gov ?  

Question #14
Please answer the true or false questions below. The answers to most of the following questions can be found in the Travel Information Sheet document.
 14A-True or False---The 2008 Externship can fund travel only between April 1, 2008 and September 30, 2008?

14B-True or False---Externships are for a minimum of 2 weeks and must start on a Monday and end on a Friday---partial weeks are not permitted?

14C-True or False---As soon as a site selects me I should send an e-mail to Timothy.Lozon@ihs.gov and alert Dr. Lozon where I was selected, the name of the preceptor and the tentative dates of externship that were arranged? And I should receive an e-mail reply from him instructing me to complete an Invitational Travel Request (ITR) and submit it to him no later than 5 weeks prior to the travel dates?
14D-True or False---As soon as a site selects me I should notify my externship coordinator at school to make sure they are in contact with the preceptor to initiate any necessary paperwork/ agreements that the school or the site might require….because when attorney’s on either side review such documents it can take time---and I don’t want it to be a source of delay or cancellation of my travel to the site if it is not in place in time.

14E-True or False---I should not buy my own airline ticket in advance, as travel authorization is required and arrives via e-mail in the window of 3-5 weeks prior to travel---as long as I submit the Invitational Travel Request (ITR) no later than 5 weeks prior to travel?

14F-True or False---If a site does not have housing to offer and a hotel is required, I should ask for suggestions from the preceptor of local hotels and use my own credit card to make a reservation and ask for government rate—I am doing this early, because hotels only allocate a certain number of government rate rooms and I can always, if necessary, cancel this reservation in advance at no cost to me by following the hotels cancellation policy?
Now that my resume and this questionnaire are complete and the files properly labeled, you need to visit www.dentist.ihs.gov and click on the left side at “Request Info on Full Time Jobs” and complete the online request for information to create an electronic profile for us. In that profile, remember to toggle the “Externship/ Volunteer on. Then submit and follow the prompt to “Browse” for your resume and this questionnaire (Other Documents) and upload them there. That completes the application for an externship. Then keep an eye on the “Current Vacancies” page and contact “Student Externship D3” preceptors that interest you by clicking on the job title to view their contact information at   http://www.dentist.ihs.gov/Positions/vacancies.cfm .  Good Luck! Dr. Lozon
