
 

1 

In this issue: 

NHTSA Certifies Eight 

Native American CPS 

Technicians 

Pg. 1 

Area Wide News Pgs. 

2-3 

National Health & 

Wellness Observance 

Calendar 

Pg.  2

-3 

State of MT News Pg.  

4-5 

Billings Area Indian Health Service 

July-September 2009 Edition                                                Volume 3, Issue 3 

Billings Area Injury Prevention Newsletter 

Safety Spotlight Pg. 6 

Announcements Pg. 7 

Contact Information Pg. 7 

Weblink to Past Issues Pg. 7 

“INJURIES ARE 

PREVENTABLE!” 

Injury Prevention Links 

      IHS.gov 

 

IHS Injury Prevention Program 

 

 

Injury, Violence, Safety website 

 

 

 

The IHS IP Newsletter would 

like to get your feedback on 

improving the newsletter!  

Please send an email to 

Darcy.Merchant@ihs.gov to 

provide comments or 

suggestions. 

 

The National  Highway Transportat ion Safety Administrat ion 

Cert i f ies Eight Native American Chi ld  Passenger Safety  

Technicians  

August 2009-  The National Highway Transporta-

tion Safety Administration‘s (NHTSA) National 

Child Passenger Safety (CPS) Certification training 

was held August 11th-14th, 2009 in Billings, MT.  

Eight participants representing the Crow, Fort 

Peck, and Northern Cheyenne Tribes of Montana 

are newly certified as Child Passenger Safety Tech-

nicians. The training was sponsored by the Billings 

Area Indian Health Service (BA-IHS) Injury Preven-

tion Program. 

The National Child Passenger Safety Certification 

Training Program certifies individuals as child pas-

senger safety technicians and instructors. Tens of 

thousands of individuals have been certified since 

the program began in 1997.  CPS technicians and 

instructors put their knowledge to work through a 

variety of activities, including child safety seat 

checks where parents and caregivers receive edu-

cation and hands-on assistance with the proper use 

of child restraint systems and safety belts 

(Safekids.org, 2009). 

 

The newly certified CPS Technicians are listed be-

low: 

-Jesse Martinez, Sanitarian, Northern Cheyenne 

Injury Prevention Program, Northern Cheyenne 

Tribe; 

-Marc Little Light, Transportation Coordinator, 

Crow Tribal Head Start Program, Crow Tribe;  

-Renee Little Light, Health & Safety Nutrition 

Coordinator, Crow Tribal Head Start Program, 

Crow Tribe;  

-Rodney Old Bull, Crow Tribal Head Start Pro-

gram, Crow Tribe; 

-Adrian Spotted Bird, Injury Prevention Coordi-

nator, Fort Peck Injury Prevention Program, Fort 

Peck Tribe; 

-Richy McDonald, Officer-Deputy, Roosevelt 

County  Sheriff‘s Department, Fort Peck Tribe; 

-Elliott Tapaha, Officer-Deputy, Roosevelt 

County Sheriff‘s Department, Fort Peck Tribe; 

-Doug Marottek, Officer-Deputy, Roosevelt 

County Sheriff‘s Department, Fort Peck Tribe. 

 

Students participated in the three and a half day 

training that included classroom and hands-on in-

struction.  Several quizzes were administered 

throughout the week and participants had to receive 

a 92% or higher score to be certified.  Participants 

capped off the training by performing a CPS Check-

up Event where they were able to apply their newly 

acquired skills by providing car seat installation and 

hands-on instruction to local tribal parents and care-

givers. 

The IHS Injury Prevention Program would like to 

congratulate the newly certified CPS Technicians on 

passing the course!  The CPS Technicians will be 

certified until 2011 and will be able to educate par-

ents and caregivers on the importance of proper car 

seat fitting and installation in the communities they 

serve.  As of today there are currently 26 Native 

American Certified CPS Technicians representing all 

tribes in Montana. 

The IHS Injury Prevention Program would also like 

to thank Patty Carrell, State Coordinator, Buckle Up 

& Safe Kids of Montana; Joe Colella, Traffic Safety 

Projects; and Scott Mueller, Bozeman Fire Depart-

ment, for all their hard work in providing instruction 

for the training. 

For more information on being a Certified Child 

Passenger Safety Technician for your community, 

please click here, you will be directed to the Safe 

Kids website. 

 

Article submitted by Darcy Merchant, Assistant Area 

Injury Prevention Specialist, Billings Area Indian Health 

Service, Injury Prevention Program. 

 

 

Pictured above: Newly certified CPS Technician, 

Officer Richy McDonald provides car seat installation 

and hands-on education to a parent. 

http://www.ihs.gov
http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/InjuryPrevention/index.cfm
http://www.cdc.gov/InjuryViolenceSafety
mailto:Darcy.Merchant@ihs.gov?subject=BA-IHS%20IP%20Newsletter%20Comments%20&%20Suggestions
http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/InjuryPrevention/index.cfm
http://www.safekids.org/certification
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Area Wide News and Events  

October 2009 

Auto Battery Safety 

Month 

preventblindness.org 

Domestic Violence 

Awareness Month 

ncadv.org 

National Fire 

Prevention Week 

(October 5-11, 2008) 

 

 

 

nfpa.org 

Put the Brakes on 

Fatalities Day  

(October 10, 2009) 

 

brakesonfatalities.org 

National Collegiate 

Alcohol Awareness 

Week (NCAAW) 

 

 

 

bacchusgamma.org 

Crow Service Unit 

July 2009– The Regional DUI Task Force of 

Montana arranged with the Big Horn County and 

Crow DUI Task Forces to bring the meeting to 

Crow Country.  The Crow DUI Task force hosted 

the meeting which was held in the Little Big Horn 

Casino in Crow Agency, MT on July 22, 2009.   

Wales Bull Tail, Casino Manager, opened the 

meeting with a beautiful soliloquy and prayer on the 

Teepee as the home and heart of the Northwestern 

Native Americans, which fit in well with this years 

MDOT DUI prevention posters of ―Empty Homes‖ 

showing just the teepee poles and a yellow ribbon 

for the lost loved ones on the highways of Montana. 

Many good speakers presented and the meeting was 

well attended by 24 active participants.  

July 2009– On July 29, 2009 Darcy Merchant and 

Deb Haines hosted a Bike Rodeo for Hardin-Crow 

Boys and Girls Club in Hardin, MT from 10:00AM-

12:00 PM.  

Darcy Merchant provided education to 22 youth on 

bike safety and the CSU IP issued bike helmets to all 

of the participants. Certificates of completion were 

given to participants upon completion of the course. 

Article submitted by Deb Haines, Crow IHS Injury 

Prevention Coordinator, 406-638-3474. 

August 2009 – The Billings Area Indian Health 

Service Injury Prevention Program hosted a car seat 

checkup event during Crow Fair 2009. 

The event provided over 30 car seats to children and 

brought much needed instruction for proper car seat 

installation and education to parents and care givers. 

Car seat installers for the event were Joe Colella, 

Traffic Safety Projects; Patty Carrell, Buckle Up & 

Safe Kids of Montana; and Darcy Merchant, Assistant 

Area Injury Prevention Specialist. 

September 2009– The Crow IHS Injury Prevention 

program sponsored two car seat checkup events in 

Lodge Grass, MT (9/4/2009) and Pryor, MT 

(9/18/2009) at local IHS clinics.  

Both events were a success, the Crow IHS Injury 

Prevention Program would like to express much 

gratitude to the certified child passenger safety 

technicians who were instrumental in making the 

event possible. Installers for the events were Maudine 

Stewart, volunteer; Renee Little Light, Marc Little 

Light, and Rodney Old Bull, Crow Head Start 

Program; and Darcy Merchant, Billings Area 

Injury Prevention Program. 

Fort Belknap Service Unit 

July 2009- In July, there was the annual Fort Belknap 

Celebration.  Avis Spencer put up a booth at the 

youth pow wow to distribute ―Dangers of Teen 

Drinking‖ flyers.  Also the Fort Belknap Indian 

Community banned all alcohol sales on the 

reservation for the pow wow to help curb alcohol 

related issues.    

Continued on page 3... 

http://www.preventblindness.org
http://www.ncadv.org
http://www.nfpa.org
http://www.brakesonfatalities.org
http://www.bacchusgamma.org
http://www.nationalwellness.org/pdf/2009HOC.pdf
http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/InjuryPrevention/index.cfm
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Area Wide News and Events  

 

         

November 2009 

November 25-January 

2  

(Thanksgiving through 

New Year’s)  

Tie One On For Safety 
Campaign  

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

madd.org 
 

December 2009 

National Drunk and 
Drugged Driving 

Prevention (3D) Month  
 

 

 

 

nhtsa.dot.gov 

 
Safe Toys and Gifts 

Month  
 
 
 
 

 

preventblindness.org 

National Hand 

Washing  

Awareness Week  

December 6-12 (First 
full week of Dec)  

 

 
 
 
 
henrythehand.com 

Continued from page 2…. 

The Fort Belknap Police Department did sobriety 

Check points through out the weekend.  

September 2009- In September Avis attended 

Fire Prevention training in Great Falls with the 

Red Cross.  We also ordered all the materials 

for the Fall Prevention Project.  We should be 

getting the materials later on this month.  During 

Native American week Tribal Health is having an 

open house September 23.  We will have a 

booth setup with Environmental Health and In-

jury Prevention material to hand out.    We did 

not have a Car Seat Clinic this year but I have 

been helping families install their car seats when-

ever they give me a call.  This summer I helped 

install 1-3 seats a week.           

Articles submitted by Stan Zander, Jr., Fort Belknap 

Injury Prevention Coordinator, 406-353-3165. 

Fort Peck Service Unit 

June 2009– A Bike Rodeo was held during West 

Days 2009 held in Poplar, the event was spon-

sored by Injury Prevention of Ft. Peck Tribes, 

Poplar City Officers: Chad Hilde, Bobby Atkin-

son and Fort Peck Community College.  Without 

the help of these people and organizations this 

event would not have been possible.   

There were approximately forty bike helmets 

distributed for the "BIKE RODEO" in which the 

young riders were educated and instructed on 

how to ride a bike.  An obstacle course was set 

up to demonstrate on what to do when you 

come up to a stop sign or a yield sign and what 

to watch out for when crossing the streets.  The 

event was a success and the riders went away 

with a big smile on their face along with a bike 

helmet.  Thanks again to all whom participated in 

the bike rodeo. 

June 2009– The Fort Peck Injury Prevention 

Program sponsored the annual Wild West Days 

Relay Race/Iron Man contest.  The race could 

not have been possible without the help of Fort 

Peck Tribal Officer (Ray Lamb), Fort Peck Com-

munity College Wellness Center (Stacy Sum-

mers), Community/Liaison for Trans Canada (Bob 

Hopkins), Poplar City Officer (Bobby Trottier).   

The event was sponsored by Injury Prevention/Fort 

Peck Community College Tobacco Prevention.  There 

were five teams total with two brave souls in the Iron 

Man event.  Before the event we were able to distrib-

ute pamphlets on seatbelts and seatbelt usage rate 

currently along with some tobacco prevention items.  I 

would like to thank all who participated in the event 

and help make it possible. 

July 2009- In July, Injury Prevention, in conjunction 

with Suicide Prevention Program, sponsored a boat 

and water safety event.  During this time, Suicide Pre-

vention was able to educate older adults about what 

kinds of signs to look for in teens and younger.   

Injury Prevention was able to talk about swimming 

safety techniques, such as where to swim and how to 

be safe about it.  A canoe was brought out to demon-

strate about boat safety and what to wear while in the 

boat.  This event was possible with the help of High-

way Safety Officer Bruce Bauer; Fish and Game, 

Robert Magnan; Americ Corps, Judy Linthicum; and 

crew.   

Articles submitted by Adrian Spotted Bird, Ft. Peck 

IP Coordinator, 406-768-5322. 

Editors Note: No Injury Prevention activities reported for July-

September 2009 for the following Service Units/Tribal Health 

Departments: Wind River, Blackfeet, Confederated Salish and 

Kootenai Tribal Health Department, and Rocky Boy Tribal Health 

http://www.madd.org
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov
http://www.preventblindness.org
http://www.henrythehand.com
http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/InjuryPrevention/index.cfm
http://www.nationalwellness.org/pdf/2009HOC.pdf
http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/InjuryPrevention/index.cfm
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Story of a Montana family promotes seat belt use 

through a life-saving exhibit  
 

Once he sat inside the safety cage of the fatal crash vehicle, it took 

only a moment for Jim Lynch to realize that personal experience is a 

powerful tool to motivate change. As the director of the Montana 

Department of Transportation and the Governor‘s Representative 

for Highway Safety, Lynch‘s goal is to save lives through increasing 

seat belt use in Montana. 

His message is clear: Respect the cage and buckle up. When Jim 

Lynch began working on a seat belt safety campaign last year, he met 

two families torn apart because of one life-altering decision. In July 

2007, two young men left a bar together, best friends with young 

families and bright futures. The driver was buckled, and at first, so 

was the passenger. Then, on a good faith act of trusting his friend‘s 

driving, the passenger unbuckled his seat belt. Within minutes, the 

car left the road and rolled several times. The unbelted passenger 

was ejected. He died from his injuries. The belted driver was 

unharmed. 

One bad decision changed the lives of these two young men and 

their families forever. If the passenger had "respected the cage" and 

had been wearing his seat belt, he more than likely would not have 

died. Though the car was crushed end-to-end, within the safety cage 

there was room at the head, feet and sides of the passenger seat. 

There was room to live. The notion of having room to live within the 

safety cage of a vehicle prompted MDT to develop a ―Room to Live‖ 

campaign, which featured an 11-minute video of this tragic story. 

The video has been seen by thousands of people around the nation 

since it was produced by MDT in 2008. The many responses to the 

video prompted the development of another powerful seat belt 

safety campaign, which features a traveling display intended to save 

lives and preserve Montana families. This life-saving exhibit includes: 

 1. The crashed vehicle, with a ―Room to Live‖ video playing 

 from inside the car about the families affected by this 

 tragedy; 

 2. The Rollover Simulator, a compact pickup truck cab 

affixed to a two-axle, low profile trailer. Acceleration and 

braking control systems spin the cab to simulate a rollover 

accident and a crash-test dummy gets tossed out of the 

vehicle; 

3. "Fastest Belt in the West" buckle up contest; 

4. Prizes and giveaways. 

Two pickup trucks, a GMC and a Ford 250, will be wrapped in 

―Respect the Cage – Buckle Up‖ graphics and will be pulling the 

trailers carrying the crashed vehicle and the Rollover Simulator. 

In the last five years, 1,063 drivers and passengers died in vehicle 

crashes on Montana roads. More than 70% - that‘s 751 people - were 

not wearing their seat belts. These disturbing numbers are just one 

reason the Montana Department of Transportation has made a 

commitment to reduce the number of injuries and deaths that occur 

on Montana roads. That‘s why the ―Respect the Cage – Buckle Up‖ 

exhibit will be traveling around the state to show people why 

buckling up is so important. 

The crashed vehicle, along with the ‗Room to Live‘ video, the 

Rollover Simulator and other ‗Respect the Cage‘ elements, show the 

importance of seat belts and the impact one life can have on so many 

people," said Director Lynch. "We hope this exhibit will influence 

more people to buckle up." 

In 2007, 217 drivers and passengers died in crashes on Montana 

roads. More than 73 percent of them were not wearing their seat 

belt. Of those 217 occupants, 105 were ejected, either partially or 

completely. The highest percentage of fatalities and incapacitating 

injuries occur in single vehicle rollovers where the person is ejected 

from the vehicle. 

Vehicles are built with a reinforced safety cage to protect the 

occupants in a crash. Within that cage is your best chance to 

survive—because there is room to live if you stay in the vehicle 

properly buckled up. ―Wear your seat belt,‖ said Director Lynch. ―It 

is the single most effective way to reduce injuries and fatalities in 

motor vehicle crashes. Along with NEVER getting in a vehicle with a 

driver who is under the influence. So please, respect the cage and 

buckle up…if not for your sake, buckle up for someone you love.‖ 

The majority of funds for the ―Respect the Cage – Buckle Up‖ 

exhibit come from the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration. 

Article from Montana Department of Transportation, “Respect the Cage-
Buckle Up Program.”  For more information please click here and you will be 

redirected to the MDT website or you can call Lorelle Demont, State Highway 

Traffic Safety, Montana Department of Transportation, 406-444-7411. 

State of  Montana News & Events  

“Respect the  Cage–  Buckle Up”  

http://respectthecage.com/press_release_070909.shtml
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Safe On All Roads Update 
Montana Department of Transportation Native 

American Traffic Safety 

July-September 2009   

Poplar, MT– During the summer pow wow 

season SOAR coordinators for the Northern 

Cheyenne, Blackfeet, Flathead, Fort Peck and Rocky Boy‘s reserva-

tions withstood the heat, dust and sometimes, wind, to set up infor-

mation booths and organize special events during annual pow wows. 

The goal was to talk to as many people as possible, collect signa-

tures on Safe Driver Contracts and responses to the 2009 Traffic 

Safety survey. As local spokesmen for traffic safety, the coordina-

tors also tried to develop opportunities to address the public during 

the events to emphasize seat belt use and sober driving. Banners 

and floats were also in appearance at these and other reservations. 

Poplar, MT- Hand drum contests have great appeal for our target 

audiences of young people. A series of contests were held on the 

Fort Peck Reservation this summer, with almost all participants 

within our primary target audience of 18-34 year old males. As MC 

for the contests, Fort Peck SOAR coordinator Lance Four Star had 

ample opportunities to talk about the reasons to wear seat belts 

and drive sober.  

New coordinators added to the program 

The guiding strategy of the Safe On All Roads program relies on 

local residents who help develop opportunities for public outreach 

and education and coordinate with other agencies in furthering the 

objectives of increased seat belt use and sober driving. The program 

has added new recruits in recent weeks. A new coordinator, 

Gemma Doore, is working on the Fort Belknap Reservation. Amelia 

Adams has been added to the team on the Flathead Reservation, 

and works out of the office of Confederated Salish and Kootenai 

Tribal Health with Margene Asay. A program for the Missoula Na-

tive Community is just getting underway under the leadership of 

Scott Azure, a University of Montana student from the Fort Peck 

Reservation. In partnership with Little Big Horn College, a coordi-

nator for the Crow Nation is going through the selection process 

now. The coordinators are listed at www.safeonallroads 

Browning, MT- Cheryl Little Dog organized a flag-raising ceremony 

at the Blackfeet Medicine Wheel in Browning during North American 

Indian Days.  

Speakers included the Blackfeet Tribal Council Chairman Willy 

Sharp, Director of the Montana Department of Transportation, Jim 

Lynch, State Senator Carol Juneau, Montana Superintendent of Public 

Instruction Denise Juneau, and the Governor‘s Coordinator for In-

dian Affairs, Jennifer Perez Cole. A sobriety walk and other impaired 

driving prevention activities are planned at the Blackfeet Medicine 

Wheel this fall.  

See SOAR Activities on Facebook 

Among our target audiences of young adults on the reservations, 

many have been active in social media. In August, the Fort Peck As-

siniboine-Sioux Tribes coordinator, Lance Four Star, began a Safe On 

All Roads Facebook page which already has over 200 fans. He‘s kept 

the site updated with video of hand drum contests and photos of 

drawing winners during recent pow wows.  

www.facebook.com/SafeOnAllRoads.com 

Back to School Seat Belt Campaign: “Education is Survival.” 

The Montana Department of Transportation scheduled a paid media 

campaign in September 2009 to encourage young parents to buckle 

up and to support Child Passenger Safety Week. The concept behind 

the campaign was originated by Mike Todd, with contributions from 

the two Assiniboine chiefs on the Fort Peck Reservation. The theme 

of the materials is: ―Education is Survival. Learn to wear your seat 

belt.‖ The concept is based on the changing reality of the need for 

education, and the unchanging tradition of lessons passed from gen-

eration to generation. Job skills learned through formal education are 

replacing hunting and gathering as a means to feed and shelter our 

families. But as they always have, children learn the lessons of survival 

from parents and elders. Through this campaign, the SOAR coordi-

nators will expand on the message that thanks young parents for 

giving their children an important lesson in survival by buckling up.  

Campaign components: 

1. Poster, 2. Newspaper ad, 3. Radio ads, 4. door hangers for 

school classrooms. 

Article submitted by Randi Szabo, Program Manager, Safe On All Roads, 
MT Dept. of Transportation, Native American Traffic Safety.  For further 
questions or information, please call Randi Szabo at 406-454-3422, ext.  

103. 

State of  Montana News & Events  

http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/InjuryPrevention/index.cfm
http://www.safeonallroads/
http://www.facebook.com/SafeOnAllRoads.com
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A Fact  Sheet  for  PARENTS  

References:    

For more information and to order additional materials free-of-charge, visit: 

www.cdc.gov/ConcussionInYouthSports 

For more detailed information on concussion and traumatic brain injury, visit:  

www.cdc.gov/injury 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES CENTERS FOR  

DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION  

 

WHAT IS A CONCUSSION?  

A concussion is a brain injury. Concussions are caused  

by a bump or blow to the head. Even a "ding," "getting your bell 

rung, " or what seems to be a mild bump or blow to the head can be 

serious.  

 

You can't see a concussion. Signs and symptoms of concussion can 

show up right after the injury or may not appear or be noticed until 

days or weeks after the injury. If your child reports any symptoms of 

concussion, or if you notice the symptoms yourself, seek medical 

attention right away.  

 

WHAT ARE THE SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS OF A CONCUSSION?  

Signs Observed by Parents or Guardians  

If your child has experienced a bump or blow to the head 

during a game or practice, look for any of the following signs 

and symptoms of a concussion:  

Appears dazed or stunned  

Is confused about assignment or position  

Forgets an instruction  

Is unsure of game, score, or opponent  

Moves clumsily  

Answers questions slowly  

Loses consciousness (even briefly)  

Shows behavior or personality changes  

Can't recall events prior to hit or fall  

Can't recall events after hit or fall  

 

Symptoms Reported by Athlete  

Headache or "pressure" in head  

Nausea or vomiting  

Balance problems or dizziness  

Double or blurry vision  

Sensitivity to light  

Sensitivity to noise  

Feeling sluggish, hazy, foggy, or groggy  

Concentration or memory problems  

Confusion  

Does not "feel right"  

HOW CAN YOU HELP YOUR CHILD  

PREVENT A CONCUSSION?  

Every sport is different, but there are 

steps your children can take to protect 

themselves from concussion.  

 

Ensure that they follow their coach's rules for safety and the rules 
of the sport.  

Encourage them to practice good sportsmanship at all times .  

Make sure they wear the right protective equipment for their activity 

(such as helmets, padding, shin guards, and eye and mouth 

guards). Protective equipment should fit properly, be well main-

tained, and be worn consistently and correctly.  

Learn the signs and symptoms of a concussion.  

 

WHAT SHOULD YOU DO IF YOU THINK YOUR CHILD HAS A  

CONCUSSION?  
 

1. Seek  medical attention right away. A health care professional 

will be able to decide how serious the concussion is and when it is safe 

for your child to return to sports.  

 

2. Keep your child out of play. Concussions take time to heal. 

Don't let your child return to play until a health care professional says 

it's OK. Children who return to play too soon-while the brain is still heal-

ing-risk a greater chance of having a second concussion. Second or 

later concussions can be very serious. They can cause permanent brain 

damage, affecting your child for a lifetime.  

 

3. Tell your child's coach about any recent concussion. 

Coaches should know if your child had a recent concussion in ANY 

sport. Your child's coach may not know about a concussion your child 

received in another sport or activity unless you tell the coach.  

 

 

 

 

It's better to miss one game 
than the whole season!  

http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/InjuryPrevention/index.cfm
http://www.cdc.gov/ConcussionInYouthSports/index.html
http://www.cdc.gov/injury
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2900 4th Avenue North 

P.O. Box 36600 

Billings, MT  59107 

Contacts: 

Darcy Merchant 

Asst. Area Injury Prevention Specialist 

Billings Area Indian Health Service 

Office of Environmental Health and 

Engineering 

Injury Prevention Program 

2900 4th Avenue North 

Billings, MT  59107 

Tel: 406-247-7097 

Fax: 406-247-7229 

E-mail: Darcy.Merchant@ihs.gov 

 

CDR Jodee Dennison, MPH 

Area Injury Prevention Specialist 

Billings Area Indian Health Service 

Office of Environmental Health and 

Engineering 

Injury Prevention Program 

2900 4th Avenue North 

Billings, MT  59107 

Tel: 406-247-7098 

Fax: 406-247-7229 

E-mail: Jodee.Dennison@ihs.gov 

Billings Area Indian Health 

Service 

 

Office of Environmental 

Health & Engineering 

 

Injury Prevention Program 

Mission of the Indian Health Service 

Injury Prevention Program 

THE MISSION OF THE INDIAN HEALTH SERVICE IS TO RAISE THE 

PHYSICAL, MENTAL, SOCIAL, AND SPIRITUAL HEALTH OF AMERI-

CAN INDIANS AND ALASKA NATIVES TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL. 

THE GOAL TO ASSURE THAT COMPREHENSIVE, CULTURALLY AC-

CEPTABLE PERSONAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES ARE AVAIL-

ABLE AND ACCESSIBLE TO AMERICAN INDIAN AND ALASKA NATIVE 

PEOPLE. 

OUR FOUNDATION.  TO UPHOLD THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S 

OBLIGATION TO PROMOTE HEALTH FOR AMERICAN INDIAN AND 

ALASKA NATIVE PEOPLE, COMMUNITIES, AND CULTURES AND TO 

HONOR AND PROTECT THE INHERENT SOVEREIGN RIGHTS OF 

TRIBES. 

OUR MISSION: 

TO RAISE THE HEALTH STATUS OF AMERICAN INDIANS AND ALAS-

KAN NATIVES TO THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE LEVEL BY DECREASING 

THE INCIDENCE OF SEVERE INJURIES AND DEATH TO THE LOWEST 

POSSIBLE LEVEL AND INCREASING THE ABILITY OF TRIBES TO AD-

DRESS THEIR INJURY PROBLEMS. 

Please click here to visit the 

Billings Area Indian Health Ser-

vice website. 

Billings Area Injury Prevention 

Newsletter is edited by Darcy 

Merchant. 

Events ,  Schedules ,  & Announcements  

October 2009 

October 2009– The Montana American Indian 

Women‘s Health Conference entitled ―Capturing 

the Vision of Wellness,‖ will feature various 

speakers at the Mansfield Health Education Cen-

ter, St. Vincent Healthcare campus located in Bill-

ings, MT on Friday, October 2nd, 2009.  For more 

information, please click here. 

October 2009– An Introduction to Injury Preven-

tion Level 1 Course will be held in Tuba City, AZ 

on October 27th-30th, 2009.  This introductory 

course provides an introduction to the public 

health approach model, a basic strategy to address 

injuries in a population. Participants will address 

specific injury issues in fictional tribal communi-

ties. 

October 2009– The 20th Annual Indian Child & 

Family Conference will be held on October 20th-

22nd, 2009 in Great Falls, MT.  For more informa-

tion, please click here. 

December 2009 

December 2009-  The Indian Health Service Injury 

Prevention Epidemiology Fellowship Class of 2010 

application packet is now available.   

The Epidemiology Fellowship is a 12-month ad-

vanced learning experience for individuals promoting 

injury prevention in American Indian/Alaska Native 

communities.  Deadline for submitting the applica-

tion packet is December 1st, 2009.  Please click here 

to download the application packet. 

 Current & Past Newsletters 

For Current or Past Issues of the 

Billings Area IHS Injury Prevention 

Newsletter, please click here to be 

redirected to the National IHS 

Injury Prevention website‘s Area 

Programs webpage. 

mailto:Darcy.Merchant@ihs.gov
mailto:Jodee.Dennison@ihs.gov
http://www.ihs.gov/FacilitiesServices/AreaOffices/billings/index.asp
http://www.mtwytlc.com/Brochure_2009_IWHC.pdf
http://www.mtwytlc.com/20%20ICFC%20Save%20the%20Date.pdf
http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/InjuryPrevention/Documents/2010%20Appln%20Packet%208-17-09.pdf
http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/InjuryPrevention/index.cfm?module=Areas&option=articles&ID=5

