
Atlas of Injuries
Among American Indians and Alaska Natives

in California
1991 - 2006



Injuries among American Indians in California

1991-2006

Tan P. Pham
Epidemiologist Extern

Robert S. Newsad, MPH
Area Injury Prevention Specialist

California Area Indian Health Service
650 Capitol Mall, Suite 7-100

Sacramento, CA 95814
Telephone: 916-930-3945

August, 2009



18
19
20
21
22
23

Non-Fatal Injuries among AI/AN, by Intent …………………………………………………………………………………………….
Type of Non-Fatal Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Year ……………………………………………………………………………….
Type of Non-Fatal Injury Rates among AI/AN per 4 years ……………………………………………………………………………
Non-Fatal Injuries and Injury Rates among AI/AN ……………………………………………………………………………………
Non-Fatal Injury Rates among AI/AN by Age Group …………………………………………………………………………………
Age-Adjusted Non-Fatal Injuries and Injury Rates among AI/AN ……………………………………………………………………

Non-Fatal Injuries and Injury Rates

7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

Comparison of Fatal Injury Rates for AI/AN and All Races ……………………………………………………………………………
Top Ten Leading Cause of Death, All Races …………………………………………………………………………………………...
Top Ten Leading Cause of Death among AI/AN ……………………………………………………………………………………….
Fatal Injury Rates by Race/Ethnicity ……………………………………………………………………………………………………
Years of Potential Life Lost (YPLL) among AI/AN, All Deaths ……………………………………………………………………….
Years of Potential Life Lost (YPLL) among AI/AN, All Injury Deaths ………………………………………………………………..
Type of Fatal Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Year ………………………………………………………………………………….....
Type of Fatal Injury Rates among AI/AN per 4 Years …………………………………………………………………………………
Fatal Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Intent ……………………………………………………………………………………………
Fatal Injuries and Injury Rates among AI/AN …………………………………………………………………………………………
Fatal Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Age group ………………………………………………………………………………………

Fatal Injuries and Injury Rates

1
2
6

Executive Summary ..................................................................................................................................................................................
Methods ....................................................................................................................................................................................................
Population Estimate among AI/AN in California …….............................................................................................................................

Preface

Injuries among American Indians in California (1991-2006)
Table of Contents



44
46
47
48
49
51
52

AI/AN  Population by California County …...………………………………………………………….…………………………….....
Top Five Fatal Injuries, All Races and Ages …………………………………………………………………….................................
Top Five Non-Fatal Injuries, All Races and Ages ………………………………………………………………………........................
Definitions …………………………………………………………………………................................................................................
Injury Classification Codes (ICD-9 and ICD-10) ………………………………………………………………………….....................
References …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….....
Additional Sources for Injury Data and Information …………………………………………………………………………................

Appendix

39
40
41
42
43

Average Cost Per Hospitalization ……………………………………………………………………….................................................
Medical Cost of Fatal Injuries, All Races ………………………………………………………………………….................................
Medical Cost for Fatal and Non-Fatal Injuries among AI/AN ………………………………………………………………………….
Medical Cost of Fatal Injury among All Races, by Injury Type ………………………………………………………………………...
Estimated Cost per Incident by Injury Type ………………………………………………………………………….............................

Cost Associated with Injuries

29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

Assault/Homicide Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Cause ………………………………………………………………………………
Assault/Homicide Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Year ………………………………………………………………………………..
Assault/Homicide Rates among AI/AN, by Age ………………………………………………………………………………………..
Assault/Homicide Rates among AI/AN, by Gender …………………………………………………………………………………….
Non-Fatal Assault/Homicide Injuries among AI/AN, by County ………………………………………………………………………
Self-Inflicted Injuries among AI/AN, by Cause …………………………………………………………………………………….......
Self-Inflicted Injuries Rates among AI/AN, by Year …………………………………………………………………………...............
Self-Inflicted Injuries among AI/AN, by Age …………………………………………………………………………..........................
Self-Inflicted Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Gender …………………………………………………………………………..............
Non-Fatal Self-Inflicted Injuries among AI/AN, by County …………………………………………………………………………....

Intentional Injuries

24
25
26
27
28

Unintentional Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Cause of Injury ………………………………………………………………………....
Unintentional Injury rates among AI/AN, by Gender ………………………………………………………………………………......
Motor Vehicle Injuries Involving AI/AN, by Injury Category ……………………………………………………………………….....
Motor Vehicle Injury rate among AI/AN, by year ……………………………………………………………………………………...
Non-Fatal Motor Vehicle Injuries among AI/AN, by County ………………………………………………………………………......

Unintentional Injury



Executive Summary
Injuries (unintentional and intentional combined) are the leading cause of death among American Indians and Alaskan Natives (AI/AN) 
ages 1-441.  Unintentional injury alone is the leading cause of death of AI/AN ages 5-44.  Intentional injuries (self-inflicted and assault) 
are in the top 10 leading causes of death among AI/AN. 

This atlas presents injury mortality and morbidity data from 1991 through 2006 for AI/AN in California.  Major causes of injuries that are 
analyzed include: motor-vehicle injuries, assault/homicide, self-inflicted/suicide.  Some injury cost data for California hospitalizations are 
also included. 

From 1991 to 2006, injuries accounted for 2,457 (adjusted for racial misclassification) deaths of AI/AN and 12,130 hospitalizations of 
AI/AN in California.  An analysis of these injuries revealed the following:

Injuries among American Indians in California

1991-2006

- Compared to all races, AI/AN have a higher fatality injury rate when adjusted for underreporting.

- Majority (~70%) of AI/AN fatal injuries were unintentional.

- AI/AN females (~26%) were more likely to be injured through falls when compared to AI/AN males.

- AI/AN males (~68%) were more likely to be injured through motor vehicle injuries when compared to AI/AN Females.

- Intentional injuries (assault/homicide and self-inflicted/suicide) were most prevalent among the 35-44 age group. 

- Homicides/assault injuries were 11 times higher among AI/AN males when compared to female AI/AN.

- Self-inflicted poisoning injuries were higher among the female (~90%) AI/AN population when compared to male AI/AN.

- Injuries are the 3rd most expensive average cost per hospitalization when compared to other hospitalization causes.

- During the year 2004, unintentional injuries accounted for the majority of medical treatment cost (~81%), with only (~19%) 
spent on intentional injuries (assault and self-inflicted).

- Medical treatment cost for both fatal and non-fatal injuries among AI/AN increased 10 fold from 1991 to 2007. 
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Calculating Injury Rates
Fatal or Nonfatal Injury Rate:
Number of injuries (fatal or nonfatal) in county or state (YEAR(s)) *  100,000 = 
Total population in county or state (YEAR(s))

Example of a Specific Injury Fatality Rate:
Number of Fatalities from burns injuries in county or state (YEAR(s)) *  100,000 = Number of burn deaths per 100,000
Total population in county or state (YEAR(s))

Methods
What is a Rate?
A rate is defined as the number of events that happen during a period of time divided by the average (midpoint) population that is at risk.  
Rates are used to estimate the risk for a population over a period of time.  In the calculations below, the total number of persons in the 
population at that time is considered the “person-time units.”

Definitions for Fatal and Non-fatal Injuries
Fatal Injury
A death certificate is issued as a result 
of an injury incident

Non-fatal Injury
A hospitalization is established as a 
result of an injury incident

Population At-Risk: State and County (1991-2006)
The analysis described in this injury atlas involves AI/AN in California over a sixteen-year period. The average population at risk for each 
year was calculated by using the actual counts for census years 1990 and 2000 and extrapolating the data evenly for the other years.  
Although the rate shown can be treated as the number of injuries per 100,000 people, it is a more accurate definition as the number of 
injuries per 100,000 persons per year.
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Fatal (Mortality) Data:
Fatal injury data was compiled using the Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System (WISQARS) from the National 
Center for Injury Prevention, Control at the Center for Disease Control (CDC) and Prevention.  For data prior to 1999, the 
International Classification of Disease (ICD)-9 codes were used to classify injuries. For injuries occurring in 1999 or later, ICD-10 
codes were used to classify the injuries. 

Comparison of ICD-9 and ICD-10 data
The CDC conducted a bridge-coding study in 2001 to assess the comparability of ICD-9 and ICD-10 codes2.  Results from the study 
indicate that self-inflicted, assault, and unintentional injuries, with exception of motor vehicles accidents and falls, were very similar 
or exactly comparable.  A similar result was found in Canada’s bridge-coding study for the comparability of ICD-9 and ICD-10 
coding in 20053.

Bridge-coding for Motor Vehicles Crashes
ICD-9 coding results in an assumption that if crashes involving vehicles are on a road or highway: resulting injuries are classified as 
a MV injury. The use of ICD-10 codes do not incorporate this assumption.  Using ICD 10 coding, the above example would be 
categorized as “other land transport accident”. 

Bridge-coding for Falls
With ICD-9 coding: if the term “fracture” is listed on the death certificate without mention of an external cause, it would be 
classified as an “Accidental Fall” (E887). With ICD-10 coding, a fall is not assumed to be the source of the unspecified fracture and 
the example above would be coded as a “unspecified factor” (X59).

Nonfatal (Morbidity) Data:
Nonfatal injury data was compiled using injury records from the California Department of Public Health, Epidemiology and 
Prevention Injury Control (EPIC) program.  The county of residence instead of the county in which the injury occurred is used when 
hospitalization data are recorded.  All data was coded using ICD-9 codes. 

Medical Cost Data:
Medical Cost data was obtained using hospital discharge records of fatal and nonfatal injury from the Healthcare Information 
Resource Center, California Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development.
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CA CDPH EPIC Data System
(Web- Based)

Severe Injury

Death Certificate from Coroner

CA Office of Statewide Health 
Planning & Development

Hospitalization Data

County Health Department

Fatality Hospitalization

The California EPICenter:  California Injury Data Online
The EPIC online service is maintained by the California Department of Public Health to fulfill a mission of providing accurate, timely, 
and objective information on injuries.  It is the most complete source of injury data for California.  The flow of information for the 
system is diagramed below:
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Significance
The overall small number of reported injuries for AI/AN living in some counties in California makes some comparisons of the data
invalid.  If there were not more than 20 events (injuries) when calculating rates, the rate is suspect for accuracy and generally should not 
be used for comparison purposes.  In this report, statistically significant relationships were determined as valid for data sets with 20 or 
more reported injuries.  The maps and charts in the report provide comparisons between statistically significant data unless otherwise 
noted.  The tables in this report list all of the data available (both statistically and non-statistically significant) in detailed form.

Limitations
All population estimates used in this report were based on the single reported race of AI/AN during the1990 and 2000 census.  For all 
years except year 2000, the AI/AN populations used in this report were estimated from the actual counts in census years 1990 and 2000.  

The availability of fatal data was limited.  Caution should be used when comparing fatal and non-fatal data because these data come from 
two different databases.  Attempts were made to match up fatal and non-fatal data by ICD-9/10 codes for best accuracy, but certain injury 
categories did not match up exactly when comparing fatal and non-fatal data.  These analysis include a footnote.

Adjustment: Racial Misclassification
Under-reporting of injury fatalities to AI/AN is significant in California due to racial misclassification4.  Several studies have documented 
racial misclassification of AI/AN decedents (4,5,6).  AI/AN in California who reside in urban counties are more likely to be misclassified5. 
All of the reasons for misclassification of race are not known, but persons classifying the race field in fatal and non-fatal injury records 
may use personal observations and/or the decedent’s last name instead of verifying race with the victim. 

A report was published in 1996 by the Indian Health Service on AI/AN racial misclassification based on 1986-1988 death certificates.  An 
adjustment factor was calculated for each IHS area from the results of this study4. 

The adjustment factor for the California Area IHS was determined to be:

Reported number of deaths  *  1.4375 = Adjusted number of deaths for racial misclassification
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Comparison of Fatal Injury Rates for AI/AN and All races
California, 1991-2006
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Years of Potential Life Lost (YPLL) among AI/AN, All Deaths, 
California, 1991-2006
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Years of Potential Life Lost (YPLL) among AI/AN 
All Injury Deaths California, 1991-2006
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Type of Fatal Injury Rates among AI/AN, by year 
California, 1991-2006
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Type of Fatal Injury Rates among AI/AN per 4 Years
California, 1991-2006
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Fatal Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Intent
California, 1991-2006
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Fatal Injuries and Injury Rates among AI/AN
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Population estimates for years other than year 2000 are calculated based on average rate of change and are limited in accuracy. 
Adj - specifies a number or rate adjusted to compensate for misreporting of AI/AN race on state death certificates
* Rates based on 20 or fewer events may be unstable. Use with caution.
Source: CDC WISQARS
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Fatal Injury Rate among AI/AN, by Age Group
California, 1991-2006
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Non-Fatal Injuries among AI/AN, by Intent
California, 1991-2006
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Type of Non-Fatal Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Year
California, 1991-2006
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Non-Fatal Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Age Group
California, 1991-2006
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Unintentional Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Cause of Injury
California, 1991-2006
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Unintentional Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Gender
California, 1991-2006
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Motor Vehicle Injuries Involving AI/AN, by Injury Category
California, 1991-2006
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Motor Vehicle Injury Rate among AI/AN, by Year
California, 1991-2006
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Non-Fatal Motor Vehicle Injuries among AI/AN, by County
California, 1991-2006
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Assault/Homicide Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Cause
California, 1991-2006
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29



Assault/Homicide Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Year
California, 1991-2006
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Assault/Homicide Rates among AI/AN, by Age
California, 1991-2006
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Assault/Homicide Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Gender
California, 1991-2006
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Non-Fatal Assault/Homicide Injuries among AI/AN, by County
California, 1991-2006
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Self-Inflicted Injuries among AI/AN, by Cause
California, 1991-2006
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Self-Inflicted Injuries Rates among AI/AN, by Year
California, 1991-2006
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Self-Inflicted Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Age
California, 1991-2006
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Self-Inflicted Injury Rates among AI/AN, by Gender
California, 1991-2006
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Average Cost per Hospitalization
All Races, California 2007-2008
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Medical Cost of Fatal Injuries, All Races
California, 2004
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Medical Costs for Fatal and Non-Fatal Injuries among AI/AN
California, 1991-2007
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Medical Cost of Fatal Injury among All Races, by Injury Type
California, 2004
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 Estimated Medical Cost per Incident, by Injury Type 
California, 1997 (All Races)
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Top Five Fatal Injuries, All Races and Ages
California, 1991-2006
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Top Five Non-Fatal Injuries, All Races and Ages 
California, 1991-2006
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X40-X49E850.0-E869.9Any exposure to a chemical substance that causes injury. This includes alcohol 
poisonings and unintentional drug overdoses.

Unintentional
Poisonings

W00-W019E890.0-E899Any type of slip, trip, stumble, or fall that causes unintentional injury or death.  
This includes cases where the fall was intentional but the injury was not (ex: sports)

Unintentional Falls

X60-X84E950.0-E959Any deliberate self-inflicted injurySelf-inflicted Injury
and Suicide

V20-V79E810.0-E825.9Any unintentional injury caused by or due to a motor vehicle.Motor Vehicle 
Injuries

The 58 counties in California were ranked by injury rate,  by County
highest (1) to lowest. 

Injury Rate Rank

(The International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision)
Code for External Causes of Injury.  A standardized
Method to classify different causes of injury (Fatal Data> 1999).

ICD-10 E-Code

(The International Classification of Diseases, 9th Revision) 
Code for External Causes of Injury.  A standardized 
method to classify different causes of injury. (Fatal data <1999).

ICD-9 E-Code 

W32-W34E922 Unintentional injury due to a firearm.Firearm (Accidental)

Y04-Y07, X85-
X95

E960-E969Any deliberate injury caused by another person or persons.Assault/Homicide

ICD-10ICD-9Definitions

For more specific code descriptions see “ Injury Classification Codes” on the following pages
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W42-W43, W53-W64, W92-W99, X20-X39, 
X51-X57

900-902(.0-.9), 903, 904-906(.0-.9), 907, 
908-909(.0-.9), 928(.0-.2)Unintentional-Natural/Environment

V20-V28(.0-.2), V29(.0-.3), V30-V79(.0-.3)
V80(.0-.2,.6-.9), V81-V82(.0,.2-.9),  V83-
V86(.4-.9), V87.9, V88(.0-.9)
V89(.0,.1,.3,.9), V90-V99

800-807(.0,.1,.8,.9), 820-825(.0-.5,.8,.9), 
826(.2-.8), 827-829(.2-.9),  831(.0-.9), 833-
845(.0-.9)

Unintentional-Transport, Other

V01(.0-.9), V02-V04(.0), V05-V06(.0-.9), 
V19(.0-.3,.8,.9)800-807(.2), 820-825(.7), 826-829(.0)Unintentional-Pedestrian, Other

V10-V11(.0-.9), V12-V14(.0-.2), V15-
V18(.0-.9), V19(.0,.1,.3,.9)

800-807(.3), 820-825(.6), 826(.1,.9), 827-
829(.1)Unintentional-Bicyclist, Other

V87(.0-.8), V89.2810-819(.9)Unintentional-Motor Vehicle Traffic, Unspecified

V80(.3-.5)810-819(.4,.5,.8)Unintentional-Motor Vehicle Traffic, Other

V02-V04(.1,.9), V09.2810-819(.7)Unintentional-Motor Vehicle Traffic, Pedestrian

V12-V14(.3-.9), V19(.4-.6)810-819(.6)Unintentional-Motor Vehicle Traffic, Bicyclist

V20-V28(.3-.9), V29(.4-.9)810-819(.2,.3)Unintentional-Motor Vehicle Traffic, Motorcyclist

V30-V79(.4-.9), V81.1, V82.1, V83-V86(.0-
.3)810-819 (.0,.1)Unintentional-Motor Vehicle Traffic, Occupant

W24, W30-W31919 (.0-.9)Unintentional-Machinery

W32-W34922 (.0-.9)Unintentional-Firearms

W00-W19880-881 (.0-.9), 882,  883-884 (.0-.9), 885, 
885(.1-.9), 886 (.0-.9), 888Unintentional-Fall

W65-W74830 (.0-.9), 832 (.0-.9), 910 (.0-.9)Unintentional-Drowning/Submersion

W25-W29, W45920 (.0-.9)Unintentional-Cut/Pierce

X10-X19924 (.0-.9)Unintentional-Burn, Hot Object/Substance

X00-X09890-891 (.0-.9), 892, 893 (.0-.9), 894-899Unintentional-Burn, Fire/Flame

ICD-10 VWXY CodesICD-9-E CodesCause of Injury

Injury Classification Codes (ICD-9 and ICD-10)

Source: California Department of Public Health, Epidemiology and Prevention Injury Control
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Y04960Assault/Homicide - Fight, Unarmed

X93-X95965(.0-.4)Assault/Homicide - Firearm

X85-92, X96-X98, Y01-Y03, Y05, Y08-Y09960.1, 961, 962(.0-.9), 963-964
965(.5-.9), 968(.0-.1,.3,.7,.5-.9), 979(.0-.9)Assault/Homicide - Other

X99966Assault/Homicide - Cut/Pierce

Y35-Y36(.0-.9)970-976, 978, 990-991(.0-.9), 992-996, 
997(.0-.9), 998Legal Intervention/War

Y00968.2Assault/Homicide - Blunt Object

Y06(.0-.9), Y07(.0-.9)967(.0-.9), 698.4Assault/Homicide - Abuse and Neglect

X71, X75-X77, X79, X82-X84954, 955(.5-.9), 958(.1-.9)Self-Inflicted/Suicide - Other

X60-X69950-952(.0-.9)Self-Inflicted/Suicide - Poisoning

X80-X81957(.0-.9),  958Self-Inflicted/Suicide - Jump

X70953(.0-.9)Self-Inflicted/Suicide - Hanging/Suffocation

X72-X74955(.0-.4)Self-Inflicted/Suicide - Firearm

X78956Self-Inflicted/Suicide - Cut/Pierce

W75-W84911-912, 913(.0-.9)Unintentional-Suffocation

W23, W35-W41, W44, W49, W85-W91, 
X58-X59

846-848, 887, 914-915, 918, 921(.0-.9), 922.5, 
923(.0-.9), 925-926(.0-.9), 928(.3,.8-.9)Unintentional-Other

W20-W22, W50-W52916, 917(.0-.9)Unintentional, Struck by Object

X40-X49850(.0-.9), 851, 852-866(.0-.9), 867, 868-
869(.0-.9)Unintentional, Poisoning

X50927Unintentional, Overexertion

ICD-10 VWXY CodesICD-9-E CodesCause of Injury

Injury Classification Codes (ICD-9 and ICD-10)

Source: California Department of Public Health, Epidemiology and Prevention Injury Control
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Y06-Y07(.0)967.3Abuse of Females by their Spouse or Partner

X85-Y05, Y06-Y07(.0-.9), Y08-Y09
960(.0-.1), 961, 962(.0-.9), 963-964, 
965(.0-.9), 966, 967-968(.0-.9), 
979(.0-.9)

Violent Injuries
(Combination of all types of Assault/ Homicide groups above)

V30-V79(.5), V83-V86(.0)810-819(.0)Motor Vehicle Traffic, Drivers Only

Special Definitions Used In State of California EPIC Data

Y85(.0-.9), Y86, Y87(.0-.2), Y89(.0-.9)929(.0-.9), 959, 969, 977, 989-
999(.0-.1)Late Effects

Y10-Y34980-983(.0-.9), 984, 985(.0-.7), 986, 
987-988(.0-.9)Undetermined Intent

ICD-10 VWXY CodesICD-9-E CodesCause of Injury

Injury Classification Codes (ICD-9 and ICD-10)
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Appendix: Additional Sources for Injury Data and Information
This list comprises many of the major National, State, and non-government sources of injury and injury prevention data and resources.  Many 
others exist that for specific topics (Occupational, Head and Neck Injury, etc).  For more information on data sources, contact the California Area 
IHS Injury Prevention specialist at (916) 930-3981 or visit the IHS Injury Prevention Program web page at 
http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/InjuryPrevention/index.cfm.

Epidemiology and Prevention for Injury Control 
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/programs/EPIC/
California Department of Health Services
P.O. Box 997413
Sacramento, CA  95814

The EPIC’s mission is to provide accurate, timely and objective information on injuries.  It is the most complete source of injury data for 
California.  Custom data tables to answer specific questions about injuries in California and its 58 counties can be created using EPIC. 
EPIC's fatal injury data comes from the California Death Statistical Master File and data for hospitalized nonfatal injuries comes from the 
Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) patient discharge data.

Department of Finance
http://www.dof.ca.gov
Demographic Research Unit
915 L Street
Sacramento CA,  95814
(916) 323-4086

The Demographic Research Unit of the California Department of Finance is designated as the official source of demographic data for State 
planning and budgeting.
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The Census Bureau serves as the leading source of quality data about the nation's people and economy.  Their goal is to provide the best 
mix of timeliness, relevancy, quality, and cost for the data collected and services they provide.

(Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System) is an interactive database system that provides customized reports of injury-
related data. The NCIPC mission is to “reduce morbidity, disability, mortality, and costs associated with injuries.”

U.S. Census Bureau
Web address:  http://www.census.gov

E-mail: ipc@census.gov

National Center for Injury Prevention and Control (NCIPC)
Mail stop K65
4770 Buford Highway NE
Atlanta, GA  30341-3724
Phone:  770-488-1506
Email:  ohcinfo@cdc.gov
Web address: http://www.cdc.gov/ncipc

WISQARS covers the years 1981-2001 and are available by Year, Age, Race/Ethnicity, Gender, and State in five report formats:
•Fatal Injury Reports
•Nonfatal Injury Reports
•Leading Causes of Death Reports
•Leading Causes of Nonfatal Injury Reports
•Years of Potential Life Lost (YPLL)
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National Center for Health Statistics
6525 Belcrest Road
Hyattsville, MD  20782-2003
Phone:  301-458-4636
www.cdc.gov/nchs
Email:  ospinfo@cdc.gov

The NCHS has data on vital events (birth, death, etc.) as well as information on health status, lifestyle and exposure to unhealthy influences, 
the onset and diagnosis of illness and disability, and the use of health care.  NCHS produces a number of databases including:

•National Health Interview Survey (NHIS), which collects data on illness, injury, and chronic diseases from a survey of 
approximately 42,000 U.S. households
•National Vital Statistics System (NVSS), which is the official source for national vital statistics
•National Health Care Survey (NHCS). which has a combination of four surveys: National Hospital Discharge Survey (NHDS):  
collecting data on diagnosis, procedures, and length-of-stay for non-Federal Patients

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA)
Region IX Office 201 Mission Street, Suite 2230
San Francisco, CA  94105
Phone:  415-744-3089  Fax:  415-744-2532
http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/

NHTSA’s mission is to reduce deaths, injuries, and economic losses resulting from motor vehicle crashes.   They provide a number of 
publications as well as research and program funding for programs focused on traffic safety.  NHTSA is responsible for the Fatality Analysis 
Reporting System (FARS), an online database on all vehicle crashes in the United States that occur on a public roadway and involve a 
fatality in the crash.  Data include occupant injury time and location of incident, weather conditions, restraint use, blood alcohol licensing 
files, driver record data, death certificates, and hospital records.  FARS can be accessed at http://www.fars.nhtsa.dot.gov.
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