New Indian health award established

The ACOG Committee on American Indian Affairs is raising money for a new award that would recognize an individual who has made a major contribution to improving the health care of American Indians/Alaska Natives.

The William H.J. Haffner American Indian/Alaska Native Women’s Health Award is named after ACOG Fellow Dr. Haffner, an ob-gyn professor at the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, Bethesda, MD. Dr. Haffner worked for the federal Indian Health Service for many years and has been involved with ACOG’s Indian health programs since their inception.


The committee aims to raise $50,000, which would be matched by ACOG’s Development Fund, creating a $100,000 endowment to sustain the award. To qualify for the award, clinicians do not have to be ob-gyns. In fact, many of the practitioners in Indian Health facilities are not ob-gyns. Any health care professional, including family physicians, certified-nurse midwives, nurse practitioners, and registered nurses, are eligible. The awardee must hold an IHS or Tribal staff position or be recently retired.

Indian health contract renewed

Recently, ACOG’s Indian Health Service contract was renewed for five years. The contract funds ACOG’s three primary Indian health projects:

· The Committee on American Indian Affairs, which conducts site visits to Indian Health Service hospitals and clinics and is a consultant for Indian health programs

· A four-day postgraduate course covering a broad spectrum of maternal and infant health for family physicians, nurse practitioners, nurses, and other health professionals who provide care to women in Indian health programs but who are not necessarily specially trained in maternal and child health

· The Fellows Serving Native American Women program, which allows ACOG Fellows and Junior Fellows to volunteer their services for at least three weeks at an Indian Health Service or Tribal hospital

info

· To donate to the Haffner Award Fund, please make checks out to “ACOG” and mail to Yvonne Malloy, ACOG, 409 12th St. SW, Washington, DC 20024
· For more information on the award or other Indian health programs: ymalloy@acog.org; 800-673-8444, ext 2580; or visit the ACOG website, www.acog.org; under “Women’s Issues,” click on “Indian Health Service”
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David Yost, MD (far right), clinical director of Whiteriver PHS Indian Hospital in

Whiteriver, AZ, gives a tour of the hospital to ACOG’s Committee on American Indian

Affairs during its November site visit.

