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TOPIC:

During the fall of 2004, IHS Primary Care Discussion Forum focused on the following questions: 

1. Do you think that health care facilities should screen for domestic violence?

2. If yes, who should screen?

3. How should screening be implemented at the facility level?

4. How do you get involved community resources in your referral patterns?
5. Have you identified domestic violence advocates in your local community?

Preface: What is Domestic Violence?

Domestic Violence, or intimate partner violence (IPV) as it is widely becoming known, is an urgent public health problem.  The devastating impact of IPV/DV on women, children, and families has been well documented.  Intimate Partner Violence has been defined by the Family Violence Prevention Fund (FVPF) as a “pattern of purposeful coercive behaviors that may include inflicted physical injury, psychological abuse, sexual assault, progressive social isolation, stalking, deprivation, intimidation, and threats.  These behaviors are perpetrated by someone who is, was, or wishes to be involved in an intimate or dating relationship with an adult or adolescent victim and are aimed at establishing control of one partner over another”.  


Why Screen for Domestic Violence?

Health care providers are in a unique position to help victims of IPV/DV who seek routine or emergency care.  Unfortunately, health care providers too often miss this golden opportunity because they are not trained to screen patients for abuse and because standards for documenting screening results do not exist.  Currently, there are no ICD-9 or CPT codes specific to screening for IPV/DV.  .

Domestic violence screening is a JCAHO mandate and a GPRA + (CIRS) clinical performance indicator.   The FY 2005 indicator states that the IHS will ensure that 15% of women between the ages of 15 and 40 are screened for domestic violence.  GPRA + (CIRS) will query RPMS for the IPV/DV screening exam code.
Discussion: 
Do you think that health care facilities should screen for domestic violence?
Respondents believed that health care facilities should screen for domestic violence within I/T/U health care facilities. There was no dissent around this issue. There was some concern about how to do this. In addition, it may make sense to screen certain perceived high risk groups initially in some settings, if the system is unable to screen everyone at first. 

If yes, who should screen?
The majority of respondents indicated that everyone should feel comfortable screening, and everyone should be knowledgeable about screening in the health care facility. Different disciplines may have different roles in the screening process. One way to ensure compliance is to make screening part of everyone’s job description/ PAS evaluation. 
How should screening be implemented at the facility level?
A task force devoted to this issue seems to be appropriate. An individual (passionate champion) is helpful, BUT, there is clearly a role for a team approach to this pervasive problem. A team approach, and the desire to institutionalize screening, increases the probability of success. 
How do you get involved community resources in your referral patterns? 
Most facilities that are screening regularly have worked with their local resources. There is a stated need to include these resources in the established referral patterns for DV victims. In addition, there is a clear role for establishing relationships with local DV advocates, who can facilitate involvement of additional local resources in the referral process.
Have you identified domestic violence advocates in your local community?
Successful programs have identified domestic violence advocates in their communities. Advocates tend to be well trained, experienced, and ready to come to clinic if necessary. They should be considered an integral part of the health care facility domestic violence response team, and included in the health care facility meetings. A journey of a 1000 miles starts with a single step.
Resources:

EndAbuse

www.endabuse.org
Indian Health: Domestic Violence Against Native Women site

http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/MCH/W/DV00.cfm
Other Violence Against Women sites

http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/MCH/W/Dv10.cfm
