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Purpose: Maternal morbidity, defined as a condition that results from or is aggravated by pregnancy, is a significant economic and public health burden in the United States. The most common morbidities reported in recent studies include preterm labor, genitourinary complications, hemorrhage, and hypertensive disorders. However, few studies have reported data specific for American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) women. The purpose of our analysis was to examine maternal morbidity in AI/AN women present at delivery hospitalizations using a population-based design. 
Methods: Using the Indian Health Service (IHS) National Patient Information Reporting System, we analyzed aggregated data from five IHS medical centers from July 2002 through June 2004. Delivery hospitalizations were identified by the ICD-9 code V27 listed in any of the 15 diagnosis fields. Maternal morbidity was identified by ICD-9 codes 640-677 listed in any diagnosis fields. All analyses were performed using SPSS version 12.0.
Results:  Overall, 6,761 deliveries were performed at the IHS medical centers during our study period. The average age of AI/AN women who delivered was 25.5 years, with the youngest being 13 years and the oldest being 47 years. The most common complication was gestational diabetes occurring in 7.4% of women. Pregnancy-related hypertension was reported in 5.3% of women and 2.3% of women experienced genitourinary infections. 
Conclusions:  AI/AN women who delivered at these five medical centers had higher rates of some maternal morbidity compared to women in the general population. Our findings stress the need for continual surveillance and etiologic research to understand the elevated health risk among these women. 
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