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Q. 
How many colposcopies in a year does a non-OB/GYN provider need to perform to maintain their "certification”?
Are there standards established, or are there criteria with regards to credentials?  
If not, how would you recommend verification of a non-OB/GYN provider continued competency in this procedure?  
 
A. 
First there is no "certification" for colposcopy.  The IHS has recommendations for initial colposcopy privileges (50 supervised exams) and ASCCP has its Mentorship program (25 exams - at least 3 high grade) with written examination. The ASCCP program is a training program that many practices use as de facto certification.  No one has established criteria for maintenance of privileges.  When we set up the IHS program, we established 60 exams a year as a "reasonable" number to stay competent.  Some providers can do fewer and remain competent, some would need to do more, but an average of 5 a month sounded reasonable. 
 
There is no data to support one volume of experience over another.   Because many ITU settings have a low volume of abnormal Paps, but geographic isolation justifies an on-site colposcopist, the IHS epidemiology program with support from the CDE has established a program of annual continuing colposcopy education with emphasis on small group case reviews and lots of images of high grade lesions.
 
I'd suggest that unless there is a question of competence with any non-OB/GYN provider that he/she should plan to come to the IHS Refresher course this year and at least every other year.  That's a good way to document that he/she has maintained their competence.
 
In alternating years there are 

#1 Basic IHS Colposcopy Workshops alternating with 

#2 IHS Advanced Colposcopy course / Refresher Workshops

These workshops recur in March and April of each year. Check in the Conference Archives for past information
http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/MCH/M/ConfArch.asp
 
Other resources
IHS Women’s Health Cancer page
http://www.ihs.gov/MedicalPrograms/MCH/W/WHcancer.asp
 
ASCCP Home page (with conferences and courses)
http://www.asccp.org/index.html
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