Women’s Health GPRA Indicator’s # 7 & 8

Problem:  High breast and cervical cancer rates.

Ongoing activities: 

1. Several ongoing initiatives include

a. See, Test & Treat programs at McLaughlin Health Care Center and Rosebud IHS facilities.  Over two and four day events, women visited the clinic for Pap smear screening, breast examination and mammography services.  Preliminary statistics indicate breast cancer and cervical cancer rates were higher among this population.   Abnormal results were followed up with additional testing, i.e. loop electro surgical excision procedure (LEEP), endocervical curettage, ultrasound and final needle biopsy.      

b. Standing Rock Women’s Way, sponsored by ND Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program, is designed to reduce breast and cervical cancer morbidity and mortality through early detection and treatment.  Preliminary GPRA+03 statistics indicate a slow but steady increase in getting women into preventive health services.    

c. Avon Breast Care Grants were awarded to the Fort Thompson IHS Clinic (2000 and 2002) and Standing Rock IHS Hospital in conjunction with Custer District Health Center (2002).  Both grants focused on client/community outreach, patient education, local transportation issues within their communities.  

d. Digital Mobile Mammography Screening project is slated to begin in January 2004.  This project will provide mammography screening and diagnostic services to women in remote and underserved communities.   

Problem:  The Aberdeen Area Indian Health Service has the highest infant mortality rates than most other IHS Areas.

Ongoing Activities:

1. Biannual PIMR meetings held within the Aberdeen Area.

2. Continue to support and coordinate efforts on the Reducing Infant Mortality in American Indian Communities initiative.

3. Continue to support and participate on the National Institutes of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) SIDS 5- year Strategic Planning Committee. 

4. Continued collaboration and participation with local infant mortality committees/meetings in ND and SD. 

