Two Fellows honored for decades of serving Native American women

The Indian Health Service and ACOG recently recognized William H.J. Haffner, MD, of Bethesda, MD, and Alan G. Waxman, MD, MPH, of Albuquerque, NM, for their extraordinary service to American Indian and Alaska Native women and children. Dr. Haffner was recognized for 30 years of service, Dr. Waxman for 25.


Dr. Haffner entered active duty in the US Public Health Service in 1971, assigned to the Gallup Indian Medical Center until 1981, when he was transferred to Washington, DC. He continued to serve as IHS senior clinician for ob-gyn until 1994. He is professor and chair of the ob-gyn department at the F. Edward Hebert School of Medicine and maintains his clinical practice at the National Naval Medical Center.


Dr. Waxman practiced with the IHS from 1976 to 2000, spending most of his career at the Gallup Indian Medical Center. He was the IHS chief clinical consultant for ob-gyn from 1994 to 2000. He is now on the faculty of the ob-gyn department at the University of New Mexico and continues to teach and advise in the IHS breast and cervical cancer control program.


Both Dr. Haffner and Dr. Waxman are advisors to ACOG’s Committee on American Indian Affairs and serve on the faculty of ACOG’s annual postgraduate course for Indian health care providers.

Caption:

From left, Michael H. Trujillo, MD, MPH, director of the Indian Health Service; Linda R. Chambliss, MD, chair of ACOG’s Committee on American Indian Affairs; Dr. Waxman; and Dr. Haffner.

Sidebar

ACOG programs advance women’s health among Native Americans

Since the early 1970s maternal mortality among Native American women has decreased 78%, and infant mortality has been reduced from 22.2 to 9.3 deaths per 1,000 live births—a drop of 58%.


Following the creation of its Committee on American Indian Affairs in 1970, ACOG has established several special programs designed to improve the care provided to American Indian and Alaska Native women and their babies: 


( The Fellows in Service program places ob-gyns at Indian hospitals for brief periods to provide coverage for temporary physician staff vacancies


(
Site visits are provided by an expert committee, at the invitation of Indian hospitals, to look at special needs and at the quality of maternal and child health programs


(
An annual postgraduate course provides ob-gyn training for generalist physicians, nurses, and other clinicians from facilities caring for Native American women

For more information:

Contact Yvonne Malloy at 800-673-8444 or 202-863-2580; ymalloy@acog.org.

