REFLECTIONS

FALL 2004  WINTER 2005
RSNA Radiological Society of North America held at McCormick Place in Chicago, IL.  The largest imaging convention in the World with 1200 exhibits. The 70,000 attendees visited the windy city to see the latest in imaging equipment and what the future equipment will be next year and beyond. Digital imaging in CR and DR were top items. DR units were presented by SourceOne, SwissRay, Quantum and Kodak with price ranges of 175-K to 450-K per imaging room of equipment.  CAD Computerized Aided Detection units were displayed for over reads of Breast, Lung and Abdominal images. R&D Research and Development is taking place and seeking approval for CAD Lung and Abdominal images. We most likely will see CAD technology playing a vital role in reviewing images to assist Radiologists in finding pathology earlier in the development stages. If only 1 case per year was found in the early stage of cancer development v.s. finding the lesion or nodule 2 years later; the price of the equipment would be well worth it.
22nd. Aberdeen & Bemidji Areas Conference was held in Fargo, ND with 51 people in attendance, 16 from IHS, others Tribal, Public Sector, Speakers & Co. Reps. A total of 19 hrs. C.E. credits for the Techs. We thank our speakers for presenting information that could be used in our daily practice of imaging. We thank break sponsors JoAnn Andrisen, Brenda Iverson, Joyce Mathews and the exhibitors Dick Pfeifer, Randy Mattingly, Jeffery Moore, Debra Charles and Murray McManus. We thank Dick Pfeifer for hosting the hospitality suite Tue. and Wed. evening.  A wide variety of subjects kept the attention of the attendees.  Next year we plan to host the event in Aberdeen, SD giving attendees an opportunity to visit the area IHS office. August 16-18, 2005 are the tentative dates.
9th. S.W. Fall conference was held in ABQ, NM during Rad. Tech week and concluded with a tour and last presentation for C.E. at the ASRT new office. Total C.E. credits 18.5 hrs. Total attendance 64 people with 18 from IHS with the remainder representing the public sector, tribal programs, PSC techs, speakers and Co. Reps.  We thank our break sponsors Rick Harrison, Bob Wais, Joyce Mathews, Bryan Groom. We also thank our 9 exhibitors for their attendance on Wed. they represented: Shared Imaging, Guerbet, G.E. Healthcare Amersham, Advanced Health Education/Med-Relief Staffing, Alliance Imaging, MEDEFIS, Siemens Medical Solutions, RamSoft and Dictaphone Corporation. We thank Bob Clegg with Shared Imaging for hosting the hospitality suite on Tue. and Wed. evening. There were 2 presentations on Radiation Safety for the N.M. licensed techs. Techs are required to have 2 hrs. Rad. Safety C.E. per year to maintain their state license. New 64 slice C.T. technology was very interesting.  When C.T. imaging first started it took 60 seconds per slice to generate an image; today we can perform the examination of the lungs and abdomen in about 60 seconds and have possibly 1000 images to view.  Where will the technology take us in the future. Siemens is already talking about new technology of over 200 slices and multiple x-ray tubes. Radiologists will need a computer to pre-screen images rather than have to review thousands of images. The talk on Ergonomics by Pat Murphy pointed out numerous areas where the US techs have caused themselves wrist and back problems by not following good ergonomics. CAD technology for Breast imaging and future lung and abdominal image over reads was of great interest, Jeff Andrus presented the material from the stand point of the customer and how it could benefit the over all treatment of pathology. ASRT staff Duvonne Campbell and Christine Lung presented the CARE act, how it affects technologists today and how it will affect the imaging profession in the future. The tour of the ASRT office complex was very interesting to see how the office has changed from 10-K square feet to presently 60-K sq. ft. of office space with a staff of over 100 folks. Nov. 1995 there were 50-K members of ASRT and today over 115-K.
Technologist’s of the Year Award Nominations for Techs of the year should be submitted to the director by April 1, 2005.  Anyone may nominate a tech for this most prestigious award.  Forms are available through the office of the director MIP.

Mobile Digital Mammography
Aberdeen area IHS dedicated the new mobile digital Mammography unit in Belcourt, ND. The unit will travel throughout ND and SD serving communities for 1 and 2 days of service at each location. This is a special project and IHS is proud to be on the cutting edge of technology serving the Native American population.

AREA BYTES:
ABERDEEN:

Welcome Alexandria Dobson, supervisor at Browning, MT. Alex transferred from Lamedeer.

Chester Begay was given the position of supervisor at the new Winnebago, NE hospital.

ALASKA:

ANMC the leader of new imaging equipment of all IHS facilities for decades has again taken the lead with their new GE 16 slice CT machine.

ALBUQUERQUE:

Neal Roush is the new dept. manager at Zuni, NM. Neal transferred from Whiteriver, AZ.
BEMIDJI:

White Earth H.C. Jo Hanson was promoted to supervisor. She has worked at the facility for a number of years doing X-ray and Mammo.

Dale DeBrot at Lac Courte Oreilles Tribal Clinic has a new Quantum XR unit with AEC and a high low table. This is the first time Dale has had AEC during his 32 year career.
BILLINGS:

Crown Agency Hospital has a new GE X-ray room, Arlen Whiteman is the dept. manager.

NAVAJO:

Conference calls with the area CMO Doug Peter, MD and M.I. dept. managers takes place every other month to discuss issues, planning, staffing and future purchases of equipment. Good idea for all areas.
Items reviewed by facility are: 
CrownPoint, NM: GE Digital Mammo unit and Kodak CR installed.

GIMC researching purchase of a MR versus mobile service.

Welcome new dept. manager at Tuba City Marjorie Chinnock. She joins our team from the public sector leaving Ohio for AZ sunshine.

Tuba City, AZ has mobile MR imaging service 1 day/week and is considering purchasing their own unit.

Northern Navajo Medical Center welcomes James Nelson CT tech from Framington, NM and Mike King evening duty tech from MI. Mike lives in Cortez, CO.

Shiprock, NM purchased (Gold seal) GE 8 slice CT with software pkgs., Vascular, Colonoscopy and 3-D reconstruction. They also have mobile MR service 1 day/week.

PHOENIX:

Hopi H.C. welcome Shawn Horelica from Wharton, Texas. Shawn was a PSC contract tech prior to signing on with IHS. He liked the community and cultural events so much (especially the food), that he joined our team. He does X-Ray and CT.
Hopi H.C. welcome recent grad Stacy Talahytewa. He is from Third Mesa, Moenkopi village. He has been a tremendous addition to the staff. He is also a talented artist.
Owyhee, NV Dawn has a new Del X-ray machine with new technology.

PIMC, Phoenix, AZ has a new Array model 2905 laser film digitizer for use in sending portable film images electronically to the ICU. Also have a new broker to route 12 lines of communications receiving digital images for interpretation and a archive unit for storing images electronically for the sites the Radiologists are reading images for.
San Carlos rolled out the red carpet to welcome two transfers from White

River, Ken Noise and Pauline Charlie. Ken started his IHS career in San Carlos many moons ago.

Whiteriver, AZ IHS hospital welcomed Sarah Ambrosy from PA and John Nicholus from Pine Top, AZ, John covers the weekend shifts.

SSR Special Salary Rate continues in effect with a 3.5% increase for ’05.

Radiologist Corner
Welcome Stephan Friedman, MD at GIMC, Gallup, NM. He comes to us from Bellingham, WA where he had been working on computer projects.

Chapter 21 is under going the final review process and should receive approval soon.

Advance national magazine Dec. 13 issue page 2-A had a nice article on living and working in AZ and a picture of the MIP director holding the AZ flag as part of the opening ceremony for the parade of flags at the ASRT convention held in Dallas.

Project Trams-Am Equipment
Washoe Tribal H.C. Gardnerville, NV received a GE MPV X-ray machine. 

Lincoln, NE Tribal H.C. received a GE-DXD-350 x-ray machine.

New imaging service for both clinics.

Equipment delivered at no cost.

Mike Logg son of Leslie Logg graduated from x-ray training Dec. 16th and did the ARRT exam the same day. Mike is looking at IHS as a career path. He is in CT training and would like to go to GIMC to work and do his clinical training in CT.
RPMS Rad. Pkg. 5.0 Training
ABQ, NM

Feb. 1-3, 2005

OK City, OK

Feb. 15-17

Aberdeen, SD
April 12-14

Sacramento, CA
August 9-11

Course is Category A approved for 18.5 hrs. CE credit through ASRT. You must attend all 3 days to receive credit; NO partial credit offered. Instructor is Patrick Beatty, ABQ, IT Information Technology dept. Register for attendance on their web site.
IHS Radiographer License Policy

Effective Jan. 13, 1986 IHS required new employees and transfers as Radiologic Technologists for medical imaging services to have and maintain either a state license as an RT or PTR or national RT license. Rad. Techs in the 647 series were grand-fathered without a license providing they remained at their location of employment on 1-12-1986 throughout the remainder of their career in gov. service. All RT's and PTR’s are required to maintain their license in good standing. Hiring actions have taken place where a Tech was hired for a staff or supervisory position and did not have in their possession a valid license for doing x-ray imaging services.
License: Intent statement regarding appropriate documentation for current licensure revised to include. Current licensure verification through primary source at the time of appointment and at reappointment, or renewal. Technologists are personally responsible for maintaining their national and/or state license up-to-date and in good standing with the certifying board. Failure to do so could include removal from duty until licensure reinstatement occurs.

Office of the Secretary of State Tommy Thompson through the office of Global Health Affairs has requested assistance through the office of the director MIP to assist in a fact finding mission to present a CT unit and accessories for the General Hospital located in Nogales, Sonora, Mexico.
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