









<Date>
<Beneficiary Full Name>

<Address>

<City, State  Zip Code>

Dear <Beneficiary Full Name>:
Since you are a Medicare beneficiary receiving health care services at the <Name of Health Care Facility>, we want to provide you with information about the new Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage starting January 1, 2006.  Health care beneficiaries who have both Medicare and Medicaid and who currently receive medications from the Indian Health Service (IHS), a Tribe/Tribal Organization, or an Urban Indian health program (I/T/U) will not see any change in where or how they receive their medications.  What will change is who is paying for the medications.  Starting January 1, 2006, Medicare will help pay for your prescription drugs instead of Medicaid.  If you continue to be eligible for Medicaid, Medicaid will still pay for your health care costs that Medicare doesn’t cover.  

As a beneficiary eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid, you will receive a letter (yellow in color) from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) in late October or early November telling you about this new benefit.  The letter will also tell you which drug plan you will be enrolled in if you do not take any action by December 31, 2005.  This change in your prescription drug coverage should be at no cost to you.  Medicare will enroll you in a plan where you pay no monthly premium or deductible costs.

Medicare beneficiaries (who also have Medicaid) will be randomly assigned to an eligible drug plan, and in some cases, beneficiaries may be assigned to a plan that does not have a payment agreement with the local I/T/U site.  It is important that when you receive the CMS letter, you should contact <name of person or office to contact> at <Phone Number> and set up an appointment to come to the <Name of Health Care Facility> to discuss this new drug coverage and make sure you are enrolled in a plan that best meets your health care needs.   Medicare beneficiaries can change plans starting November 15, 2005. 

If you would like to find out more about the Medicare Prescription Drug Coverage before you meet with <name of person or office to contact>, please read the “Medicare & You 2006” handbook that Medicare mailed to you in October 2005 or look on the Internet at www.medicare.gov.    







      Sincerely,







      Signature of CEO
