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109-275 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS BILL, 2007 109TH CONGRESS SENATE

INDIAN HEALTH FACILITIES

	Appropriations, 2006
	$353,211,000

	Budget estimate, 2007
	347,287,000

	House allowance
	363,573,000

	Committee recommendation
	357,287,000


The Committee recommends $357,287,000 for Indian health facilities, an increase of $4,076,000 above the current year enacted level, $10,000,000 above the budget request and $6,286,000 below the House allowance. The $10,000,000 increase is provided within health care facilities construction for the Barrow, Alaska, hospital project. In agreement with the request, the Committee has included $17,664,000 to complete construction of the PIMC, SW Ambulatory Care Center in Komatke, Arizona. 

The Committee is aware of the Service's proposal to use third party collections to acquire land in order to expand parking facilities at the W.W. Hastings Hospital in Tahlequah, Oklahoma, and authorizes the Service to proceed with the purchase. Similarly, the Committee approves of the Service's intention to use up to $2,700,000 in previously identified unobligated balances for the purchase of land for construction of the northern and southern California youth regional treatment centers. The Committee expects the Service to move forward with these two acquisitions as it was directed to do in the joint explanatory statement of the committee of conference accompanying House Report 108-792. 

The Committee is extremely concerned about the growing backlog of facility construction projects throughout Indian country and the failure by both the Indian Health Service and the Department of Health and Human Services to request adequate funding to meet this need. The Committee notes that multiple facility projects have been waiting for funding for several years. In fiscal year 2008, the Committee expects the Service, in conjunction with the Department, to resume a more aggressive approach to funding facilities construction and request funds for the projects now at the top of the priority list and ready to proceed, including both the Barrow and Nome, Alaska, hospitals. 

