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Policy:  Hospital employees, who are potential witnesses or discovers of a hazardous substance release, must have an awareness of the hazardous potential of those incidents and know how to initiate appropriate response actions.

Purpose:  To protect the health of employees who witness or discover a hazardous substance release.

Definitions:

A.  CHEMTREC:  Chemical Transportation Emergency Center.  A public service of the Chemical Manufacturer's Association.  Operates a 24 hour emergency number for assistance in hazardous material incidents.

B.  ATSDR:  Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry.  Operates a 24 hour emergency number for health related support in hazardous material emergencies.

C.  NRC:  National Response Center.  Operated by the US Coast Guard.  A release of a reportable quantity of a hazardous substance into the environment must be reported to the NRC.

Procedures:

Transportation Incidents:

Any employee who witnesses or discovers a transportation incident involving hazardous substances shall:

1.
Approach the incident from uphill/upwind to a point where the placard or orange panel can be identified.

2.
Keep people away from the incident scene.

3.
Do not walk into or touch any spilled material.

4.
Stay clear of all vapors, fumes, and smoke.

5.
Identify the substance by use of the 4-digit ID number located on the placard, orange panel, shipping papers, or package.

6.
Look up the substance in the DOT Emergency Response Guidebook located in the glove compartment of each government ambulance.

7.
Read the appropriate guide page carefully before taking any action.  Any efforts made to rescue persons must be weighed against the possibility that the employee could become part of the problem.  

8.
Call CHEMTREC (1-800-424-9300) and/or ATSDR to obtain assistance for the most effective handling of the incident.

9.
Enter the area only with the appropriate level of skin and respiratory protection as recommended by CHEMTREC and ATSDR.  (Level A, B, C, or D)

10.
If appropriate skin and respiratory protection is not available, the employee should stop, retreat to a safe distance, establish a perimeter, call for help, and wait until the appropriate experts and equipment arrive.  No employee is expected to risk their life in the performance of any job.

11.
XXX Fire Department has a regional hazardous material response team.  They will respond to incidents anywhere in YYY Service Unit.  For emergency assistance call ZZZ-ZZZ-1430.

Internal Incidents:  

Internal releases of hazardous materials should be handled in accordance with OHSM: 006, Hazardous Material Spills Within The Hospital.  If a reportable quantity of chemical is released, the Safety Officer will make the report to NRC.  (!-800-424-8802)

Decontamination of Employees:

Employees shall avoid contact with hazardous substances whenever possible.  Should contact occur, employees shall be decontaminated as soon as possible.  Since the methods to be used to decontaminate employees and equipment differ from one chemical to another, CHEMTREC and ATSDR should be called to determine the most appropriate procedure.  Examples of decontamination plans are outlined in Exhibits I-11 and I-12. (Source: ATSDR)  Contaminated clothing and equipment should be removed after use and stored in a controlled area (hot zone) until cleanup procedures can be evaluated.  In some cases, protective clothing and equipment cannot be decontaminated and must be disposed of in a safe and prudent manner.

Patient Decontamination:

XXX Fire Department has the equipment to decontaminate patients at the scene, and they can set up a decontamination station outside of the emergency room.  ____ Hospital has a wading pool, plastic sheet, and TYVEK suits on hand for minor decontamination procedures.  (See emergency room policies)

Levels of Training:

1.
Employees who are potential witnesses or discovers of a hazardous substance release must have an awareness of the hazardous potential of those incidents and know how to initiate appropriate response actions.  No specific hourly training is required by OSHA.

2.
First responders must have at least 8 hours of training and be able to assess the risks of hazardous material incidents, select and use personal protective equipment (PPE), and implement basic control and decontamination procedures.
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