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POLICY:
This policy covers the storage and handling of compressed  gases.

PURPOSE:
To protect patients, visitors, and employees from        injuries associated with improper handling of compressed  gases.

PROCEDURE:

Introduction:

The types of gases covered in this document include, but are not limited to medical oxygen, nitrous oxide, nitrogen, and acetylene.


Safety Standards:

A.
Cylinder and Container Management



1.
Cylinders or supply containers shall be constructed, tested and maintained in accordance with DOT regulations.



2.
Cylinder labels shall be verified before use. If the label is illegible, the cylinder shall be returned to the supplier.


B.
Storage Requirements



1.
Cylinders are located on the outside loading dock next to the Emergency Room back door.



2.
Cylinders are marked "FULL" or "EMPTY" respectively and should be stored in that segregated area.



3.
Storage locations for oxygen or nitrous oxide shall be kept free of flammable and combustible materials.



4.
Cylinders shall be fastened securely to prevent accidental damage or dislocation.



5.
Compressed gases should never be stored in areas with a temperature above 130 degrees Fahrenheit, near spark producing devices, and smoking prohibited in these areas.



6.
The cylinder valve caps are supplied for protection and shall be secured in place unless the cylinder is connected for use.



7.
See NFPA 99 for additional requirements.


C.
Moving Cylinders



1.
Cylinder carriers with securing chains shall be used when transporting. Cylinders shall never be dragged or grabbed by the valve, stem, or regulator.



2.
Shipping caps shall be placed on cylinders before moving them.


D.
Administering the Contents



1.
Cylinders shall be properly secured and the regulator properly installed when in use.



2.
Oil from the skin or gloves shall never be allowed to come in contact with valves or fittings on oxygen or nitrous oxide cylinders, and these valves and fittings shall never be lubricated.



3.
The cylinder opening shall be cleared of contaminants by slightly opening and closing the valve, before attaching fittings. (This procedure shall never be done when using flammable gases).



4.
All fittings shall be kept tight. (If there is thought to be a leak, check with a non oil base soap solution ).



5.
Valves shall be opened slowly into the full open position. Failure to do so may cause leakage around the valve. Also, opening valves quickly may damage the regulator.



6.
Only the appropriate fittings shall be used. Never attempt to force or make-shift fittings.



7.
Medical gas cylinders shall not be exhausted completely since this may result in accidental back-flow of contaminants into the cylinder.






