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Policy:  _____Service Unit shall comply with the OSHA Confined Space Standard, 29 CFR Part 1910.146.

Purpose:  To protect workers from toxic, explosive, or asphyxiating atmospheres.

Definitions:

A confined space is defined as an area which:

1.
Has adequate size and configuration for employee entry;

2.
Has limited means of access or egress; and

3.
Is not designed for continuous employee occupancy.

A permit required confined space is a confined space that:

1.
Contains or has the potential to contain a hazardous atmosphere;

2.
Contains a material that has the potential for engulfing an entrant;

3.
Has an internal configuration such that an entrant could be trapped or asphyxiated by inwardly converging walls or by a floor which slopes downward and tapers to a smaller cross-section; or

4.
Contains any other recognized serious safety or health hazard.

A permit required confined space program is the overall program for controlling and protecting employees from permit space hazards and for regulating employee entry into permit spaces.

Procedures:

1.
The Safety Officer and Facility Manager shall evaluate _____Service Unit workplaces to determine if any spaces are permit required confined spaces. (See attached flowchart)

2.
If the workplace contains permit spaces, employees shall be informed by posting danger signs.  (For example, a sign reading, DANGER - PERMIT REQUIRED CONFINED SPACE - DO NOT ENTER would satisfy the requirement)  

3.
If it is determined that employees will not enter permit spaces, effective measures shall be taken to prevent employees from entering the permit spaces.

4.
If it is determined that employees will enter permit spaces, written programs shall be developed to prevent unauthorized entry, to identify and evaluate confined space hazards, and to establish procedures and practices for safe entry and rescue.  A program shall be written for each type of confined space.  

5.
The written programs shall specify procedures for a permit system.  An entry supervisor must authorize entry, prepare and sign written permits, order corrective measures if necessary, and cancel permits when work is completed.  Permits must be available to all permit space entrants at the time of entry and should extend only for the duration of the task.  They must be retained for a year to facilitate review of the confined space program.  A review of the permit program must take place at least annually.

6.
Training shall be provided to employees required to enter confined spaces.  Employer certification of training must include the employee's name, the signature of the trainer, and the dates of training.  Training shall be provided:


Before the employee is first assigned duties;


Before there is a change in assigned duties;


Whenever there is a change in permit space operations that presents a hazard about which an employee has not previously been trained; or


Whenever the employer has reason to believe that there are deviations from the permit space entry procedures required by the standard or that there are inadequacies in the employee's knowledge or use of these procedures.

7.
The written programs shall specify the method of rescue service that will be utilized.

8.
The Service Unit shall provide the following information to outside contractors:


Advise contractors why the space is a permit space;


Share with the contractor any information concerning the host employer's experience with the space;


Inform contractors that they must comply with a permit-required confined space entry program which meets the requirements of the standard;


Inform the contractor of any special procedures or precautions the host employer takes to protect his employees who work in or around the space where the contractor will work;


Coordinate entry operations when employees of more than one employer will be working in the space simultaneously, preventing employees of different employers from endangering each other; and


Conduct a debriefing session at the end of the job to discuss any hazards encountered during the entry.

9.
An entry permit shall contain the following:


Identification of the space;


Purpose of the entry;


Date and duration of the permit;


List of authorized entrants;


Names of current attendants and the entry supervisor;


List of hazards in the permit space;


List of measures to isolate the space and eliminate/control hazard;


Acceptable entry conditions;


Results of tests initialed by the person performing test;


Rescue and emergency services available and means to summon them;


Communication procedures for attendants and entrants;


Any required equipment;


Any other necessary information; and


Any additional permits such as for hot work.

10.
Alternate procedures for entering a permit confined space may be used if:


It can be demonstrated that the only hazard is an actual or potential hazardous atmosphere; and


It can be demonstrated that continuous forced air ventilation alone is sufficient to maintain that permit space safe for entry.


See OSHA Standard 1910.146 (c) (5) for details of alternate procedures.

11.
When there are changes in the use or configuration of a non-permit confined space that might increase the hazards to entrants, the space shall be reevaluated and if necessary, reclassified as a permit required confined space.

12.
A space classified as permit-required may be reclassified as a non-permit confined space under procedures specified in section (c) (7) of the Standard.
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