TO:

ADDRESSEES

(As Listed Below)

FROM:
Institutional Environmental Health Program Manager

IHS Headquarters, Rockville, Maryland

SUBJECT:
MINUTES OF THE IEH OFFICER'S CONFERENCE CALL 

March 13, 2003
DATE:

March 13, 2003
ADDRESSEES:

ABERDEEN AREA – Curt Smelley present 

ALASKA – Mark Kelty absent, Bob Berger absent, Rick Orlando absent, Keith Cook present 
ALBUQUERQUE AREA – Mike Lewis absent 
BEMIDJI AREA – Casey Crump present
BILLINGS AREA - John Sery present
CALIFORNIA AREA – Geoff Langer present 
NASHVILLE AREA – Kit Grosch absent
NAVAJO AREA – Steve Breithaupt present, John Smart present, Gary Gefroh absent
OKLAHOMA AREA – Richard Turner present 
PHOENIX AREA –Greg Heck present, Dave McMahon absent, Chris Kates absent
PORTLAND AREA - Al Knapp present, Linda Tiokasin present
TUCSON AREA – Quanah Nail present  

EHSC, ALBUQUERQUE – Jeff Morris absent
HQ – Kelly Taylor absent, Gary Carter present, Brian Hroch present
AGENDA ITEMS:

STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT: (Merritt) – notes from San Diego 2003 Meeting

Membership Number: 7 including Chair

Terms: 2 years staggered beginning 02/21/2003

Decision Making Rules: By consensus

Membership: Recommended by Steering Committee and Confirmed by IEH Officers at Large

USUHS Residency Advisory Committee: Will be the IEH Steering Committee
WEBCident (Merritt) HQ Implementation will begin next week. Chris Kates wanted to know when the WebCident data would be made available to the service units.
FDA IAG STATUS:  (Merritt Lake) FDA gave us our options and our decision remains the same – the Area Offices will underwrite the Radiation equipment costs and they can chose between FDA or another vendor/organization for their services. John is doing an inventory rollup to see the viability of  securing a service contract for a number of service units.
HQ COOP: (Merritt) HQ COOP Training completed this week and HQ Table Top Exercise scheduled for April 12. These exercises will be used as guidelines for the Area Office exercises. Structure is being developed as we go so results are slower than expected. National Alert Level Orange is a distinct possibility if war is declared and in some cases Alert Level Red.

USUHS MPH Residency Orientation: – (Merritt Lake)  In an effort to conserve conference calls and our time the MPH Residency Advisory Committee is now the Steering Committee. MPH Candidates Orientation in June at HQ will include house search, ID Badge issued, parking badge issued, books ordered, HQ and USUHS introductions. Steering Committee will notify me if there are any other issues that need to be addressed with candidates during Orientation.
PRIORITY WORKGROUPS – The old workgroups were done away with at the Annual Workshop and Priority Workgroups were established. WebCident, Radiation, Chapter 9 and the definition of the IEH Areas of responsibilities were the main groups. When the notes on the Annual Meeting are received by me I will distribute them.

EHSC REPORT – (Merritt) Jeff said he would provide information on each conference call regarding the status of their training classes.

EMS – (Merritt) Environmental management System is still a hot topic with DHHS and it’s agencies. DHHS is trying to assemble a 12 step guideline as to how we can comply with this Executive Order. The draft was sent out for review this week and as soon as it is finalized HQ will send it out to the Areas.
COMMENTS

ABERDEEN AREA – Curt Smelley present, will return all FDA equipment and purchase new RadCal Equipment

ALASKA – Keith Cook present -  None

ALBUQUERQUE AREA –  

BEMIDJI AREA – Casey Crump present

BILLINGS AREA - John Sery present, working on the IEH position description and expects it to be announced soon.
CALIFORNIA AREA – Geoff Langer present – already sent his MDA to RadCal for calibration 

NASHVILLE AREA – 

NAVAJO AREA – Steve Breithaupt present, John Smart present, Radiation equipment inventory incomplete but expect it to be done in a week.
OKLAHOMA AREA – Richard Turner present, Piper Stege presentation at Annual Workshop mentioned Lead Vest recycling. This has proved to be more difficult than presented. Any officers who have information on how to address this please respond.
PHOENIX AREA –Greg Heck present, Priority Workgroup Chairs should present reports on Conference calls on the status of their workgroup. 

PORTLAND AREA - Al Knapp present, Linda Tiokasin present, None
TUCSON AREA – Quanah Nail present,  None
EHSC, ALBUQUERQUE –

HQ – Gary Carter present, Brian Hroch present, None
Conference Call Dates:     Every other Month
May 15, (Thursday)

June 17, (Thursday)

3:00 pm EST

Dial In Number: 1-888-282-5992
Duration: One Hour / 24 participants
* Leader of Call: Merritt Lake

* Pass Code: 19847









/S/









Commander Merritt M. Lake


cc:
 Director, Division of Environmental Health Services


Area Institutional Environmental Health Officers 

