TO:

ADDRESSEES

(As Listed Below)

FROM:
Institutional Environmental Health Program Manager

IHS Headquarters, Rockville, Maryland

SUBJECT:
MINUTES OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE CONFERENCE CALL 

November 14, 2002
DATE:

November 14, 2002
ADDRESSEES:

ABERDEEN AREA – Curt Smelley 

ALASKA – Mark Kelty (absent)
CALIFORNIA AREA – Geoff Langer
OKLAHOMA AREA – Richard Turner (absent)
PHOENIX AREA – Chris Kates 
EHSC, ALBUQUERQUE – Jeff Morris

HQ – Kelly Taylor (absent)
AGENDA ITEMS:

MISSION STATEMENT
This needs to be a priority and should be a final product before we meet in February. Look at CAPT Langer’s edition (the only one submitted) and we will start from there.
WEBCident (Richard Turner)
 I spoke to Richard this week and he stated that in the Basic & Advanced Safety Course we should make its (WEBCident) importance known. Progress on rollout is on track.
RADIATION SERVICES  - FDA IAG (Merritt)
Meeting with the Clinical Director team next week to determine options. FDA IAG is not in place so hold all calibrations/repairs/ replacements until this issue is resolved. Proxtronics contract is still not signed but services will continue as usual. Clinical will probably want to continue with the Rad Badge Program as in the past but the FDA IAG, because of the drastic increase, will most likely be remodeled to some degree – most likely a drastic change will occur in the availability of services from FDA through IHS HQ.
RESIDENCY ANNOUNCEMENT (Merritt Lake)
Announcement will be posted by December 6th. MPH Residency Advisory Committee (McMahon, Morris, Kelty) are reviewing it. This announcement will be in the form of a shorter more concise document that hopefully will be an easy read.
RESIDENCY ADVISORY COMMITTEE – (McMahon, Kelty, Morris)
Formed to assist HQ with USUHS MPH Residency Program. Conference Calls will be scheduled. This committee is small in an effort to increase efficiency but this should not dissuade all the IEH officers from contacting this committee with their input.
COOP– (Merritt Lake) 
HQ had its first Table Top Exercise on COOP with the hope that it would be a developmental tool for Area Offices to use as a template. After action meeting will be held next week to discuss strengths and weaknesses of plan. Admiral Grim was in attendance as was Admirals Hartz, Harry and most key personnel at HQ. This type of attendance was essential to the success of this plan.
Environmental Health Workgroup Chair – (Merritt Lake) MOLD
Curt says no need for a policy. Too much emphasis on sampling and not enough on remediation. HQ should present a simple consistent guideline.
WORKGROUP REPORT -
OPEN DISCUSSION & AREA ANNOUNCEMENTS

Aberdeen – Curt CDC Study on MOLD in Belcourt
Alaska – Mark Kelty (absent)
California – Geoff Langer working on Mold issues; Phoenix certification training 
Phoenix – Chris Kates – Safety Workgroup is working on an OSHA assessment tool

Oklahoma – Richard Turner (absent)
Environmental Health Support Center – Jeff Morris NIOSH IAQ Speaker for IEH
IEH WORKGROUPS

Environmental Health (Chair: Gary Carter – Members: Gary Gefroh, Jeff Langer, Jeff Morris
Professional Development ( Chair: Jeff Morris – Members: Chris Kates, Linda Tiokasin)

Safety and Security Management (Chair: Greg Heck- Members: Bob Berger, Steve Breithaupt, Butch Creamer, Chris Kates
Infection Control and Employee Health (Chair: Richard Turner- Members: Linda Tiokasin, Mike Lewis, Curt Smelley
DataBase ( Chair: John Smart- Members: John Holland, Dave McMahon, Richard Turner)

Ergonomics (Chair: Keith Varvel-Members: John Smart, Kit Grosch, John Holland, Greg Heck)

Radiation(Chair: Curt Smelley- Members: Al Knapp, Keith Cook, Mike Lewis)

Industrial Hygiene (Chair: Gary Gefroh- Members: Rick Orlando, Merritt Lake)

The next conference call will be held at 12:30 p.m. EDT on Thursday, December 12.  Call-in instructions are as follows:

December 12 (Thursday)

The following information remains the same for all scheduled calls:

Time: 12:30pm (Eastern Time)

Dial In Number: 1-888-282-5992

Duration: One Hour / 7 participants
* Leader of Call: Merritt Lake

* Pass Code: to be announced









/S/









Commander Merritt M. Lake


cc:
 Director, Division of Environmental Health Services


Area Institutional Environmental Health Officers 

