Dear PA Friend and Colleague

The following is helpful information about Physician Assistants in Indian Health Service (IHS) and Public Health Service (PHS)

Interested in working for Indian Health Service: 

Go to www.ihs.gov and search for jobs by profession (physician assistant) or by state.  You can also type in “nurse” to search for nurse practitioner positions – then call the clinical director at the site.  The human resource departments are helpful but you really should try to talk to the person who you would be working for: the Clinical Director at the facility.

While on the home page of the IHS website you can search for an individual facility by clicking on “Area Office” then search within the 11 IHS areas for various clinical sites.  Many clinical sites are now owned by the tribes and they may not list their job openings on the IHS website.   Again, you should call and ask for the Clinical Director at the facility in which you have a job or student rotation interest.  Persistence and visits to facilities often pay off.

Interested in IHS Loan Repayment:

You must first be an employee of an Indian Health federal, tribal or urban clinical program.  Loan repayment is offered to employees working in highest need areas.  The need is determined by a scoring system based on PA vacancies.  Go to www.ihs.gov and search under “jobs and scholarships” for information about Loan Repayment.  To see what PA sites scored high in the 2007-2008 cycle go to:  http://www.ihs.gov/NonMedicalPrograms/NC4/nc4-pas.asp and click on PA Loan Repayment Site Ratings, IHS
While there, feel free to browse the IHS/PA site for other interesting information.

Interested in becoming a Physician Assistant in PHS Commissioned Corps:

The Physician Assistants in US Public Health Service are Commissioned Officers who work in Indian Health Service as well as 7 other Federal Agencies.  The USPHS is one of the 7 uniform services. We are afforded all the ranks, privileges and accountability of the other services (Army, Air Force, Navy, Marines, Coast Guard, National Oceanographers) but our mission is solely Public Health.  Within the PHS most of us hold regular full-time clinical jobs as PAs and have the additional responsibility of responding to national emergencies, including hurricanes, earthquakes, biological warfare and man-made disasters.  The PHS will offer you an experience like no other service.  To learn more about the US PHS Commissioned Corps go to http://www.usphs.gov/  and to learn about PAs in USPHS go to http://usphs-hso.org/
Student rotations may be available at the following sites (Ask for the Clinical Director, Medical Director or Student Coordinator)

	1. ALASKA Native Medical  Center-(907) 729-2436 (Paul Hager, PA-C);  Kelly Swanson PA-C 907-729-1623;  Ortho

	2. ARAPAHOE Health Clinic, WYOMING-(307) 856-9281

	3. LAWTON Indian Hospital, OK (580) 354-5000 (580) 353-0350 (888) 275-4886 

	4. CROWNPOINT, New Mexico-505-786-5291

	5. PHOENIX Indian Medical Center (602) 263-1200, Karen Camilli,  Karen.camilli@ihs.gov  or George Majus PA-C  george.majus@ihs.gov ;  Surgery, Ortho, Emergency Med, OB/GYN, Family Practice, Internal Medicine

	6. PINE RIDGE Service Unit, Kyle, South Dakota:  (605) 455-2451

	7. YAKIMA Indian Health, WA-509-865-2102, Dr. Dan Hocson ext 213,  Sally Brown, PA ext 391;   Family Practice with urgent Care

	8. JICARILLA Service Unit, Dulce, New Mexico (505) 759-3291 or 7241; Richard March PA; Family Practice/Urgent Care

	9. NORTHERN NAVAJO Medical Center, SHIPROCK, NM 505-368-6001

	10. CHEYENNE RIVER Service Unit , EAGLE BUTTE , SD:  (605) 964-7724

	11. ACL HOSP, SAN FIDEL NM, (505) 552-5300; Vicky Chee PA-C, ext 5447; rural medicine, ER/Urgent Care

12. KAYENTA Service Unit, Inscription House Health Center,  New Mexico,  Dr. James Thomas, 928-672-3049;  Family Practice, Urgent   Care,  Rural Medicine

	13. PINE RIDGE Service Unit, WANBLEE, SD: (605) 462-6155

	14. CHEROKEE Indian Hospital, Cherokee, NC: 828-497-9163;  Frances Placide, PA;  family practice, internal medicine, Urgent Care, peds

15. BLACKFEET Service Unit; Montana, 406 338-6404 or 6370, Dr. Jo Gray;  ER, peds, Urgent Care, surgery, OB/GYN, rural med

	16. NIMIIPUU Tribal Health Center, Lapwai, Idaho 208-843-2271

	17. GRANT Indian Medical Center, Navajo, NM 505-772-1260

18. U &O Indian Health,  Ft. Duchesne, UT, Dr. Steve Pehrson, 435-725-6801; (Family  practice)


   19. SHIPROCK Service Unit, New Mexico, John Bryan 505-368-6002   pager 131; GYN, Ortho, ENT, wound care

   20. Rosebud Indian Health Facility, Rosebud, South Dakota; Family practice, peds, ER, UC, OB/GYN  Dr. Valerie Parker, 605-747-2231
For More information about PA programs in IHS or US PHS contact CDR Frances Placide at frances.placide@ihs.gov or frances.placide@cherokeehospital.org


