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BACKGROUND. Until recently public health advisors and the Policy oL the

'ndiran Heal'th Service recomended that all hospital and field healt
pers.onr}eld be vacmtrﬁat ed against smallpox if not done previously and re-
vacClnatea every three yearS.  Precautions and procedures regardjng this
sub%ect were promul gated in Indian _a\t_ﬂ Crcular No. e735890%dj lgH]
1975.  Recently proggess in the eradication of smallpox has |ed the
Center for Disease Control to issue new recomrendations in this re?ard,
no I.on?er recommendi ng systematicprograms of routine vaccination o
hospital and health personnel.

2. PQLICY. Since the risk of snallﬂgx inmportation into the United States is
now essentially nil, the Indian Heal th Service no |onger reconmends sYste-
matic prograns of routine vaccination of. hospital and health personnel.
Vaccination is still necessary for travelers going to countries that
require valid International Certificates of Vaccination for travelers
who have bheen in Ethiopia in the 2 weeks before returning to the United
States, and for personnel of |aboratories working with variola virus.

3. REFERENCES.  “Morhidity and Mortality” Weekly Report, Center for Disease
Control, U'S. Departnent of Health, Education, and Welfare, Public Health
Service, Vol. 25, No. 2, January 17, 1976.

4. SUPERSESSION. This Circular supersedes Circular No. 75-8 dated July 17,
1975, and Gircular No. 66-6 dated September 8, 1966.
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