
TOPICS MENTIONED BY RESPONDENTS

Key Word POLITICAL/LEGAL TOPICS Count

Authorities Legislation, laws, regulations 26

Tribes Federal Tribes and / or Tribal organizations 9

Entitlement Federal health services as legal individual entitlements 7

Sovereignty Tribal sovereignty, governments, choice 5

Key Word APPROACH AND METHOD TOPICS Count

Infrastructure System-wide support functions and capacity 21

Workforce Types, #s, capabilities, credentials of workers 18

Partnerships Connections and cooperation with other systems 10

Initiatives Director's initiatives and priorities 10

Training Development and training of the IHS workforce 9

Billing Relating to billing and reimbursements 8

EHR Electronic Health Record and information technology 8

Organization IHS organizational structure 6

Bureaucracy Relating to regulations, bureaucracy, federal rules 5

Key Word ECONOMIC TOPICS Count

Efficiency Needs / opportunities to improve services per $ 13

Prices Rising prices, costs, inflation , calls for controls 9

Revenues Relating to funding, resources, collections 8

Waste Inefficiencies and imprudent programs or spending 5

Patient Pays Relating to cost sharing by patients 3

Key Word FUNDING TOPICS Count

Funding Funding topics, typically calls to augment 15

Collections Collections, third party income issues 10

Limitations Limitations relating to inadequate funding 9

Costs Relating to expenses, rising costs, need to control 10

Expansion Calls to expand income, typically by appropriation 6

Other Sources Relating to non-IHS sources of funding 5
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TOPICS MENTIONED BY RESPONDENTS

Key Word SERVICE TYPES TOPICS Count

Prevention Relating to disease prevention programs 15

Quality Relating to health services quality 11

CHS Contract Health Services (medical care paid by CHS $) 10

Public Health Public health and community focused programs 10

Primary Care Primary care services 8

3rd Party Services by 3rd parties outside IHS 6

Extended personal services Personal services, e.g., vision, dental, auditory, etc. 6

Medications Medications, prescription drugs, etc. 5

Limits Limits on coverage and restricted availability 6

Traditional Traditional native health care practices and beliefs 5

Inpatient Inpatient hospital care 1

Ambulatory Relating to services in an ambulatory setting 1

Key Word COVERAGE TOPICS Count

Public Coverage Public insurance coverage and options 7

IHS Eligibility Relating to eligibility for IHS services 5

CHS Eligibility Relating to restrictive CHS eligibility rules 5

Portability IHS services portable system wide to any site 4

Defined Benefits Uniform IHS services defined and assured to AI / AN 5

Private Coverage Relating to private insurance coverage 2

Key Word OTHER ISSUES Count

Lifestyle / Behavior Poor health relating to lifestyle / behavior 13

Chronic Chronic health problems and needs of AI / AN 9

Youth Issues relating to children and youth 7

Public Health Conditions relating to public health 5

Communities Relating to community conditions or community focus 3

Rural Relating to isolation, dispersion and rural conditions 2

Aging Relating to elders or aging population 2

* Respondents were invited to submit open ended comments on any topic related to health reform.  Staff reviewed and tagged responses into topical 

categories shown here.  The counts indicate the leading topics mentioned, but not positions on those topics.  A sense of positions is conveyed in a 

separate summary of key points which staff extracted from responses.
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