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Pertussis Vaccine Messaging for 
Pregnant Women 



Video courtesy of Mayo Clinic. Accessed 4/22/2015 at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3oZrMGDMMw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S3oZrMGDMMw


Epidemic? What epidemic?

• 2010 over 9,000 cases  
10 infant deaths

• 2014 over 11,000 cases 
3 infant deaths

> 400 hospitalizations

• 2015 already 1,674 cases 
1 infant death

CDPH. Pertussis (Whooping Cough) health information page. Accessed 4/22/2015 at 
http://www.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/discond/Pages/Pertussis.aspx 

http://www.cdph.ca.gov/HealthInfo/discond/Pages/Pertussis.aspx


Pertussis and Tdap Vaccine

Immunize pregnant patients with Tdap vaccine
between 27 and 36 weeks gestation of each

pregnancy, regardless of the number of doses of

Tdap previously received.

• Safe

• Effective

• Counting on your recommendation

CDC. Updated Recommendation for Use of Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diphtheria Toxoid, and Acellular Pertussis Vaccine 
(Tdap) in Pregnant Women – ACIP, 2012. MMWR 4/22/2013 / 62(07);131-135. 
Munoz FM, et al. Safety and immunogenicity of tetanus diphtheria and acellular pertussis (Tdap) immunization during 
pregnancy in mothers and infants: A randomized clinical trial. JAMA. 2014. 311(17):1760–9.

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm6207a4.htm
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24794369


Vaccination in pregnant women is a 

two-for-one 
healthcare intervention because it 

protects expectant mothers 
and 

improves the chances of a healthy delivery 
while providing essential 

protection for babies 
during the first few months of life.

NFID. Call to Action: Improving Vaccination Rates in Pregnant Women. March 2014. Accessed 4/22/2015 at 
http://www.nfid.org/homepage/additional-offerings/cta.pdf. 

http://www.nfid.org/homepage/additional-offerings/cta.pdf


Maternal Tdap Coverage Rates in CA

• Uptake of Tdap among pregnant 
women in CA is improving but still 
low and many barriers are 
reported.

–22% in 2013

–44% in 2014 



Give a STRONG recommendation

“Before I forget, here is a brochure on 
recommended vaccines you can take home and 
read.”

“Have you heard about the whooping cough 
vaccine? Would you consider getting the shot 
today?”

“If you can get to the pharmacy, 
you may want to get the 
whooping cough shot there.”

X

X

X



Give a STRONG recommendation

“I strongly recommend that you get the 
whooping cough shot today. 

Whooping cough is a dangerous disease that 
can make babies stop breathing. The vaccine is 

very safe for both moms and babies, and I 
recommend it to all of my patients, friends and 

family members who are pregnant. 
Getting vaccinated during your 3rd trimester 

helps maximize the protection that is passed on 
to your baby and protect your baby until 

she is old enough to get vaccinated
at two months of age.”  





How do we engage the community?

• Work closely with LHDs, child care centers, 
media outlets and other partners

• Distribute information to the general public, 
community organizations and public health 
partners

• Develop and test resources

• Provide information and tips to parents



CDPH Materials for Prenatal Care

IMM-1146

IMM-887

IMM-1145*



Focus Group Findings

Expecting? flyer

✓ Clear and persuasive

✓ Approachable

✓ High message comprehension 

✓ Improves perceptions about safety

✓ Encourages information seeking

Your baby may be at risk  poster

✓ Conveys seriousness 
✓ Risks and timing are clear
✓ High message comprehension



Materials for Prenatal Care

IMM-1143



Materials for New Parents

IMM-234



Materials on Safety

IMM-1016
IMM-915

IMM-916
IMM-1120*



Resources

On the EZIZ.org home page under Popular Links, select Pertussis Materials.



Resources

• Contact your local health department at 
http://bit.do/immunization to order FREE 
materials

• View archived webinars at EZIZ.org

• Visit CDC at 
www.cdc.gov/pertussis/pregnant/ 

http://bit.do/immunization
http://www.eziz.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/pertussis/pregnant/


Ramona’s Story

Sherron’s Story about Katie

http://shotbyshot.org/pertussis/ramonas-story-video/
http://shotbyshot.org/pertussis/ramonas-story-video/
http://shotbyshot.org/pertussis/sherrons-story-about-katie/
http://shotbyshot.org/pertussis/sherrons-story-about-katie/


Strategies to Improve

• Identify all opportunities

• Assess immunization status

• Recommend vaccine(s)

• Administer or refer

• Document



All HCPs 

• Adopt proven strategies to improve 
vaccination rates

• Adapt the materials suited to particular 
needs

• Advise expecting parents about 
recommended vaccines for themselves 
and their families



Adult Pneumococcal Vaccine 
Informing



Pneumococcal Disease

The highest incidence of invasive pneumococcal 
disease occurs in children <2 years of age, 
persons who have certain underlying conditions
and those ≥65 years 



Mark’s Story



Adult Pneumococcal Vaccination

MMWR Feb 7,  2014



New Recommendations in 2014
Beginning 2014: 
• PCV13 and PPSV23 for 

adults 65+ years

• Medicare covers both 1st & 
2nd pneumo vaccination

• PCV13 for high-risk adults; 
sometimes PPSV23 for 
certain high-risk adults.

• How many are up-to-date?

– ???????????



New Schedules: Confused Yet?



Our Solution

Download at 
www.EZIZ.org

“Resources”  >

“Immunizations 
by age”



Adults 65+ Pneumococcal Vaccine 
Focus-Testing

• They respect the severity of the disease.

• Understand they could be at-risk.

• Did not understand “pneumococcal”; 
everyone understood “pneumonia shot.”

• All knew where to go for shots.

• All liked the flyer’s important message.



Pneumococcal 
Flyer for 65+ 

Download at 
www.EZIZ.org

“Resources”  >

“Immunizations 
by age”



Distribution to Date

• 100,000+ California Dept of Aging/ AAAs

• Family practice physicians

• Geriatricians

• Gerontologists

• LHDs

• Coalitions

• Co-promote with flu 
vaccine



Adults 19-64 High Risk Focus-Testing

• Don’t necessarily recognize themselves “at-risk” 
for pneumonia.

• Wanted to better understand risk of disease.

• Don’t know there is a vaccine or that they would 
need it.

• Most knew where to get shots; not all. 
• Some unsure about insurance coverage for 

vaccines.
• After reading, more would consider getting 

vaccinated/seeking medical advice.



High-Risk 
Adult Flyer

Download at 
www.EZIZ.org

“Resources”  >

“Immunizations 
by age”



Distribution: Maximize Potential
• Disease-specific groups: Diabetes, Asthma, 

Cancer Society, Heart Assoc, Lung Assoc, 
HIV/AIDS, Sickle Cell, Smoking Cessation, 
Audiologists, Oncologists…  

• Young adults 19+, middle-age up to 64

• Community Colleges, community centers, 
CHCs…



Thank you!

Questions? CDPH Immunization Branch would 
like to help!

 Tammy.Pilisuk@cdph.ca.gov

 Jane.Pezua@cdph.ca.gov 

 EZIZ.org: sign up for our immunization 
listserv.

 ShotbyShot.org for personal stories
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