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Healthy Homes  

Presentation outline: 

• Background 

• Goal of the initiative 

• What is a healthy home 

• Health and economical benefits 

• Current steps 

• Future steps 

• Questions 



Healthy Homes  

Background: 

• The mission of the Sanitation Facilities Construction 

(SFC) Program is to provide safe water supply and 

sewer disposal for Indian homes 

• Foundation of the SFC Program is based on primary 

prevention 

• SFC Program’s initiative to update database with 

individual Indian homes for enhanced development of 

future projects (pink dots) 

• Surgeon General’s call for healthy homes (green book) 
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Healthy Homes: Background 

  
Why did the Surgeon 

General issue the Call to 

Action? 

Unhealthy and unsafe housing 

continues to affect the health 

of millions of people of all 

income levels, geographic 

areas and walks of life in U.S.  

What is the Call to Action? 

A science-based document to 

stimulate action nationwide to 

solve major public health 

problems. 
 



Healthy Homes  

Goal of the initiative: 

• While performing the SFC Program’s mission of 

providing water and sanitation facilities and completing 

the initiative to identify Indian homes, develop strategies 

for better outreach and target healthy home priorities. 

• Promote and participate in a comprehensive and 

coordinated approach for a Healthy Homes Initiative that 

will result in the greatest possible public health impact to 

California Indians. 

  

 

 



Healthy Homes  

Healthy home: A home designed, constructed, and 

maintained in a manner that supports the health and safety 

of the occupants. 

Environmental health factors/risks: 

• Drinking water and adequate waste disposal (sanitation) 

• Indoor air quality (e.g. radon, carbon monoxide) 

• Mold and moisture 

• Lead and pesticides 

• Hazardous household products 

• Home safety (e.g. slips, trips, and falls) 

• Safe/standard housing (e.g. roof, piping, electrical)  

 

 



Healthy Homes  

Health and economical benefits: 

• Access to safe drinking water and adequate waste 

disposal is essential to health and disease prevention. 

• Families with these systems require fewer medical 

services and place fewer demands on the IHS and tribal 

primary health care delivery system. 

• Impact of sanitation facilities on public health in the U.S. 

is estimated to have a rate of return of 23 to 1 for 

investments1. 
1 Cutler, D., G. Miller, 2004. The role of public health improvements in health advances: the 20th century United States. 

National Bureau of Economic Research. Working Paper 10511. Cambridge, MA, USA. 

http://www.nber.org/papers/w10511.pdf


Healthy Homes  

Current steps: 

• Overall goal: expand current services while developing 

strategies for enhanced coordination and impact    

• Application for service  

• Typical water supply and sanitation facilities 

• Public outreach 

• Information and awareness 

 

 



Healthy Homes 
Two-page application to initiate service: 

Requirements: 1) Federally recognized tribal member;  
2) primary residence; 3) legal control to land; and          
4) adequate site conditions   

     
     

 



Healthy Homes 
Typical services for home sites: 

• Water service line 

• Water well 

• Water pressure system 

• Septic tank/drainfield 

• Sewer service line  

 

 



Healthy Homes 
Public outreach: 

Posters 
Post Cards 



Healthy Homes 

Information and awareness: 

Healthy Home Booklet 

Check List 

 



Healthy Homes  

Next steps: 

• Coordination within IHS/OEHE (e.g. for the +20,000 

Indian homes, develop strategies to address the 

environmental health risks) 

• Revise IHS/OEHE procedures and documents 

accordingly (e.g. applications and/or site visits to note 

other environmental factors besides water and sewer)  

• Coordination with other partners (e.g. tribal housing 

entities and tribal health programs) 

• Additional outreach and information (e.g. posters, 

postcards, booklets)  

• Review efforts and impacts and revise as necessary 

  

 






