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HEALTHY HOME  
Presentation outline: 

 
• What is a Healthy Home 

 

• The Healthy Home Initiative 
 

• Health and Economical Benefits 
 

• Initiative Process and Community 
Outreach 
 

• IHS Home Inventory Tracking System 
 

• Questions/answers 
 



Healthy Home 
  

 

Why did the Surgeon General 
issue the Call to Action? 
Unhealthy and unsafe housing 
continues to affect the health of 
millions of people of all income 
levels, geographic areas and 
walks of life in United States. 
 
What is the Call to Action? 
The Call to Action is a science-
based document to stimulate 
action nationwide to solve major 
public health problems. 
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Presentation Notes
The Surgeon General’s Call to Action - describes the steps the nation and individual people can take to protect themselves from disease, disability and injury that may result from an unhealthy home.   The science based factors to reduce unhealthy and unsafe housing conditions are listed on the next slide  along with the federal government entities who are participating in the SG “Call to Action”.



Healthy Home  
Federal Partners 

 
– U.S. Department of Health 

and Human Services 
 

– U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 
 

– U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban 
Development 

 
– U.S. Department of 

Agriculture 

Environmental Health 
Risks 

 
• Indoor Air Quality 
• Drinking Water 
• Adequate Waste Disposal 
• Home Safety 
• Asthma & Allergies 
• Mold & Moisture 
• Carbon Monoxide 
• Lead 
• Pesticides 
• Hazardous Household 

Products 
 

 



Initiative . . . 

California Area Indian Health Service (IHS) 
is developing this initiative to: 
 
 Promote and participate in a comprehensive and 
coordinated approach to the National Healthy Homes  
Initiative that will result in the greatest possible public 
health impact to California Indians. 
 
Provide services to 50 Indian homes that do not 
have access to safe drinking water or adequate waste 
disposal in rural communities.  



Health and Economical Benefits: 
 
  Access to safe drinking water and adequate waste 
disposal is essential to human health and disease 
prevention. 

 
  Families with safe water and adequate waste 
disposal systems require fewer medical services and 
place fewer demands on the Indian Health Service and 
tribal primary health care delivery system. 
 
 The impact of sanitation facilities on public health in 
the U.S is estimated to have had a rate of return of 23 
to 1 for investments.1 

 
1 Cutler, D., G. Miller, 2004. The role of public health improvements in health advances: the 20th century United States. National 
Bureau of Economic Research. Working Paper 10511. Cambridge, MA, USA. 

  

http://www.nber.org/papers/w10511.pdf


Initiative Process 
Two-page application to initiate service: 
• Requirements: Federally recognized tribal member; 

primary residence; legal control to land; adequate site 
conditions   

 



SFC Program 
• Standard Housing means a 

dwelling that is decent, safe, 
and sanitary  

 
• As defined by 25 CFR Part 256 

Housing Improvement Program 
regulations 
 
 

 



25 CFR Standard Housing Definition 
Standard Housing means a dwelling 
that is decent, safe, and sanitary. 

 
• General construction should  

conform to local building codes. 
 

• The home should have a 
foundation, roof, windows and a 
door. 
 

• Heating system and must be safe 
to operate and maintain. 
 

• Plumbing system. 
 

• Electrical system and must meet 
electrical codes and be safe to 
operate. 

 
 

 

• Occupants per dwelling must be 
reasonable 

 
 
Note: A home can lack one 
particular utility (e.g. heating, 
plumbing and electrical) and still 
qualify for IHS assistance under 
the Healthy Home Initiative. 

 



Available Facilities  
Individual home sites: 
• Water service line 

 

• Water well 
 

• Water pressure system 
 

• Septic tank/drainfield 
 

• Sewer service line  

 



Other Resource Tools 
Healthy Home Booklet Check List 

 



Public Outreach 
Post Cards Poster 



 

HITS Home Initiative: 
Background  

   Home Inventory Tracking System (HITS) home initiative: 
• Future funding will be based on home data. 
• IHS National objective to convert homes currently in 

aggregate housing groups (e.g. Community Deficiency Profiles 
or CDPs) to individual homes in HITS. 

• National due date: December 31, 2013. 
• CA Area goal: 

– Convert current 13,099 homes in the CDPs 
– Include other Indian homes not in the database (total 

Indian homes in CA is +/- 35,000)  
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HITS Home Initiative: 
Background  

   Reasons for the initiative (why are we doing this?): 
• Indian Health Care Improvement Act requires IHS to maintain 

inventories of sanitation deficiencies for existing homes (CDP 
was developed to meet this requirement) 

• Improve accuracy of home numbers and deficiencies 
• Improve stakeholder communication and coordination (e.g. 

project definition) 
• Modernize Database (e.g. using ESRI or Google imagery)  
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HITS Home Initiative: 
CDP vs. HITS Homes  
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HITS Home Initiative: 
Listing of HITS Homes  
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HITS Home Initiative: 
Imagery  
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HITS Home Initiative: 
Home Details  
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Healthy Home Initiative  

Questions . . . 
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MOA summary     Tribe is committed to supporting O&M Initiative, has reviewed initiative.     Agrees to use procurement system to obtain the services of RCAC.     Agrees to assist RCAC in asset inventory and assessment.     IHS will provide technical assistance with contract admin.     IHS will contribute $ _______ for services,  Including a 3% admin fee.     Contributions will be made by electronic transfer of funds.Business card
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