
 

Performance 
Measure 

 
Standard 

 
Provider Documentation 

 
Data Entry 

 

Depression 
Screening 

Adult patients 18 years of 
age and older should be 
screened for depression 
at least annually. (Source:  
United States Preventive 
Services Task Force) 

 
Note: Refusals are NOT 
counted toward the 
GPRA measure, but 
should be documented. 

Standard PCC documentation for tests 
performed at the facility, Ask and record 
historical information on PCC: 

Date received 

Location 

Results 
 

Medical Providers: EXAM—
Depression Screening 

Normal/Negative – Denies symptoms of 
depression 

 

Abnormal/Positive – Further evaluation 
indicated 

 

Refused – Patient declined exam/screen 
 

Unable to screen – Provider unable to screen 
 
Note: Refusals are not counted toward the 
GPRA measure, but should be documented. 

 
Behavioral Health Providers: 
Enter BHS problem code 14.1 or narrative 
“Screening for Depression.” 

 
Note: BHS problem code 14.1 maps to ICD-9 
V79.0. 

 
Mood Disorders: 

Standard PCC data entry 
 
Depression Screening Exam 
Mnemonic EX enter 
Select Exam: 36, DEP 
Result: 
A–Abnormal N–
Normal/Negative PR–
Resent PAP–Present 
and Past PA–Past 
PO–Positive 
Comments: PHQ-2 Scaled, PHQ9 
Provider Performing Exam: 

 
Historical Depression Screen 
Exam 
Mnemonic HEX enter 
Date of Historical Exam: 
Type: 
Location Name: 
Exam Type: 36, DEP 
Result: 
Comments: PHQ-2 Scaled, PHQ9 
(If Known) 
Encounter Provider: 
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  Two or more visits with POV related to: 
Major Depressive Disorder 

Dysthymic Disorder 

Depressive Disorder NOS 

Bipolar I or II Disorder 

Cyclothymic Disorder 

Bipolar Disorder NOS 

Mood Disorder Due to a General Medical 
Condition 

 

Substance-induced Mood Disorder 
 

Mood Disorder NOS 
 
Note: Recommended Brief Screening Tool: 
PHQ-2 Scaled Version (below). 

 
Patient Health Questionnaire (PHQ-2 Scaled 
Version) 
Over the past 2 weeks, how often have you been 
bothered by any of the following problems? 

 
Little interest or pleasure in doing things 

a. Not at all Value: 0 

b.  Several days Value: 1 

c.  More than half the days   Value: 2 

d. Nearly every day Value: 3 
 

Feeling down, depressed, or hopeless 
a. Not at all Value: 0 

b.  Several days Value: 1 

c.  More than half the days  Value: 2 

d. Nearly every day Value: 3 

 
Depression Screen Diagnosis 
POV 
Mnemonic PPV  enter 
Purpose of Visit: V79.0 
Provider Narrative: 
Modifier: 
Cause of DX: 

 
Standard BHS POV data entry 
Enter BHS problem code *14.1 or 
narrative: “Screening for 
Depression.” 

 
*Note: BHS problem code 14.1 
maps to ICD-9 V79.0 (Special 
Screening for Mental Disorders 
and Developmental Handicaps, 
Depression). 

 
Unable to Screen for Depression 
Mnemonic UAS enter 
Patient Refusals For Service: Exam 
Exam Value: 36, DEP 
Date Refused: 
Provider Who Documented: 
Comment: 

 
Mood Disorder Diagnosis POV 
Mnemonic PPV  enter 
Purpose of Visit: 296.*, 291.89, 
292.84, 293.83, 300.4, 301.13, 311 
Provider Narrative: 
Modifier: 
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  PHQ-2 Scaled Version (cont’d) 
Total Possible PHQ-2 Score:  Range: 0-6 

 
0-2: Negative Depression Screening Exam: 

Code Result: Normal or Negative 
 
3-6: Positive; further evaluation indicated 
Depression Screening Exam 

Code Result: Abnormal or Positive 
 
The patient may decline the screen or “Refuse 
to answer” Depression Screening Exam 

Code Result: Refused 
 
The provider is unable to conduct the Screen 
Depression Screening Exam 

Code Result: Unable To Screen 
 

Provider should note the screening tool used 
was the PHQ-2 Scaled at the Comment 
Mnemonic for the Exam Code. 

 
PHQ9 Questionnaire Screening Tool 

 
Little interest or pleasure in doing things? 

a. Not at all Value: 0 

b.  Several days Value: 1 

c.  More than half the days   Value: 2 

d. Nearly every day Value: 3 
 

Feeling down, depressed, or hopeless? 
a. Not at all Value: 0 

b.  Several days Value: 1 

c.  More than half the days   Value: 2 

Cause of DX: 
 
Standard BHS Mood Disorder 
POV data entry 
Enter BHS problem code: 14, 15 
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  d. Nearly every day Value: 3 
 
Trouble falling or staying asleep, or sleeping too 
much? 

a. Not at all Value: 0 

b.  Several days Value: 1 

c.  More than half the days   Value: 2 

d. Nearly every day Value: 3 
 

Feeling tired or having little energy? 
a. Not at all Value: 0 

b.  Several days Value: 1 

c.  More than half the days   Value: 2 

d. Nearly every day Value: 3 
 

Poor appetite or overeating? 
a. Not at all Value: 0 

b.  Several days Value: 1 

c.  More than half the days   Value: 2 

d. Nearly every day Value: 3 
 

Feeling bad about yourself—or that you are a 
failure or have let yourself or your family 
down? 

a. Not at all Value: 0 

b.  Several days Value: 1 

c.  More than half the days   Value: 2 

d. Nearly every day Value: 3 
 

Trouble concentrating on things, such as 
reading the newspaper or watching television? 

a. Not at all Value: 0 
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  b. Several days Value: 1 

c.  More than half the days   Value: 2 

d. Nearly every day Value: 3 
 

Moving or speaking so slowly that other people 
could have noticed. Or the opposite—being so 
fidgety or restless that you have been moving 
around a lot more than usual? 

a. Not at all Value: 0 

b.  Several days Value: 1 

c.  More than half the days   Value: 2 

d. Nearly every day Value: 3 
 

Thoughts that you would be better off dead, or 
of hurting yourself in some way? 

a. Not at all Value: 0 

b.  Several days Value: 1 

c.  More than half the days   Value: 2 

d. Nearly every day Value: 3 
 

PHQ9 Questionnaire (Cont’d) 
Total Possible PHQ-2 Score: Range: 0-27 

 
0-4 Negative/None Depression Screening Exam: 

Code Result: None 
 
5-9 Mild Depression Screening Exam: 

Code Result: Mild depression 
 
10-14 Moderate Depression Screening Exam: 

Code Result: Moderate depression 
 
15-19 Moderately Severe Depression Screening 
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  Exam: 
Code Result: Moderately Severe depression 

 
20-27 Severe Depression Screening Exam: 

Code Result: Severe depression 

Provider should note the screening tool used 
was the PHQ9 Scaled at the Comment 
Mnemonic for the Exam Code. 
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