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Center for American Indian/Indigenous 
Research and R h Edd ucatE id oni

MissionMissionMissionMission:: ConductingConducting tthehe highesthighest qualityquality evaluationevaluation 
and research utilizing methods that are congruent 

with American Indian culture and values.

ValuesValuesValuesValues:: SeekingSeeking knowledgeknowledge toto benefitbenefit AAmericanmerican 
Indian communities in a manner that is respectful 

and with integrity.g y



CAIIRE’s Research & Findinggs

 RecentRecent sstudiestudies on:on: 
HIV, 

obesitobesity, 
tobacco, 

cancer symptom management,
HPV 



Opppportunities for Collaboration

 33 ProjectProject RequestsRequests

 ColorectalColorectal CancerCancer ScreeningScreening – RaisingRaising aawarenesswareness
 HPV – human papillomavirus vaccines
 Prostate Cancer – Screeningg and awareness



Colorectal Cancer Awareness Project (1)

 Funded by the California Dialogue on Cancer - 1 Year

 Significance: Screening for CRC among AIs is reported to be low 
(33%) in CA leading to late diagnosis…with early detection the 
survivalsurvival raterate cancan bebe asas highhigh asas 90%90%.

 Aim: Increase early detection of CRC by disseminating educational 
materials to Indian health centers 
 2 focus groups will be held for AIs age 50+ to review materials 
 Posters and brochures will be posted in Indian health centers to raise 

awareness among patients and clinic staff
 Questionnaires will be sent to clinic staff (physicians, nurses, etc.) of 

health centers to assess any differences in CRC screening



)Colorectal Cancer Awareness Project (1)j (

 NeedNeed IndianIndian healthhealth clinicclinic staffstaff ttoo 
participate in posting of posters at clinics

 Need Indian health clinic staff to fill out 
questionnairesquestionnaires (one(one inin FebruaryFebruary, oneone inin 
May)
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Prostate Cancer Screening Project g j (2)

 ProstateProstate CancerCancer
 Most commonly diagnosed cancer among AI 

men
 2nd most common cause of cancer death
 Diagnosed at more advanced stag ge disease in AI 

men than Caucasian men.

 Opportunity to partner with clinics to 
improve screening for AI men



( )Prostate Cancer Screening Project g j (2)

 AI/ANsAI/ANs areare lessless likelylikely ttoo havehave bbeeneen screenedscreened forfor 
breast or prostate cancer than whites.

 “TargetingTargeting investmentinvestment wiselywisely towardtoward thethe sspecificpecific 
racial and ethnic groups most at risk remains a 
necessary stepy p to save lives in California and 
reduce the burden of late-stage cancer care on the 
state’s health care system.”
 SSusan HH. BBabbey, UCLAUCLA CCentter ffor HHealthlth PPolilicy 

Research.
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HPV Vaccination Awareness Project (3)

 Need to develop HPV study among p y g
AI/AN adults and youth

 Recommended vacciR d natid on fi ti or youthf  and th
adolescents prior to sexual experience

 HPV vaccine provides protection against 
cervical cancer

 Opportunity to partner with clinics



Call to Action

 CallCall toto participateparticipate inin projectsprojects
 What are the next steps?

 Feedback on projects?

 What other projects/data are needed?



Questions?

ThankThank youyou forfor listening!listening!

CenterCenter forfor AAmericanmerican Indian/IndigenoIndian/Indigenouss 
Research and Education (CAIIRE)
(888)4CA(888)4CA-IIREIIRE (888)(888) 422422-44734473

fhodge@sonnet.ucla.edu
http://www.nursing.ucla.edu/orgs/caiire




