DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES - PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE

indian Heslth Service
California Area Office
) L 850 Capuol Mali, Sutte 7-100
{_}: i {j fj ?O'{E{ Sacrameno, California 95874-4708

Dear Members of the Sage Community:

You are invited to attend a public meeting from 6:00-8:00 PM, Tuesday, October 19, 2010
at the Cottonwood Country Council Meeting Room (44260 Sage Rd, Aguanga, CA).

During the meeting, the Indian Health Service (IHS) will present a proposal to build a

Youth Regional Treatment Center (YRTC) in Riverside County, near Hemet. Please see the
enclosed flyer. It is not necessary to RSVP,

At THS, it is our responsibility to help American Indian and Alaska Native (AI/AN) youth find
healthy directions in life. In California and across the nation, AI/AN youth are struggling with
chemical dependency and often, they face barriers to effective treatment. This is a serious and

growing problem, and currently, there are no IHS or Tribal youth regional treatment centers in
California.

ALTHS and Tribal youth regional treatment centers, AI/AN youth have a place to heal, learn, and
restore the balance and harmony in mind, body, and spirit. Currently, [HS and the Tribes operate
12 YRTCs nationwide; the first opened in 1988. The THS is proposing to build two state-of-the-

art YRTCs in California, one in the northern part of the state and the other in the southern part of
the state.

In southern California, the Taylor Ranch property near Hemet offers enormous potential as a
nurturing and safe residential healing environment for AVAN youth. A summary of the National

Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) Environmental Assessment for the proposed YRTC at the
Taylor Ranch will be available at our website at www.ihs.cov after October 12. It will also be
available at the public meeting on October 19.

We are excited about this important YRTC project and we encourage everyone in the Sage

Community to attend the public meeting. If you have questions, please contact the YRTC staff at
016-930-3981, extension 366.

Sincerely yours,

/Margo D. Kerrigan/

Margo D. Kerrigan, M.P.H.
Director

Enclosures:  Proposed IHS Youth Regional Treatment Center Flyer



