
PAP TEST RESULTS, Although……

Your pap test has NOT detected abnormal cells for cervical or vaginal cancer,
although it may be suggested that your pap test needs to be repeated for one of the reasons below: 

_______The sample did not contain enough cells for an adequate examination. The provider may not have gotten enough cells for the sample or by douching, vaginal medicines, or other causes may have washed away or covered cells that needed to be read.

_______An infection or inflammation, mucus or blood may have covered up the cells that needed to be read.

_______The specimen was lost or destroyed in processing.

If your pap test has been normal in the past few years and enough cells were not obtained, your provider may wait until next year to repeat your test.

At times other organisms may be detected on the Pap test. These organisms may be the cause of vaginal infections or cervicitis.


Cervicitis is an inflammation of the cervix that may or may not cause symptoms.  It is common in women during their childbearing years.  Causes of cervicitis may include:

Infections, especially with an organism that can be passed through sex.


 
Bacteria such as those that cause gonorrhea or chlamydia infections



Viruses such as the ones that cause herpes or genital warts



Trichomonas, an organism that can cause vaginal infection

Inflammation from overgrowth of organisms that are normally found in the vagina; yeast or bacteria. These may or may not cause symptoms. Most of the time your body is capable of normalizing this balance. 


Irritation from a foreign body



Intrauterine device (IUD)



Forgotten tampon



Pessary (a device placed in the vagina to hold sagging pelvic organs in place)

In some cases, the cause of cervicitis cannot be found.   

When symptoms of cervicitis do occur, they may include a vaginal discharge that may have a bad odor.  A tender feeling or pain in the pelvic region may occur.  Slight bleeding between periods or after sex also may occur.

Depending on the severity or type of organisms found, you may be instructed to have a repeat pap test or be requested to return for further evaluation. Detection of some organism may be a cause for you and your partner to be treated. 

Remember the Pap test is not a specific test for sexually transmitted disease (STD) screening.  If you feel there is a need to have STD screening, be sure to check with your provider.
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