Proposal for the 23rd Annual

NM Conference on Aging

Glorietta, NM

August 23rd, 2001

Title:  Panel Discussion - How Native American Elders can access public benefits programs:
The Albuquerque Area Indian Health Service Patient Benefits Coordinators will conduct a one hour panel discussion on how our Native American elderly population can seek assistance when applying for public benefits programs.  Today, many Indian elderly are eligible for the Medicare, Medicaid, Disability, and other programs, but are not aware on the process of applying for these programs.  The Patient Benefits Coordinators will openly discuss how each of them provides application assistance and effective outreach when dealing with their own local tribal communities.  They will share information with each other, as well as encourage audience participation.  They will answer questions, provide information sharing and follow-up with specific inquiries during and after this panel discussion.  The Patient Benefits Coordinators can also translate and interpret audience questions for the elderly, if the need arises.

Panel Speakers: Virginia Tenorio, Patient Benefits Coordinator, Santa Fe Indian Hospital; Bernie Lewis-Fragua, Patient Benefits Coordinator, Albuquerque Indian Hospital; Valerie Namoki, Patent Benefits Coordinator, First Nations Community Center, Albuquerque; Sharon Martinez, Patient Benefits Coordinator, Santa Clara Health Center; Adam Archuleta, Patient Benefits Coordinator, Santa Fe Indian Hospital.    

