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July 3, 2002

Michael V. Gomez

Program Manager

Indian Health Performance Evaluation System

Indian Health Service

5300 Homestead Road NE

Albuquerque, NM  87110-1293

Dear Mr. Gomez:

In consideration of the types of services provided by the hospitals that comprise the Indian Health Service (IHS), the patients served at those hospitals, and the limited applicability of the current Joint Commission core measure sets to those patient populations and services provided by the IHS hospitals, the Joint Commission will waive its requirement that the Indian Health Service hospitals collect and submit data on any of the current core measures.  

In the alternative, the Indian Health Service hospitals will be expected to meet current core measure requirements through the collection and submission of data to the Joint Commission on six non-core (ORYX) measures.  Unless advised otherwise, it is the Joint Commission’s assumption that it will continue to receive data for each affected IHS hospital through the Indian Health Performance Evaluation System on the same six measures previously selected.   

This temporary waiver from the use of core measures will remain in effect until such time as the Joint Commission introduces additional core measures that have more direct applicability to the patient populations served and the services provided by the Indian Health Service hospitals.  

Should you have any additional questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to call me at 630/792-5992. 

Sincerely,

Frank S. Zibrat

Associate Director, ORYX Implementation  
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