RPMS GUI Application

Site Requirements for Beta (v. 1.1) Participation
Application Overview:  The RPMS GUI (also referred to as the Patient Chart application) is a graphical user interface application that allows clinical providers to review and print, and in some cases edit or add, patient data from RPMS.  Beta functionality is primarily focused on outpatient care.  The following functions currently are provided: Allergies, Appointments, Health Summary, Immunizations, Labs, Measurements, Medications, Problems, Purpose of Visits, Radiology, and Women’s Health.  The application uses three components: client application software, client interface software and RPMS server software.  

In addition to providing read and print access to RPMS data as noted above, the RPMS GUI version 1.1 will enable the edit/add/order functions for appropriate tabs (e.g., add notes to Problem List, order or refill Meds, etc.).  A major change will be made in how the application retrieves data, which is expected to improve performance (data retrieval speed).  Sites will have the capability of setting site defaults for date ranges to retrieve data for each tab. In addition, when the user clicks on a tab, the user may either accept the default date range or change the date range. Other planned enhancements will be to upgrade the graphing capabilities and to add data export options where appropriate.

The planned upgrades and enhancements for beta (v. 1.1) are expected to resolve most user issues received by the development team since the product initially was released three years ago.

Beta Test Period:  The Beta test period for the application will allow selected (three to five) sites to evaluate for a period of four to six weeks the technical and clinical functionality currently available within this Graphical User Interface.  The beta version is scheduled to be available for release in mid to late June 2001.

To be considered for participating in the beta test, sites must meet the following criteria:  

1.
The site must meet minimum system requirements (see attached System Requirements document). 

2. 
The site must be using order entry in at least one of the following RPMS packages: Lab, Pharmacy or RCIS. 

3.
Each site must designate a lead technical and a clinical provider coordinator.

4.
The site’s ISC will agree to sign a memorandum of agreement for the beta test with ITSC and will furnish a formal endorsement to ITSC Software Review & Certification Branch (SRCB) when all functionality requirements have been met.

4.
Each site will identify a team of at least 3 clinicians, to include at least one physician and 1 nurse, who will commit to actively use the GUI during the beta period.  (Active use is defined as use for at least 3 hours/ week in active patient care, including review of patient charts.)  We would prefer to have physicians or nurses who have been at a site for at least one year.  Administrative providers or nurses who still maintain clinical practices are welcome to be participants. 

5. 
PCs must be readily available for the involved clinical providers, preferably at point of care. 

6.
The site must commit to beginning its beta test within one week of installation and training of the beta version release.  

7. 
Each team member is required to formally participate in written and verbal evaluations and usability studies of the application during the beta period.  Maximum estimated time would be 10-20 minutes per provider per week. 

8.
Team members must be available for an initial training session, anticipated to be no more than 2-3 hours.  Participants from other departments, such as medical records, lab or pharmacy, are encouraged to attend as well.  These departments may be impacted by clinical providers using the GUI application for adding and editing order and/or problems. Training will include discussions about workflow and assistance in defining possible changes. 

9.
If the site does not currently allow direct clinical provider manipulation of the problem list, it is strongly recommended to do so, at least during the beta test period.  This represents a major change in the data entry process, and will require advance agreement with medical records at specific sites. 

If your site is interested in becoming a beta test site for the RPMS GUI, please contact Theresa Cullen at (520) 670-4872; fax (520) 670-4785; e-mail tcullen@hqt.ihs.gov.

If you are testing Patient Chart and have a problem or question, please contact:

Catherine Moore; (505) 248-4430; fax (505) 248-4199; 
e-mail Catherine.moore@mail.ihs.gov
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