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Weather 


	Untitled

	DATE: 1700 EDT Thursday, 22 SEP 05
	SITUATION DATA: Hurricane Rita is now a Category 4 hurricane, with 155 MPH sustained winds. 

IHS Areas have submitted approved deployment lists of US Public Health Services Officers for Katrina and Rita. The list are being shared with Office of Force Readiness and Deployment (OFRD).

The recovery mission for the victims of Hurricane Katrina continues.
Additional Officers have been notified of deployment to Mississippi for a mission starting over this weekend.
	OUTLOOK DATA: Hurricane Rita, now a category 4 storm, has featured a slow rise in pressure. It continues to be very dangerous, however.

Rita is forecast to continue on a west-northwestward track through the Gulf of Mexico over the next 8-12 hours. A turn toward the northwest is anticipated Friday. 

If there is any good news at this point, it is the fact that the hurricane probably reached its peak intensity overnight. 
	ACTION DATA: The Nashville Area is coordinating communications, logistics, and emergency power needs with the Tribes in the path of Hurricane Rita. See the report on Page 2.

Staff from the Nashville Area have bee sent to the field to be resources for the Tribe in the path of the Hurricane.

OFRD has been given the Area lists of approved Officers for deployment. 
	SAFETY DATA: Flash Flooding - Several factors contribute to flash flooding. The two key elements are rainfall intensity and duration. Intensity is the rate of rainfall, and duration is how long the rain lasts. Topography, soil conditions, and ground cover also play an important role.

Flash floods occur within a few minutes or hours of excessive rainfall. Most flood deaths are due to FLASH FLOODS.
	STATISTICS DATA: Rita should still make landfall as a large, intense, major hurricane with impacts extending well away from the center. Hurricane force winds extend 75 miles away from the center and tropical storm force winds extend 160 miles from the center. Landfall is possible early Saturday along the Texas or southwest Louisiana coast. 

A hurricane warning is now in effect for coastal Texas and Louisiana from Port O'Connor to Morgan City. Hurricane conditions are expected in the next 24 hours and all preparations should be finished as soon as possible. In addition, a tropical storm warning is in effect south of Port O'Connor to Port Mansfield in Texas and from east of Morgan City to the mouth of the Mississippi River in Louisiana. 

	FEDERAL DATA: Nashville Area Update from CAPT Kevin Molloy

Alabama Coushatta Tribe of Texas-
Opening 2 shelters as reported yesterday.  Nashville Area Office (NSAO) is moving two 200 KW Generators (TransAm generators) from Poarch Band of Creek Indians (PBCI) to the Alabama Coushatta Reservation.  Also one 300 W generator will be transported for a special needs patient.  A satellite phone has been sent to the tribe.

Tunica Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana
Reopening their shelter.  NSAO is moving one 200KW generator from PBCI to support this effort.

One 6500 watt generator and 5 3000 watt generators are being moved from the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MBCI).  A satellite phone is also being sent along with the generators.  A nurse from the Unity Healing Center in Cherokee, NC will be going to Tunica Biloxi to work in the shelter.  She may also rotate through other tribal shelters in the area if necessary.  NSAO will also be sending an Environmental Health Officer (EHO) to work in the shelters and to perform community assessments after the storm passes.  A satellite phone will be sent with the EHO.

Jena Band of Choctaw of Louisiana-
Opening one shelter.  They have requested cots, blankets and pillows as well as generators.  NSAO is working on sending cots from Eastern Band of Cherokee and 6 generators are being sent from MBCI. The Nurse Officer and Environmental Health Officer will also be available to provide services to Jena Band of Choctaw.  They will have a satellite phone.

Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana-
CAPT Kevin Molloy spoke to Margie Turner, Health Director today and she reported that most people were evacuating.  They were in the process of securing the health center and had their refrigerated medicines on generator supplied power.  The deployed EHO will check on the community after the storm passes.

Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana-
Communications trouble with telephone systems have already hampere reporting form the Chitimacha Tribe. NASO has been unable to reach the Tribe after attempts were made throughout the day today. Even using the US Government system GETS did not help with telephone contact.  It has been reported that the parish has been evacuated.  The deployed EHO will check on the community after the storm passes.


	WEATHER DATA: New Orleans - Mostly cloudy with scattered showers and isolated thunderstorms. Lows in the upper 70s. 

Friday...Mostly cloudy with numerous showers and scattered thunderstorms. Highs in the upper 80s. 

Friday Night...Mostly cloudy with numerous showers and scattered thunderstorms.
	CURRENT CONTINUED: HURRICANE RITA
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Region VI:  

NDMS ASSETS

Total Number of Personnel in the Field = 413 by September 22.

STAGED:
San Antonio, TX -- 

Management Support Team                
CA-1 DMAT
FL-5 DMAT
MA-2 DMAT
NC-1 DMAT 

Dallas, TX 

MST
AL-3 DMAT                  
MO-1 DMAT
NM-1 DMAT
OK-1 DMAT
DMORT
NVRT 

Houston, TX 
MST-A 
FL-3 DMAT
KY-1 Strike Team
FL-2 Strike Team 

EQUIPMENT / CACHE STAGED

Onsite: patient treatment caches and pharmaceutical caches.

Enroute:patient treatment caches and pharmaceutical caches.  

Enroute traveling with teams: patient treatment caches and  pharmaceutical caches.
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