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	Untitled

	DATE: 1700 EDT Friday, 23 SEP 05
	SITUATION DATA: Hurricane Rita is now a Category 3 hurricane, with 125 MPH sustained winds.

Indian Health Service Deployed Officers Update:

In deployed status for Hurricane Katrina and Rita - 257
Approved and available for deployment - 114
Returned from deployment - 51


	OUTLOOK DATA: The core of dangerous Hurricane Rita expected to make landfall along the southwest Louisiana and Upper Texas coasts near daybreak Saturday. Hurricane strength winds on the Texas shore will start around 11 PM EDT tonight and last for up to 12 hours due to the slow forward speed of the hurricane.

Maximum sustained winds are 125 MPH, a Category 3 hurricane, moving to the northwest at 12 MPH.

	ACTION DATA: The Nashville Area is coordinating communications, logistics, and emergency power needs with the Tribes in the path of Hurricane Rita. See the report on Page 2.

Staff from the Nashville Area have been sent to the field to be resources for the Tribes in the path of the Hurricane.

OFRD has been given the Area lists of approved Officers for deployment. 
	SAFETY DATA: Objects and equipment to avoid during thunderstorms

· Stay off of and away from anything tall or high, including rooftops, scaffolding, utility poles, ladders, trees,and large equipment such as bulldozers, cranes, backhoes, track loaders, and tractors.
· Do not touch materials or surfaces that can conduct electricity, including metal scaffolding, or metal downspouts. 
	STATISTICS DATA: Hurricane Rita Forecasters Outlook:

The weakening trend from earlier today appears to have leveled off. 

It appears that the eyewall replacement cycles have been the dominant factor in controlling the intensity fluctuations of Rita. 

The flight level wind data from the reconnaissance aircraft indicate that maximum winds are about 110 knots. Objective T-numbers have increased a little suggesting stronger winds but I rather wait for these numbers to persist. Only a slight weakening is forecast before landfall due to shear and cooler ocean. 

This is not a very significant change. Rita is still forecast to make landfall as a category three hurricane.

	FEDERAL DATA: Nashville Area Update from CAPT Kevin Molloy

Alabama Coushatta Tribe of Texas-
Two shelters are open at this time.  Nashville Area Office (NSAO) has tasked the movement of two 200 KW Generators (TransAm generators) from Poarch Band of Creek Indians (PBCI) to the Alabama Coushatta Reservation.  A 300 Watt generator will be transported for a special needs patient.  A satellite phone has been sent to the tribe.

Tunica Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana-
A shelter that was opened for Katrina has been reopened. NSAO has moved one 200KW generator from PBCI to support this effort.

One 6500 watt generator and 5 3000 watt generators are traveling from the Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians (MBCI).  A satellite phone has also been sent along with the generators.  A nurse from the Unity Healing Center in Cherokee, NC will be be in place tonight at Tunica Biloxi to work in the shelter.  She may also rotate through other tribal shelters in the area if necessary.  An Environmental Health Officer (EHO) is also traveling to work in the shelters and to perform community assessments after the storm passes.  A satellite phone has been sent with the EHO.

Jena Band of Choctaw of Louisiana-
One shelter is open.  The requested cots, blankets and pillows as well as generators has been met and are now in travel status.  NSAO moved the cots from Eastern Band of Cherokee and 6 generators were sent from MBCI. The Nurse Officer and Environmental Health Officer will also be available to provide services to Jena Band of Choctaw.  The Tribe will also have a satellite phone.

Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana-
CAPT Kevin Molloy spoke to Margie Turner, Health Director yesterday. She reported that most people were evacuating.  The deployed EHO will check on the community after the storm passes.

Chitimacha Tribe of Louisiana-
No update available due to communications difficulties. The deployed EHO will check on the community after the storm passes.


	WEATHER DATA: New Orleans -Widespread showers and scattered thunderstorms. Becoming very windy. Highs in the mid 80s. East winds 15 to 25 mph increasing to 30 to 40 mph. Gusts to near 55 mph at Times possible in the afternoon. Chance of showers and thunderstorms near 100 percent. 

Tonight...Widespread showers and scattered thunderstorms. Very windy. Lows in the mid 70s. East winds 35 to 45 mph with gusts to near 60 mph. Chance of showers and thunderstorms 100 percent. 
 
	CURRENT CONTINUED: Federal response activities

Hurricane Rita was declared an Incident of National Significance by DHS Secretary Chertoff on Sep 21.

The following states have received federal emergency declarations: FL, LA, TX 

An aggressive recruitment campaign has identified civilian volunteers who could be hired as temporary, unpaid Federal employees.  Over 3800 medical personnel have volunteered and are credentialed and could be deployed in response to Hurricane Rita.  

ESF # 8 Response Activities

CDC has assembled four teams of 20 to deploy after Rita makes landfall to assist state and local public health officials.   

Mortuary Affairs personnel from DOD have been requested to augment state and local mortuary assets.

National Disaster Medical System ground team at Ellington Field of 15 ambulances has been redirected to VA hospital.


Requests in process and Mission Assignments received since previous report:

Texas

Request for special needs shelter staff in several counties in Texas.

Request for 1000 Federal medical Shelter (FMS) beds in Texas.
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