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%, Current Situation Summary

The Department and the Secretary's Operation Center (SOC) have
canceled all of the Daily Conference calls with all of the Emergency
Support Function 8 - Health & Medical Partners.

The SOC states that all updates will be provided through the SOC
Daily Executive Summary and Flash Reports via E-mail.

Recovery efforts continue in the Gulf States after Katrina and Rita.

% Outlook and Assessments

The IHS Director's Coordination Center (DCC) has been monitoring
the progress of an Alaskan Fall Sea Storm since last week. This
powerful storm had hurricane like winds and a major storm surge
when it struck Western Alaska. Sid Caesar has been in contact with
the Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency
Management to coordinate information sharing with the State of
Alaska. There are no specific requests for assistance at this time.

Please see Page 2 for the latest report from the State of Alaska.

% IHS Actions and Support

The DCC is monitoring the Alaska Fall Sea Storm as the Alaska
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management
continues life safety assessments for communities impacted by the
storm.

The Nashville Area continues the coordination of communications,
logistics, and emergency power needs with the Tribes in the path of
Hurricane Rita.

% Safety Message

There are three things you can do to help prevent an eye injury

-Know the eye safety dangers at work-complete an eye hazard
assessment

-Eliminate hazards before starting work. Use machine guarding,
work screens, or other engineering controls

-Use proper eye protection.
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Statistics:

Tropical Update: A tropical wave
that is moving very slowly
westward through the
northwestern Caribbean Sea was
checked out by the Air Force
Reserve Hurricane Hunters, but
no organization was found. A
second mission is planned for
Friday.

In the eastern Pacific, Tropical
Depression 15-E has become
Tropical Storm Otis. The storm
has winds of 45 mph and is
forecast to become a hurricane
as it moves northwestward
offshore of the Mexican coast.

In the central Pacific, now
Tropical Depression Kenneth (35
mph) is located about 390 miles
E of Hilo, Hawaii, and is moving
toward the west. Kenneth is
expected to further weaken as it
tracks toward Hawaiian Islands
during the Friday-Saturday
timeframe and could produce
scattered heavy.
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% Federal Activity Summary

Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management
Responds to Fall Sea Storm

(Anchorage, AK) — The Alaska Division of Homeland Security and
Emergency Management (DHS&EM) continues to contact 34
communities in Western Alaska in response to a strong fall sea storm
that has caused damage along the Bering Sea and Norton Sound coasts.

“We are working with these communities to find out what storm
damage they have received,” said DHS&EM Director Dave Liebersbach.
“The Division is sending two Life Safety Assessment Teams to staging
areas in Nome and Bethel to travel to the affected communities as they
assess their immediate needs.”

In a joint effort, DHS&EM is working with the Alaska Departments of
Environmental Conservation and Transportation in putting together the
Life Safety Assessment Teams. Both teams will depart Anchorage
Sunday and will prioritize visits to affected communities based on local
damage assessment reports. DHS&EM is in contact with Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Region X and they are sending
a representative to Alaska to work with State and local officials. Multi-
agency teams have been deployed to the Bethel and Nome areas.

The State Emergency Coordination Center will be operational
throughout the weekend, on an extended-hours schedule, as they
continue to contact and gather information from the communities.

The Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management
(DHS&EM) had contacted coastal communities in Western Alaska to
warn the communities about the potential of the pending storm moving
inland from the Bering Sea.

Fall Sea Storms are a fact of life for folks in Western Alaska,” said
DHS&EM Director Dave Liebersbach. “"We work with those in
communities living along the coast to prepare themselves, their families,
and their homes for the storms that occur every year.”

Each year, the Alaskan coastline gets battered with large winter storms
coming out of the Western Pacific Ocean. Earlier this week DHS&EM
sent over 120 copies of the 2005 Fall Sea Storm Preparation Guide to
at-risk Alaskan communities and partner agencies. The guide outlines
general procedures to follow in preparing for these storms and the
flooding issues associated with them.

. Weather

New Orleans - Tonight: Mostly cloudy, then gradually becoming mostly
clear, with a low around 74. Northeast wind between 10 and 15 mph.

Friday: Mostly sunny, with a high around 86. East wind between 5 and
10 mph.

Friday Night: Mostly clear, with a low near 72. Southeast wind around 5
mph.

Continued from Page 1

Incident Update from HHS
Headquarters

Region IV
Summary

Mississippi is moving into recovery
operations and the Health
Department’s priorities include
mental health support for first
responders, vector control and
epidemiological surveillance, food
safety, and flu vaccinations for
sheltered populations.

Region VI
Summary

Public health missions have
resumed in the greater New
Orleans area, including school
assessments, food and restaurant
assessments, public health
essential services, and hospital
recovery planning. The Secretary’s
Emergency Response Team in
Louisiana is working with the State
on short and long-term recovery
planning for the State’s health
sector. Mayor Ray Nagin
announced re-entry to targeted
zip-codes in New Orleans. A
damaged power grid in Texas is
affecting 17 counties and the State
has begun evacuating special
needs populations out of these
counties due to heat advisories.
The state of Texas has begun
evacuations of hospitals and
nursing homes in counties with
damaged power grids. HHS is
setting up two Federal Medical
Shelters to care for some of these
evacuees.
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Region IV

Summary

Mississippi is moving into recovery operations and the Health Department’s priorities include mental health support for first responders, vector control and epidemiological surveillance, food safety, and flu vaccinations for sheltered populations.

 

Region VI

Summary

Public health missions have resumed in the greater New Orleans area, including school assessments, food and restaurant assessments, public health essential services, and hospital recovery planning. The Secretary’s Emergency Response Team in Louisiana is working with the State on short and long-term recovery planning for the State’s health sector. Mayor Ray Nagin announced re-entry to targeted zip-codes in New Orleans.  A damaged power grid in Texas is affecting 17 counties and the State has begun evacuating special needs populations out of these counties due to heat advisories.  The state of Texas has begun evacuations of hospitals and nursing homes in counties with damaged power grids. HHS is setting up two Federal Medical Shelters to care for some of these evacuees.
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