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%, Current Situation Summary

There were slight changes to today's staffing numbers from Office of
Force Readiness and Deployment (OFRD).

Approximately 300 IHS Commissioned Officers have been identified
to be on the OFRD Deployment Team; 256 Officers have
Deployment Assignments, 168 Officers have been deployed to the
field.

Expect some small daily fluctuations in the Staffing numbers, as
there will be a small number of Officers returning home. MORE>

% Outlook and Assessments

Early Friday, Hurricane Ophelia's the pressure has lowered and
thunderstorms are flaring up strongly near the center. Tops winds
are 65 mph and Ophelia is currently a tropical storm after a brief
stint late Thursday as a hurricane. Ophelia could regain hurricane
strength by Friday evening. Dealing with very weak steering currents
aloft during the past several days, Ophelia remained nearly
stationary off of Florida's east coast.

% IHS Actions and Support

CAPT Molloy reports that the Tribes and the Nashville Area
Emergency Team have started to assess the impact of mold in living
areas in the coming weeks in Mississippi and Louisiana.

There were no significant medical operation updates reported today.

IHS and the Areas will wrap up the collection of the inventory
numbers of the available Federal Civil Service personnel from within
IHS to assist with staffing deployment preplans at HHS.

% Safety Message

For all workers that may be exposed to mold and fungi:

¢ Avoid breathing dust (fungal spores) generated by wet building
materials, crops, and other materials.

¢ Consider using an N-95 NIOSH-approved disposable respirator as
a minimum when working with moldy or damp building materials.
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Statistics:

Elsewhere in the Atlantic after its
passage south of Bermuda, now
Tropical Storm Nate has quickly
weakening over the central
Atlantic. Weather has improved
quite nicely over Bermuda as
compared to Thursday. Nate's
transition to extratropical status
will occur during the next 24 to
48 hours as it rapidly darts to the
east-northeast at 20 to 25 mph.
Farther downstream, Tropical
Storm Maria is still holding onto
some semblance of a tropical
nature (warm core) but will
shortly transition to a large and
powerful mid-latitude
(extratropical) cyclone heading
towards Iceland.
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% Federal Activity Summary
ESF#8 update:

DoD
USNS Comfort being diverted to MS

Coordinate movement of evacuees to predetermined shelter locations

VA

5 Area Emergency Managers (AEM) have been identified and deployed
to their respective state EOC assignments (SC, NC, GA, KY and TN);
currently standing down the 5 AEMs deployed on MA1604-DR-MS-
HHS-01 and redeploying to fill the ERT-A mission. Working to identify an
additional AEM to fill the required 6 slots.

10 mental health personnel deployed to provide stress counseling in
Gulfport, MS.

SAMHSA

The National Mental Health Information Center (NMHIC) will start
reproducing 10,000 copies of the most requested disaster publications

Non-federal volunteers: have identified and verified the credentials/
licensure of the following: 13 psychologists, 63 chaplain/social workers,
86 social workers, and 48 mental health workers (210 total available
volunteer mental health specialists)

. Weather

New Orleans Tonight...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 70s. Light and
variable winds.

Saturday...Partly cloudy. Highs in the lower 90s. Light east to northeast
winds.

Saturday Night...Partly cloudy. Lows in the lower 70s. Light and variable
winds.

Continued from Page 1

HHS Region IV Summary

Mississippi’s top priority is
augmentation of hospital staffing
for Gulf Coast hospitals and the
state is currently prioritizing
hospitals to receive augmentation
personnel. The Federal Medical
Shelter at Naval Air Station
Meridian is open and receiving
patients. The Federal Medical
Shelter at Key Field (Air National
Guard) is open and ready to
receive patients. Mass fatality
management and the development
of a coordinated mass fatality plan
are the next priorities.

HHS Region VI Summary

Louisiana has issued a second
mandatory evacuation order for
the City of New Orleans and a
public health priority is rebuilding
existing medical facilities in the
surrounding area. HHS operations
are focused on redeploying
personnel to support staff
augmentation missions and
supporting mass fatality
management.
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HHS Region IV Summary

Mississippi’s top priority is augmentation of hospital staffing for Gulf Coast hospitals and the state is currently prioritizing hospitals to receive augmentation personnel.  The Federal Medical Shelter at Naval Air Station Meridian is open and receiving patients.  The Federal Medical Shelter at Key Field (Air National Guard) is open and ready to receive patients.  Mass fatality management and the development of a coordinated mass fatality plan are the next priorities. 


HHS Region VI Summary

Louisiana has issued a second mandatory evacuation order for the City of New Orleans and a public health priority is rebuilding existing medical facilities in the surrounding area. HHS operations are focused on redeploying personnel to support staff augmentation missions and supporting mass fatality management. 
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