
 

HEALTH FACILLITIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (HFAC) 
MEETING MINUTES  

 
November 15, 1:00 P.M. (Central Time) 

Conference Call 
 
 

Roll Call: 
 
 Chairman:  Mr. Tommy Bowman    
 
 Vice-Chairman: CAPT Keith Shortall    
 
 Members:  CAPT Jose Cuzme   (   ) CAPT Dale Mossefin    
     Mr. Jim Biasco            CDR Brian Hroch    

Mr. Ken Harper           LCDR Mat Martinson          
  
 Alternates:  CAPT Michael Weaver, Mr. Howard Wellspring 
 Guests:  Mr. Joseph Bermes, Mr. Suresh Shah, CAPT Gary Gefroh 
      
     
Approval of the previous meeting minutes (August 23, 2007).  Michael requested 
correction to Item 8 under New Business.  He stated Appendix D - IHS/HSP Template 
Rule Book was not to be continued in the 2007 Edition of the A/E Design Guide.  Hence, 
reference of continuing to use Appendix D should be stricken from the minutes.  Michael, 
also, stated Appendix C - Space Comparison Reporting was to be aligned with the 
Department’s Space Criteria Policy.  Jim commented that he was not ready to discuss 
Appendix C because it had been so long since he lasted reviewed it.  Ken suggested the 
committee review Appendix C again and to discuss this item later.  Ken stated the space 
accounting for crawlspaces and canopy were inconsistent and that he, Jim, and Jose could 
resolve differences by a conference call and have a final document ready for approval by 
the time the HFAC met again in Sacramento.  Jim made motion to approve previous 
meeting minutes with Michael’s request to delete reference to Appendix D.  Ken 
seconded motion.  Motion passed without opposition. 
 
Old Business: 
 
 Technical Handbook Chapters: 
 

• Chapter 21-5 Electrical Guidelines.  Joe presented the draft chapter that was 
reformatted with updated references.  Revisions were noted in the right 
margin.  Content was not changed per the HFAC guidance.  This draft 
included input from:  Ray Cooke, Howard, Suresh, Pedro Valverde, and Paul 
Ninomura.  Suresh suggested other minor edits to the document, some that 
would alter the content.  Ken asked if the draft without these minor edits cause 
any violation to the referenced Codes (i.e., NFPA 99/101/110).  Suresh replied 



 

no.  Brian agreed to draft additional text in regards to 21-5.2.B.(1)(a)1 
regarding 24 hour continuous operation and emergency management.  Jim 
made motion to approve this chapter with the revisions noted by Joe and 
Brian’s draft text.  Keith seconded motion.  Motion passed without 
opposition.  After the conference call, Brian submitted the following text to 
be added, “NOTE:  Fuel supply requirements need to be coordinated with the 
facility’s emergency management role in the community.” 
 

• Chapter 21-15 Security Level Selection.  Ken provided an updated status of 
this chapter as previously HFAC approved and ready for signature.  Jose had 
offered additional comments that Ken responded to in October.  Kevin 
D’Amanda had asked if this chapter covered items included in GSA’s recently 
published, Site Security Design Guide.  Ken responded it did.  The chapter is 
in Jose’s court for signature. 
 

• Chapter 24-2 Applicability of Codes, Construction Codes and Standards.  
Michael presented this draft chapter.  Tommy commented on page 3, 
paragraph 24-2.3, C, regarding the application of the code for new versus 
existing buildings.  Gary felt that subparagraphs (4), (5), and (6) went 
“together”.  Gary volunteered to “word-smith” these three subparagraphs and 
provide to Michael.  Keith remarked that the last sentence on page 2 was 
repeated on page 3.  The HFAC consensus was for Michael to consolidate 
comments and re-distribute the final proposed chapter by e-mail.  HFAC 
members will vote on this proposed chapter revision.    
 

• New Chapter – USP 797 Pharmacy Room.  Michael commented that on page 
1, subparagraphs XX-X.2.A (2) and (3) were too similar and that the diagrams 
needed labels.  Reference Table 1, Doors, Michael asked if these doors 
required seals and the air pressure in the room.  Brian replied the room will 
have a negative air pressure.  Reference Items 8 and 9 on page 2 of the 
“CSP’s/HD’s Questionnaire”, Keith recommended that the unit costs be 
annotated to reflect 2007 cost data so the costs may be escalated for future 
years.  Keith asked how these costs were to be worked into the PJD and POR 
for current new construction projects.  Tommy replied that these costs were 
already applicable in the overall budget estimate.  Jim recommended the 
‘Questionnaire” be referenced in the introduction paragraph.  Gary asked 
Suresh if the “decision tree” helped at the Inscription House project.  Suresh 
had left the meeting; therefore, no response was given.  Brian agreed to 
continue working on this chapter with Gary.  This agenda item was tabled 
until the meeting in January 2008. 

 
• Ken described the procedure of posting technical handbooks.  After the HFAC 

approves a technical handbook chapter, it is submitted to Lee Robinson.  Lee 
reviews the document and may edit it for clarity.  Then the document is 
forwarded to Jim, Jose, and Ken to sign for approval before posting. 

 



 

    
 
 
 
   
New Business: 
 

• Welcomed new committee members:  CAPT Dale Mossefin, CDR Brian 
Hroch, and LCDR Mat Martinson. 

 
• CAPT Shortall was unanimously elected as the new Vice Chairman. 

 
Next Meeting:   Meeting in Sacramento, CA for Facility Managers Conference.  Meet at 
5:00 P.M. on Wednesday, Jan 30, 2008.  This revised date allowed some members to 
attend the LEED tour on Monday. 
 
Adjournment:   Keith made motion to adjourn; Dale seconded motion.  Motion 

  passed. 
 
 
Attachments:   
1. Approved August 23, 2007 meeting minutes. 
2. Chapter 21-5 Electrical Guidelines with accepted revisions. 


