Adverse Reaction Tracking Update – New PCC Options


A PCC data entry patch (APCD patch 7) was released in April. Along with many other things, this patch adds 3 new reports for listing allergies on the problem list for a group of patients. It also adds a new data entry mnemonic, ALG, so that data entry clerks can enter directly into the Adverse Reaction Tracking (ART) package if they hold the GMRA-USER security key (assigned by the site manager).

After this patch is installed at your facility, you'll need to ask a Medical Records supervisor to print the reports for you OR you can ask your site manager to add a secondary menu option for you. The option name to tell the site manager you need is APCD ALLERGY REPORTS and the synonym is PLAL. This is the path for the Medical Records supervisor to find the reports:

IHS Core ( PCC   Patient Care Component ( PCC   Patient Care Data Entry Menu …

( DEU  Data Entry Utilities( SUP   Data Entry SUPERVISORY Options and Utilities

( PLAL   Reports Listing Allergies recorded on PROBLEM LIST 

   PWA    List All Patients w/Allegies / NKA on Problem List

   SALP   List Pts seen in N yrs w/Problem List Allergies

   NALP   List Patients w/Allergies entered in a Date Range

To get a list to Tx entries from the PCC Problem list to the ART

1. Print a list of pts with allergy info on their problem list

2. Enter this data manually into ART using the list

3. After finishing the manual entries check your work with List Pts w/Allergies rpt.

4. Keep this up-to-Date using the ALG option

The PWA report will print allergies from the problem list for all patients. You can select an alphabetic range, e.g., A-C, so that you don't get a huge report all at once. After entering all of the allergies from the list for all patients, A-Z, you can then print the NALP report starting with the date that you printed the first report. This will give you a list of problem list allergies that have been entered since the time you began working on the entry. If the data entry clerks at your facility aren't going to start using the ALG mnemonic right away you'll want to run the NALP report periodically to make sure that problem list allergy information gets entered into the ART package.

The SALP report will print a list of patients seen in the past N years (N=you specify how many years back to look). This report is useful if you only want to look at information for patients who are active at your clinic. The problem with doing this is that there's no report to tell you which patients you missed so there is a chance of missing something significant if a patient starts coming to the clinic again after a period of being inactive.

If the data entry clerks are going to begin using the ALG mnemonic, they'll need some basic training on entering information into the ART package. Entry for clerks who hold the GMRA-USER key is easier and shorter than it is for clinicians and verifiers. It is strongly recommended that if you are going to have data entry clerks enter this information, your site parameters be set up so that Drug information is not auto-verified and that your site manager set up the GMRA VERIFY ALLERGY bulletin and GMRA VERIFY DRUG ALLERGY mail groups so that pharmacists who are verifiers of adverse drug reactions will get a MailMan message notifying them that a non-verifier has entered information. The pharmacist will then need to follow up and complete the reaction information in the ART package. It may also make it easier for the data entry clerk if providers write reaction information in the following format instead of in sentence or phrase format:

REACTANT - SYMPTOM(S) - DATE OF REACTION, e.g, "Penicillin-anaphylaxis-1992"  (instead of "Pt had anaphylactic reaction to penicillin as a child").

Ask your site manager or Medical Records supervisor to make sure that you have two allergy components directly next to each other on all Health Summaries that include allergy information. The components should be ALLERGIES/ADVERSE REACTIONS (BRIEF) plus ALLERGIES (FROM PROBLEM LIST) or ALLERGIES/ADVERSE REACTIONS (DETAILED) plus ALLERGIES (FROM PROBLEM LIST).

The reason that it's important to enter adverse reaction information into the ART package is because in Outpatient Pharmacy v7, Inpatient Pharmacy v5, and EHR provider medication ordering, the drug-allergy alerts depend on this information being entered accurately and completely in ART. The alerts will be based on VA drug class instead of exactly matching the drug name like in Outpatient Pharmacy v6. If you would like to print a list of the VA drug classes, you can do the following:

Select Core Option: NDF  National Drug File Menu

Select National Drug File Menu Option: RPRT  National Drug File Reports Menu

Select National Drug File Reports Menu Option: CLVA  VA Drug Classification

This report will display the VA Drug Classification code and class name.

Would you also like to see the class descriptions? N// Y 

START WITH CODE: FIRST// <ENTER>

DEVICE: NAME OF PRINTER
The reason that allergy information was not moved from the problem list allergies into the ART package automatically by the computer is because the problem list data is free text, so reactants, symptoms, dates, etc. aren't separated into different fields and the alerts would not work. This also would have created extra work for pharmacists to clean everything up and get it into the proper format and the display would have been truncated so it would be very difficult to read important information.

