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Dear Tri bal Leader:

The Interim Final Rule inplenmenting Section 408 of the Indian
Child Protection and Famly Violence Prevention Act, Public Law
(P.L.) 101-630, as anended, was published in the Federa

Regi ster on Septenber 23. This Interim Final Rule (copy

encl osed) prescribes mninmum standards of character for

i ndi viduals who are enployed or are being considered for

enpl oynent in positions with duties and responsibilities that

i nvol ve regular contact with, or control over, American |ndian
and Al aska Native (AI/AN) children.

Because the Indian Health Service (IHS) is commtted to the
Tribal consultation process, we are requesting your review and
comment on the Interim Final Rule. The IHS will make the
necessary changes to the Interim Final Rule to reflect the
coments received within the 60-day comment period, ending
Novenber 22.

Section 408(c) of P.L. 101-630 is inportant to Tribes or Triba
organi zations that receive funds under the Indian Self-

Determ nation and Education Assistance Act because it requires
them to devel op m ni num standards of character for individuals
in positions involving regular contact or control over Al/AN
children no less stringent than those established by this
Interim Rul e. Therefore, the Interim Final Rule prescribes the
m ni num standards of character that would be the basis for
Tribes and Tribal organizations to use when devel opi ng m ni mum
standards of character for their own prograns.

Anot her inportant statute for the protection of Indian children
is Section 814 of S. 3031, the Native Anerican Laws Technica
Corrections Act of 2000, which contains the technical anendnents
to P.L. 101-630. These technical anmendnents caused the IHS to
further revise the regul ations. Section 814 revised Section 408
to ensure that individuals in positions involving regular

contact with, or control over, |Indian children have not been
found guilty of or entered a plea of nolo contendere or guilty
to any felonious or any of two or nore m sdeneanor offenses
under Federal, State, or Tribal |aw involving: crinmes of
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viol ence; sexual assault, nolestation, exploitation, contact, or
prostitution; crinmes against persons; or offenses comitted
against children [italicized |anguage indicates statutory
changes] .

The IHS direct care prograns as part of the Federal CGovernnent
are required to apply the m nimum standards of character.
Tribal Leaders and the IHS have been working together on

devel opi ng the best set of mninmum standards of character to
ensure the protection of American Indian and Al aska Native
children when they are being cared for by individuals enployed
within our health care delivery system  Throughout our joint
history of working on this regulation, the Tribal coments we
recei ved have been incorporated to the extent possible into the
current regulations. As you review this Interim Final Rule,

pl ease focus your comrents on the specific portions that have
been revised to reflect the technical anendnents.

Pl ease submt comments on or before Novenber 22 to:

Ms. Betty Gould

Regul ations O ficer

Division of Regulatory and Legal Affairs
Twi nbrook Metro Plaza, Suite 450

12300 Twi nbr ook Par kway

Rockville, Maryland 20852

Shoul d you have any questions or need additional information
regardi ng these proposed regul ations, please contact:

Ms. Ranona WIIiams

Child Protection Coordinator

Twi nbrook Metro Plaza, Suite 605
12300 Twi nbr ook Parkway
Rockville, Maryland 20852

(301) 443-1539
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We | ook forward to receiving your comments.
Sincerely yours,
C,.L\;M._.L-m, [,u\_ C/ . ,DRS
Charles W. Gri .D.s., MH S A

Assi stant Surgeon General
Interim Director

Encl osure





