The IHS National Chief Medical Officer’s Monthly Rounds

A WebEx Seminar
“The IHS Early Childhood Caries Collaborative: 

Taking the Next Steps”

August 25, 2011
2 - 3 pm EDT

The purpose of the IHS National Chief Medical Officer’s Monthly Rounds is to highlight innovation in service delivery models within the Indian Health System.  These 60 minute webinar rounds will be held via WebEx on the 2nd Thursday of each month, from 2PM to 3PM EASTERN time. Special sessions, such as this session, are also held on the 4th Thursday of the month. The series is an ideal way to engage in an interactive online professional educational activity from your individual sites.
Speaker:  CAPT Timothy Ricks, DMD, MPH; Deputy Area Director (acting) & Area Dental Officer, IHS Nashville Area
Target Audience: Physicians, Nurses, and other interested Healthcare Providers
Need: Staff will be able to incorporate best practices in the prevention and management of early childhood caries.
Objectives: At the end of this presentation, participants will be able to:
1. List the risks for early childhood caries and its health, social, and economic consequences.
2. Identify key characteristics of the IHS Early Childhood Caries Collaborative.
3. Implement best practices in the prevention and timely intervention of early childhood caries.
 
Guidelines for Receiving Continuing Education Credit

To receive a certificate of continuing education or certificate of attendance, you must attend the educational event in its entirety and successfully complete an on-line evaluation of the seminar within 15 days of the activity.  At the end of the evaluation, click on the appropriate line to obtain your certificate, fill in your name and print the certificate.  If you need assistance, please contact Dr. Mark Carroll (mark.carroll@ihs.gov) or Mollie Ayala (mollie.ayala@ihs.gov).
ACCREDITATION
The Indian Health Service (IHS) Clinical Support Center is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to sponsor continuing medical education for physicians.
The IHS Clinical Support Center designates this live educational activity for 1 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit™.  Physicians should only claim credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

The Indian Health Service Clinical Support Center is accredited as a provider of continuing nursing education by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation.
This activity is designated 1.0 contact hour for nurses.
The Indian Health Service Nutrition and Dietetics Training Program (NDTP) is accredited by the Commission on Dietetic Registration to sponsor continuing professional education for Registered Dietitians. This activity has been awarded 1 CPEU.
Meet the Presenter

Dr. Tim Ricks serves as the Co-Chair of the IHS Early Childhood Caries Collaborative. In this capacity, Dr. Ricks coordinates the program throughout the Indian Health Service, working with dental staff and collaborative partners including medical providers, Head Start, Community Health Representatives, and others. 

Dr. Ricks began his IHS career in January 1999 as the Chief Dentist of the Pyramid Lake Tribal Health Program in Nixon, Nevada. In 2002, Dr. Ricks became the Chief Dentist of the Schurz Service Unit, Schurz, Nevada, and in 2004 he served concurrently as the Clinical Director for the Schurz Service Unit. In November 2006, Dr. Ricks became the Director of the Office of Public Health and Area Dental Officer for the Nashville Area. In 2010, he was named as the Acting Deputy Director of the Nashville Area and as the IHS Dental Public Health Consultant. 

Dr. Ricks' experience in early childhood caries dates back to his pre-IHS, private practice career in serving the Head Start population. While in Nevada with the IHS, Dr. Ricks created an early childhood caries program in the service unit, receiving multiple program awards and grants to carry out the program. Through a collaborative approach involving medical staff and Head Start staff, the program was able to reduce the prevalence of ECC in the population by over 20% in a 5-year period. 

Dr. Ricks has taught numerous courses on ECC, fluoride varnish, fluoridation, and dental sealants, all cornerstones of the current ECC Collaborative. He is also principal investigator of a study measuring the effectiveness of water fluoridation in a Native American population. 
Disclosure Statement: As a provider accredited by ACCME, ANCC, and ACPE, the IHS Clinical Support Center must ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in its educational activities.  Course directors/coordinators, planning committee members, faculty, and all others who are in a position to control the content of this educational activity are required to disclose all relevant financial relationships with any commercial interest related to the subject matter of the educational activity.  Safeguards against commercial bias have been put in place.  Faculty will also disclose any off-label and/or investigational use of pharmaceuticals or instruments discussed in their presentation.  The course directors/coordinators, planning committee members, and faculty for this activity have completed the disclosure process and have indicated that they do not have any significant financial relationships or affiliations with any manufacturers or commercial products to disclose.

