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General Comment

Thank-you for this opportunity to provide comment on the initiative of seeking statutory
authority in the expansion of Medicare-Like Rates for non-Hospital services which will allow
our Purchased Referred Care to expand access to health care. It is our substantiated believe this
anticipated ruling would assist us with the historical shortfalls experienced not only here at Gila
River Health Care (GRHC), but in Indian Country across this nation. GRHC, a Tribal Self-
Governance Compact Health Care and designated Critical Access Hospital (CAH) entity, is
writing in support of this rule. We concur this ruling could save millions of dollars for our
Purchased Referred Care program, however the statement that infers that if the medical provider
would not accept the Medicare-like-rate we would not be able to utilize Purchased Referred
funds to pay the provider could potentially put our patients at risk for payment and could be
viewed as an infringement on Tribal sovereignty.
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