Addendum to Web Design and Programming Standards and Guidelines 
Version 1.5
Note: All standards are grandfathered in unless otherwise noted
1. Linked File Format

All links to files must have the following information included immediately following the link: 

· Date the file was uploaded to the website (mm/dd/yyyy)
· Format of the file 

· File size 
Example:  Web Standards Addendum (3/19/2009 – DOC – 35KB)

Justification and Reasoning

Having these 3 pieces of information included immediately alerts the user how current the document is, provides a quick reference to what application they need installed and gives them an idea on how long it will take them to download the file.

Exceptions

None

2. Standard Icons 
All IHS.gov websites will utilize the following standard icons and code:

· “New” Icon:  
· Exit Disclaimer Icon: 

 

This icon will be placed to the right of an external link to designate a non-IHS.gov link.

ColdFusion Code:  <cfinclude template="/GeneralWeb/HHSexitDisclaim.htm" />
Justification and Reasoning
Using these icons, by implementing their associated custom tag and include statement, will ensure future modifications to icons/alt text/links/etc., change seamlessly and remain consistent across the http://www.ihs.gov/ website. 

Exceptions
None

3. Folder Structure / Vanity URL  
All topic level websites will have a root folder designated on home.ihs.gov and/or www.ihs.gov.  Sub-topics cannot have their own root folder and are required to be a subsection of the main topic.

Vanity URLs (i.e. somewebsite.ihs.gov) are no longer permitted and will now receive a URL of www.ihs.gov/somewebsite/ 
Justification and Reasoning
Vanity URLs cause many technical issues in terms of setup, availability, connectivity, reporting and management.  This new structure will give all topic level websites shortened URLs.
Exceptions
Intranet area office websites which are hosted externally to the OIT web servers are exempt from this rule.
