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Q. What are the issues involved in adoption of an American Indian or Alaska Native child?  

A. One would need to contact the ICWA worker at each specific tribe. Here are some details

Adoption of American Indian children is covered by federal legislation titled "The Indian Child Welfare Act" or ICWA. Adoption of Indian children cannot take place through state courts but must proceed through a tribal judicial system.

 

The purpose of the law is to prevent Indian children being removed inappropriately from their tribal groups as happened in the past. Adoption must be offered first within a child's family, then the tribal group and then any federally recognized Indian family. An Indian family may not put their child up for adoption outside of ICWA supervision. The child's tribal division of social services has supervisory authority over any adoption. Many of the larger tribes have an ICWA caseworker.

 

There is no single entity that oversees adoption of Indian children. The family in question would need to contact the ICWA worker at each specific tribe. A prospective adoptive family could let the tribe know they are interested in adoption. They would have to show proof of being enrolled in a federally designated tribe, usually by demonstration of a Certificate of Indian Blood.  Most tribes have websites with phone contacts.

Here is one resource to contact

National Indian Child Welfare Association (NICWA)
http://www.nicwa.org/
