Why Does This Happen?
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Abusive relationships are based on the mistaken belief that one person has the right to control another.

When the non violent methods of control fail to work, the person in power moves on to actual physical and sexual violence. The relationship is based on the exercise of power to gain and maintain control.
Domestic Violence is not…

· genetically inherited

· caused by illness

· caused by alcohol or drugs

· the result of stress or anger

· due to “a bad temper”

· due to the behavior of the victim, children or a problem in the relationship

Domestic Violence is…

· ...a learned behavior. Batterers learn from observations of other people, including family and friends

Violent and coercive tactics are used because they often work and the batterer too often is not held responsible by society, the legal system and family. 
