H.R.2764

Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2008 (Engrossed Amendment as Agreed to by House)


p> 

INDIAN HEALTH FACILITIES
For construction, repair, maintenance, improvement, and equipment of health and related auxiliary facilities, including quarters for personnel; preparation of plans, specifications, and drawings; acquisition of sites, purchase and erection of modular buildings, and purchases of trailers; and for provision of domestic and community sanitation facilities for Indians, as authorized by section 7 of the Act of August 5, 1954 (42 U.S.C. 2004a), the Indian Self-Determination Act, and the Indian Health Care Improvement Act, and for expenses necessary to carry out such Acts and titles II and III of the Public Health Service Act with respect to environmental health and facilities support activities of the Indian Health Service, $380,583,000, to remain available until expended: Provided, That notwithstanding any other provision of law, funds appropriated for the planning, design, construction or renovation of health facilities for the benefit of an Indian tribe or tribes may be used to purchase land for sites to construct, improve, or enlarge health or related facilities: Provided further, That not to exceed $500,000 shall be used by the Indian Health Service to purchase TRANSAM equipment from the Department of Defense for distribution to the Indian Health Service and tribal facilities: Provided further, That none of the funds appropriated to the Indian Health Service may be used for sanitation facilities construction for new homes funded with grants by the housing programs of the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development: Provided further, That not to exceed $1,000,000 from this account and the `Indian Health Services' account shall be used by the Indian Health Service to obtain ambulances for the Indian Health Service and tribal facilities in conjunction with an existing interagency agreement between the Indian Health Service and the General Services Administration: Provided further, That not to exceed $500,000 shall be placed in a Demolition Fund, available until expended, to be used by the Indian Health Service for demolition of Federal buildings.
Corps of Engineers--Civil
The following appropriations shall be expended under the direction of the Secretary of the Army and the supervision of the Chief of Engineers for authorized civil functions of the Department of the Army pertaining to rivers and harbors, flood and storm damage reduction, shore protection, aquatic ecosystem restoration, and related purposes.
CONSTRUCTION
(INCLUDING RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS)
For expenses necessary for the construction of river and harbor, flood and storm damage reduction, shore protection, aquatic ecosystem restoration, and related projects authorized by law. . .  Provided further, That the Chief of Engineers is directed to use $2,952,000 of the funds provided herein to initiate planning and design of a rural health care facility on the Fort Berthold Reservation of the Three Affiliated Tribes, North Dakota: . . . ..
Joint Explanatory Statement to Accompany Consolidated Appropriations Amendment
DIVISION F - DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED

AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2008
INDIAN HEALTH FACILITIES

The amended bill includes $380,583,000 for Indian health facilities instead of $360,895,000 as proposed by the House and $375,475,000 as proposed by the Senate. A detailed display of the funding for all programs and activities is included in the back of the statement for this Division. Funds should be distributed as follows:

	
	Amount [BEFORE RECISSION]

	Maintenance and Improvement
	$53,727,000

	Sanitation Facilities
	95,747,000

	Health Care Facilities Construction
	37,164,000

	Hospital and Clinic Construction
	32,664,000

	Small Ambulatory
	2,500,000

	Dental Units
	2,000,000

	Facilities and Environmental Health Support
	172,326,000

	Equipment
	21,619,000

	
	Total $380,583,000


The amended bill does not include specific recommendations for funding of health facilities construction projects as provided by both the House and the Senate. Instead, it is expected that the Indian Health Service will use the amounts provided within this activity for the highest priority projects from the Service's list, for which construction has already been initiated and for which additional funding is required to keep the project on schedule. The Service may also use construction funds to begin design on not to exceed one project from the current priority list that has met all of the program requirements and is ready to proceed without delay.
The amended bill does not contain funding for the joint venture program as recommended by the Senate instead of $2,000,000 as recommended by the House. It is understood that sufficient funds remain available from within amounts provided for joint ventures in previous fiscal years to fund an additional two projects from the last solicitation list. These funds are available because of savings achieved by the Service and tribes in negotiating their agreements. In determining priorities for project funding under the joint ventures program for hospitals and clinics, the Service should provide additional credit to tribes that are willing to provide full funding for facility equipment in addition to providing full funding for facility construction.
